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The Lady Jays have a winning season 

RICK NEMETH
200 18 Mo. Old Registered Angus Bulls for Sale on Farm

75% of Bulls Are AI Sired
60 Bulls are ET Calves

LOCATION: 13 miles northeast of Atwood, KS

EPD's BW    WW   MILK    YW

SITZ TRAVELER 8180
G D A R TRAVELER 71 

SAV
GRAND PRIX

•Free Delivery & Boarding
for both weaning and

yearling weights.
2.3 58 103  average EPD’s on Nemeth sale bulls.
2.6 36 18 66 EPD’s for current sires 
of the Angus breed.

  

    SITZ TRAVLER 8180  

      
       BOYD NEW DAY 8005

EPD's

EPD's   
BW   WW  MILK   YW

NICHOLS LULA N77

NICHOLS COMMITMENT K111

NICHOLS BUSHWACKER K161

BW  WW   MILK     YW

FINAL 
ANSWER

NICHOLS
STOUT

FUNDRAISER
for the Diabetic Research Center

If you have a loved one or know someone with this dreaded
disease--come help support this fundraiser at the

Norton Eagles #3288
for Fun and Games

from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
Casino Games with Funny Money

THIS WILL BE A SMOKE-FREE EVENT UNTIL 10:00 P.M.

Fundraiser for the Fraternal Order of Eagles
Diabetic Research Center at the University of Iowa

– MEMBERS AND GUESTS WELCOME –

Bring the Entire Family to Enjoy the Fun!!

Auction will follow with items to
purchase using your funny money

By  DICK BOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
After 29 years as head girls 

basketball coach at Norton Com-
munity High School, Kevin Jil-
ka turned it over to his long-time 
assistant coach George Rossi for 
the  recently concluded 2012-13 
season. 

Following in the footsteps of 
the very successful Jilka was a 
challenge but coach Rossi and 
his girls put together a winning 
season with many exciting mo-
ments.

There were eight returning 
letter winners: Tawni Grriffey, 
5”6”; Alec Melvin, 5”7”; Kamil-
la Jones, 5’8”, seniors; Marisa 
Maddy, 5’2”; Katelyn Engelbert, 
5’10”; Darcy Bainter, 5’7”; Bai-
ley Ambrosier, 5’9” and John-
nye Ruder, 5’5”, juniors.

Assistant coaches were Joan 
Bolt and Cheri Brooks.

  Raenee Patterson was the 
student manager.

Griffey returned as the high 
scorer, averaging 12.5 points 
per contest and was the only All-
Mid-Continent League selection 
returning.

Returning starters were 
Griffey, Jones and Engelbert.

“Our three seniors have been 
awesome leaders,” coach Rossi 
said at the end of the 12-10 sea-
son. “It will be tough to replace 
our seniors but we have a lot of 
young players coming up. I’m 
proud of our players. We got a 
lot better during the season and 
improved in all areas. Thank 
you to everyone in the commu-
nity for your loyal support this 
season.”

Norton opened the season 
on Friday, Nov. 30 by hosting 
Goodland in the NCHS Stull 
Gym. Tawni Griffey was absent 
for the opener. The Lady Jays 
lost 49-27. “Both the girls and I 
were nervous before the game,” 
said coach Rossi. “To our cred-
it, we made a run in the fourth 
quarter.”

Katelyn Engelbert led scoring 
for Norton with 7 points; John-
nye Ruder and Bailey Ambro-
sier each added 6 points. 

Norton traveled to Goodland 
for three days the next week to 
compete in the annual Topside 
Tip-Off Tournament. On Thurs-
day, Norton defeated Wray, Colo. 
by a score of 42-32. Norton led 
from start to fi nish; Griffey led 
scoring with 16 points.

In Friday’s championship 
semi-fi nals, Norton played an-
other fi rst round winner, Ottawa. 
The Lady Jays lost to Ottawa by 
a score of 72-28. “Ottawa was 
the best team we’ve played in 
a long time,” said coach Ros-
si. Griffey led Norton with 14 
points. 

The Lady Jays placed third 
in the tournament with a 35-24 
win over Sharon Springs on Sat-
urday. 

“We played good defense and 
shot well enough to win,” said 
coach Rossi.

Griffey was leading scorer 
with 13 points. 

