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”Who Loves You Buddy?”

By Kirk Kasson, Almena Congregatzonal Church

“The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy; |
came that they may have life,
and have itabundantly.” John
10.10

When I was a teenager a
popular song we used to sing
said, “I’d rather laugh with
the sinners than cry with the
saints; the sinners are much
more fun.” Do youremember
that song?

Theideaseemed to be that if
you’re behaving well, you are
missing out, but if you want
to enjoy life you are going
to have yo break some rules.
Those people in church are all
sad, mopey, and bored with
their puritanical lives. Church
is for miserable people.

In the verse above we see
Jesus saying the exact op-
posite. He says that he wants
you to have a fulfilling, happy
life. It’s Satan that wants to
cheat you out of the good
things in life.

Think about it. Sin usually

front of me and tell me how sad I
would be without them. Whathe
will not tell me is the cost.

Of course I could get caught,
get embarrassed, pay a fine,
lose my self-respect as well as
the respect of others. But even
if I don’t get caught I have lost

the self esteem that comes from
earning something from my own
labor. I’ve cost someone else
the money they spent stocking
the item and the opportunity to
profit from honest work. I’ve
subconsciously alienated myself
fromnot just the store owner, but

Less Is More

As the average age of our population increases, the
movement to “downsize” becomes more popular. Less
to maintain means more time for a relaxed lifestyle
and more free time. There is time for family and time
to volunteer still vital energy for worthy causes in the
community. As earthly baggage is reduced, there is
time and energy to increase participation in God’s
earthly kingdom...to serve as spiritual mentors to
those still caught up in the busiest part of their lives.
Share the wisdom that comes with age at your house
of worship; spend more time with God’s family.

Weekly
Scripture
Reading

1 Thessalonians
1:1-10

1 Thessalonians
2:1-20

1 Thessalonians
3:1-13

#/-1 | 1Thessalonians
4:1-18

7 1Thessalonians
5:1-28

honestcustomers as well.I’ve
also made honest work seem
loathsome; why should I work
when with my brains I can get
something for nothing? I've
made myself less valuable to
society. And whether I realize
it or not, I’ve put an obstacle
between myself and God.

SoI’ve gotafew very tem-
porary benefitsand many long
termrelational consequences.
It makes sense why Satan
would want me to steal. To
be candid, I really don’t think
he likes the fact that I would
enjoy the taste, or that I save
money which can be used for
other pleasures, but that’s
a small price to pay for the
relational loss and personal
grief I can cause.

This reminds me of another
song lyric,oneby U2: “Sweet
the sin, bitter the taste in my
mouth.” Sin almost always
has some allure to it, some-
thing to enjoy. But the cost
is always great. Just as any
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Adoption

ADOPTION: Stay at home mom
and hard working dad, looking
to expand their family. Loving,
secure couple hoping for a new-
born. Contact our lawyer 800-
492-2011.

Auctions

Unreserved public farming/con-
struction equipment auction -
Friday,June 29 - Ritchie Bros’ St.
Louis site: 2436 Old Country Inn
Dr,Caseyville. Details: rbauction.
com or 855-331-5842

Career Opportunity

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home. *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Criminal Justice, *Hospi-
tality. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certi-
fied. Call 888-220-3977 www.
CenturaOnline.com

For Sale

This deal is HOT, HOT, HOT!
Save $100 on ANY acoustic or
digital piano when you men-
tion this ad. Mid-America Piano
800-950-3774 Visit us online at
Piano4u.com.

Help Wanted

“Can You Dig It?” We will train,
certify & provide lifetime as-
sistance landing work. Hiring in
Kansas. Start digging as a heavy
equipment operator. 866-362-
6497

Help Wanted

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or primeinc.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Drivers: NO EXPERIENCE?
Class ACDL Driver Training. We
train and Employ! Ask about our
NEW PAY SCALE! Experienced

Drivers also Needed! Central Re-
frigerated (877) 369-7885 www.
centraltruckdrivingjobs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Owner Operators Weekly Home
Time Only One Customer!
Class-A CDL, 1 year experience,
6+ months tanker experience.
866-478-9965 driveforgreatwide.
com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

TSI Kansas Inc. is seeking quali-
fied CDL Drivers. Two years
experience, clean MVR, current
medical card. Benefits: Paid Em-
ployee BC/BS, Vacation, 401(k)
match. Call John 785-632-5183

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

“You got the drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass Pets/
passenger policy. Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. 1-800-
528-7825

Misc.

AIRLINE CAREERS - Become
an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAAapproved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing avail-
able. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-248-7449.

Pet Supplies

AllNew Happy Jack® Xylecide®
shampoo: treats allergy and fun-
gus related skin infections on
dogs & horses without steroids,
Orscheln Farm & Home Stores.
www.happyjackinc.com

Special Notice

Shrine Bowl, July 28, Emporia,
Benefiting Shriners Hospitals
for Children. 1.800.530.5524,
ksshrine.com. 2M Race, FREE
Parade, HS Combine/Clinic, All-
Star Football & Cheer, All-State
Band, and MORE.

involves ashort term pleasure
at the cost of long term suf-
fering. As a small example,
consider what would happen
if I steal a candy bar. I might
enjoy the thrill of the theft,
the pride of getting away
with it, the taste of the candy,
and have 400 calories to burn
which I did not pay for. Satan
can dangle those benefits in

©2012, Keister-Williams Newspaper Services
P.0. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com

.| 2 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians

Scriptures Selected
by the American
Bible Society

mechanical advantage must
give up something to friction,
so sin is always a net loss.

God offers us forgiveness,
along with the gift of repen-
tance.

Some of us want God to
continually clean out the cob-
webs from our life, but we are
reluctant to have him kill the
spider.

1:1-12

1:1-17

Philip J. Iserhagen Abel Tree Service Moffet Drug Store
Eﬂ:@r gfg !FﬂES?NsG Financial Advisor - Roy ABEL - “Prescription Specialists”
418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas Fully Insured * Bucket Truck Hallmark Cards and
Bus. 785-877-3373 * TF 855-877-3373 *FREE ESTIMATES - Russell Stover Candies
phﬂip‘isernhagen@edwardjOnes‘com Slump Gl”inder 102 S State - NOI”tOIl, Kansas
Fax: 877-479-6130 * www.edwardjones.com Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 2.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company The Norton Telegram
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Your Local Newspaper
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Phone 785-877-3361
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 Fax: 785-877-3732
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Lee Hardy Construction LLC
New Construction ¢ Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm * Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

: ’ Everythi
Destination %,

w% for your
kitchen

115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911

Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

All Creatures Vet Clinic
Veterinary Service for
Large and Small Animals
Dr. Steven L. Graf (Owner)
5761 Road E12 - Almena, KS 67622
Phone 785-669-2227
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Rally For Religious Freedom

Friday, June 29

from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
the Topeka Capitol, South Steps

Let us rally together, people of all
faiths for Religious Freedom.

For more information or to ask for
reservations for free chartered bus
transportation from Salina to Topeka,
Call Carol Otter at 877-5423 or
Deacon Mark Roberti at 785-827-8746.




