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By Preacher/Teacher Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Ministries

When your life seems empty,
chaotic and darkness surrounds
you, to whom can you turn? Is
there anyone who can help?

“In the beginning, God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth.
And the earth was formless
and void (empty), and dark-
ness was over the surface of
the deep...”

What happened next? “God
said, ‘Let there be...””

By the sheer power of His
Word, the triune God brought
order and beauty out of chaos,
emptiness, and darkness. He
spoke the universe and all that
is into being, from the tiniest
atoms and living things unseen
by the human eye to the great
creatures of the sea to the awe-
some galaxies deep in space.

When we human beings “cre-
ate” something, we must gather
the materials we need. We
may get some paints, a palette
and easel; or we may buy the
necessary ingredients for an
elaborate dessert; or we may
stock up on the lumber, nails
and tools needed for a building
project.

But when God created “in
the beginning,” He did so “ex
nihilo,” meaning “out of noth-
ing” inlatin. God didn’t have a
super cosmic mud pie mix with
which to begin. There was no
“primordial soup” can to open.
Romans 4:17 says it this way
“...God who gives life to the

spoke and,oversix days, the entire
creation was formed, literally,
“out of nothing.”
Godisinadifferentkind of cre-
ating business, too. God’s Word
says that the one who believes,
accepting Jesus Christ into his or
her lifeis a ““...new creature (cre-

ated being), the old things passed
away; behold, new things have
come. Now all these things are
from God...”

God is still creating things “ex
nihilo.” You can bring nothing to
the Lord Jesus to receive eternal
life. No church membership re-
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Our Creator makes sure our canine friend’s coat
grows even thicker than usual to protect him in a
chilly habitat. A fur coat keeps him warm when he
is out in the snow. What about us? Is it not soul-
warming to have the assurance that God knows our
needs? He will protect us and help us find a solution
to any challenge if we let Him. Visit your house of
worship this week; share your concerns with God.
Let Him shelter you.
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cords, or baptism records, or
offering receipts will impress
the Creator God. Such things
will not earn you one brownie
point toward salvation and
eternal life with God.
Salvation comes ONLY be-
cause of who Jesus is and what
He has already done. He gave
His life to pay the penalty for
your sins. Jesus paid adebt He
did not owe, because you owe
adebtyou cannot possibly pay.
Until you have asked God for
forgiveness in Jesus’s Name
through true repentance and are
bornagain, yourdebtofsinand
selfishness keeps you separated
from God. Eternal life is a free
gift, but you must accept the
gift on the Giver’s standards.
Godloves you with aneverlast-
ing love. Bring to Him all the
“nothing” you have and He will
give you everything you need!
He will cleanse you from sin
and create in you a pure heart.

You can be a brand new cre-
ation this very day!

“’Come now and letusreason
together,” says the LORD,

‘Though your sins are as
scarlet,

They will be white as
snow...’” Isaiah 1: 18a

Jesussaid, “...noonecansee
thekingdom of God unless he is
born again... Youmustbe born

dead and calls into being that
which does not exist.” God
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again!” John 3:3,7

" Philip J. Iserhagen Abel Tree Service Moffet Drug Store
Eﬁi.,?! gfg i‘[:\’!sﬁ pﬁ Financial Advisor - Roy ABEL - “Prescription Specialists”
418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas Fully Insured * Bucket Truck Hallmark Cards and
Bus. 785-877-3373 * TF 855-877-3373 *FREE ESTIMATES -« Russell Stover Candies
phﬂip‘isernhagen@edwardjOnes‘com Stump Gi"inder‘ 102 S State - NOI”tOD, Kansas
Fax: 877-479-6130 * www.edwardjones.com Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 2.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company The Norton Telegram
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Your Local Newspaper
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Phone 785-877-3361
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 Fax: 785-877-3732
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Lee Hardy Construction LLC
New Construction * Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm * Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

Everything

Destmatlon it ol
w'f for your
kitchen

115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911
Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

American
Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health * Life * Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802
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Help Wanted

“Can You Dig It?” Heavy Equip-
ment School. 3wk Training Pro-
gram. Backhoes, Bulldozers,
Excavators. Local Job Placement
Asst. VA Benefits Approved. 2
National Certifications.866-362-
6497

Help Wanted

Drivers OTR DRIVERS Sign
On Bonus $1,000 - $1,200 Up
to 45 CPM Full-time Positions
with Benefits! Pet Policy O/OOs
Welcome! deBoer Transportation
800-825-8511 www.deboertrans.
com

Help Wanted

“You got the drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass pas-
senger policy. Newer equipment.
100% NO touch. 1-800-528-
7825

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: NO EXPERIENCE?
Class A CDL Driver Training.
We trainand Employ! Central Re-
frigerated (877) 369-7885 www.
centraltruckdrivingjobs.com

Misc.

AIRLINES CAREERS - Become
an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FA A approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing avail-
able. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-248-7449.

Misc.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home. *Medical, *Business,

*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality.
Job placement assistance. Com-
puter available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified. Call
888-220-3977 www.CenturaOn-
line.com

Misc.

ForSale $0Down for Land Own-
ers. Your land is your down pay-
ment. New, Used, Repos Homes
available in 3-5 bedrooms. Don’t
pre-judge Your Credit. 866-858-
6862

Misc.

EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance
Agents Needed; Leads, No Cold
Calls; Commissions Paid Daily;
Lifetime Renewals; Complete
Training; Health & Dental Insur-
ance; Life License Required. Call
1-888-713-6020

Sporting Goods

GUN SHOW JAN. 19-20 SAT.
9-5 & SUN.9-3 TOPEKA KAN-
SAS EXPOCENTRE (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) BUY-SELL-
TRADE INFO: (563) 927-8176

BANKRUPTCY
LAWYER

800.347.1353

Appointments by phone:
PAUL POST

Attorney at Law
Est 1978

-,
5897 SW 29th St. - Topeka, KS 66614

www.paulpost.com

Join a credit union and discover your power as an ownet.

My credit union is not-for-profit, so earnings come right
back to me through better loan rates and lower fees.

KANSAS CREDIT UNIONS  ;cua.coop/PowerofOne

The power of one can make a difference.
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