Norton stretched their record 
to 3-2 on Tuesday, Dec. 11 with 
a 47-28 win at Stockton. De-
fense was the key as the Lady 
Jays caused many turnovers and 
limited the Lady Tigers to just 3 
points in the fi rst and third quar-
ters. Griffey led in scoring with 
13 points.

On Friday, Dec. 14, Norton 
hosted long-time rival Phillips-
burg and extended their win 
string with an exciting 63-54 
double overtime win! Norton 
started slowly but fi nished fast. 
A free throw by Ambrosier with 
2.1 seconds left sent the game 
into a second overtime. Engel-
bert hit three free throws and a 
basket in the second overtime 
and Griffey swished 6 of 6 free 
throws. Griffey scored 26 points 
and Ambrosier ended the night 
with 18 points. “It was a signa-
ture win over a team we haven’t 
been beating,” said coach Ros-
si.

Norton extended their season 
record to 5-2 with a 59-26 win 
over Cambridge in Norton on 
Tuesday, Dec. 18. Ambrosier 
scored 16 points and hit a per-
fect 7 of 7 free throws. It was a 
good win heading into the holi-
day break.

The Lady Jays opened the 
new year on Friday, Jan. 4 with 
a 51-36 loss at Osborne. Norton 

was outshot pretty badly in the 
game. Griffey scored 14 points 
and Ambrosier added 13.

The Lady Jays got back on 
the winning trail on Tuesday, 
Jan. 8 when they defeated Pla-
inville 52-47 in the NCHS Stull 
Gym. Norton jumped out to an 
early lead over an outstanding 
Lady Cardinal fi ve and held off 
a late rally to win. Plainville was 
coming off a tournament title 
performance. Griffey scored 15 
points.

On Friday, Jan. 11, Norton 
traveled to WaKeeney. The 
Lady Jays didn’t shoot as well as 
Trego but took more shots and 
outrebounded the Lady Golden 
Eagles to win 51-40 and extend 
their record to 7-3. Griffey led 
with 14 points.

The annual Mid-Continent 
League Tournament opened on 
Tuesday, Jan. 15 and No.4 seed-
ed Norton hosted No.5 seed Pla-
inville in the NCHS Stull Gym.  
Again,  Plainville rallied in the 
fourth quarter but Norton still 
won 49-41. Ambrosier led Nor-
ton with 15 points.

On Friday, Jan. 18, Norton ad-
vanced to the tournament semi-
fi nals in Gross Memorial Coli-
seum in Hays. The Lady Jays 
played No.1 seed and unbeaten 
Smith Center. Norton played 
well and led 30-25 after three 
quarters but the Lady Red, led 
by Sydney Benoit, rallied for a 
41-36 win. Griffey scored 21 
points. Smith Center continued 
on to win their fi rst ever State 
Basketball Championship, end-
ing the season with a 24-2 re-
cord. 

On Saturday, Norton played 
No.3 seed Osborne and lost 44-
31 to place fourth. “They were 
physical and much more aggres-
sive,” said coach Rossi. 

Ellis won the league tourna-
ment championship by a score 
of 73-63 over Smith Center. 

Norton traveled to Class 4A 
Colby on Friday, Jan. 25, fell 
behind early and had no chance 
to catch up in a 64-34 loss that 
dropped their record to 8-6. 
Griffey scored 20 points.  

On Tuesday, Jan. 29, Norton 
traveled to Smith Center for 
another contest with the No.5 
state ranked Lady Red  The 

Norton senior guard Tawni Griffey pulls down a rebound 
during the Lady Jays game with Ellis on February 14 in Nor-
ton. Griffey was leading scorer, leading free throw shooter, 
steals leader and assists leader for the Lady Jays this season. 

- Telegram photo by Dick Boyd 

Lady Jays stayed close for three 
quarters but you have to play 
four and Smith Center won 69-
47. Griffey led Norton with 18 
points. “We have the ability to 
play with good teams but need 
to improve in all areas,” said 
coach Rossi.

The Lady Jays extended their 
record to 9-7 with a 42-33 win 
over Hill City on Friday, Feb. 1 
in the NCHS Stull Gym. Former 
Norton girls basketball coach 
Kevin Jilka and his former play-
ers were honored for 29 success-
ful seasons.

“Our girls played very hard 
and very steady,” said coach 
Rossi. “This was a big win for 
us.” Griffey scored 22 points.

On Saturday, Feb. 2, Norton 
traveled to Atwood and returned 
with a hard-earned 47-35 vic-

tory. Atwood made a couple 
of runs but Norton always an-
swered to record their tenth win 
of the season. Ruder led Norton 
in scoring with 16 points, which 
included hitting 4 of 6 from 
beyond the arc for 67 percent 
shooting.

Norton hosted Oberlin on 
Tuesday, Feb. 5 and defeated 
the Lady Red Devils 51-26. 
Norton led from start to fi nish 
as all 12 girls who suited up saw 
some action. Griffey was lead-
ing scorer with 15 points but 10 
different players scored for Nor-
ton. “We played very hard and 
it was a good win for us,” said 
coach Rossi.

On Tuesday, Feb. 12, Nor-
ton traveled to play No.2 state 
ranked and unbeaten Hoxie. 
The Lady Indians did not over-

whelm the Lady Blue Jays but 
just scored a few extra points 
in each period. Norton played 
very hard against them but still 
lost 73-49. It was Hoxie’s small-
est victory margin of the season 
at that point. Later, Hoxie re-
mained undefeated and went on 
to win the State Championship. 
Griffey scored 20 points against 
Hoxie on 58 percent fi eld goal 
shooting. 

Norton played an excellent 
Ellis team, who had upset Smith 
Center in the league tourna-
ment, on Thursday, Feb. 14 in 
the NCHS  Stull Gym. It was 
“Senior Night” and Norton 
played well against the No.3 
state ranked Lady Railroaders 
for three quarters but it wasn’t 
enough. Norton trailed by just 
25-21 at halftime but was out-
scored 15-2 in the third quarter 
in a 45-32 loss. The Lady Jays’ 
record was 11-9 with the regular 
season completed.

Seniors and their parents were 
honored during the evening of 
the Ellis game. Senior play-
ers were Tawni Griffey, Alec 
Melvin and Kamilla Jones. Se-
nior dance team members were 
Sami Gordon, Shelbi McKenna, 
Kelsey Mordecai and Teal Stew-
art. Senior cheerleaders were 
Sierra Black, Katherine Boteler 
and Katie Koch. 

Norton was seeded No. 3 in 
the Class 3A Sub-State Tourna-
ment, which was held in Norton.   
The Lady Jays opened Sub-State 
play hosting No.6 seed Minne-
apolis on Wednesday, Feb. 27. 
Norton held a comfortable lead 
until the fourth quarter when 
they had to fi ght off a furious 
rally by the Lady Lions for a 
43-41 win! Griffey’s basket and 
free throw in the fi nal seconds 
gave Norton the win. Norton 
had good scoring distribution 
with six players scoring but 
none in double fi gures.

On Thursday in the NCHS 
Stull Gym, Norton hosted No. 
2 seed Ellsworth in the tourna-
ment semi-fi nals. Norton played 
hard but didn’t hit enough bas-
kets and lost 52-27. Norton hit 
just 30 percent from the fi eld 
compared to 48 percent for Ells-
worth.

The loss ended a very success-
ful 12-10 season for the Lady 
Jays and their fi rst year head 
coach George Rossi. During 
the season, they played against 
some of the best teams in the 
state and always gave a good 
account of themselves. 

Season statistics
Leading scorer for Norton 

this season was Tawni Griffey 
with an average of 14 points 
per contest. Second high scorer 
was Bailey Ambroisier with a 9 
point average. Johnny Ruder av-
eraged 5.1 points per game and 
Katelyn Engelbert had a 5 point 
average. 

Griffey was leading free throw 
shooter, hitting 81 percent of 
her charity tosses. Alec Melvin 
hit 61 percent of her free throws 
and Kamilla Jones swished 53 
percent of her charity throws.

Ambrosier led Norton in fi eld 
goal percentage, hitting 58 per-
cent of her attempts.

Engelbert was leading re-
bounder with 151 total caroms 
or an average of 6.9 boards per 
game. Ambrosier was close be-
hind with 143 total rebounds 
and an average of 6.5 per con-
test. Griffey pulled down 75 re-
bounds or 3.6 per game.  

Griffey was steals leader with 
49 for the season or an average 
of 2.3 per game. She was fol-
lowed by Engelbert, 27; Ambro-
sier, 25, Jones 23; Melvin 17.

Griffey was also offensive as-
sists leader with 73 total, or 3.5 
per contest.  Jones had 20 assists, 
Ruder 18 and Engelbert 14. 


