
By  Dick Boyd
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
A number of area football 

players will be among those 
competing in the 27th annual 
8-Man All-Star football games 
this Saturday at Trojan Field, 
North Hersey Avenue, Beloit.

The Division I game will be-
gin at 10 a.m. with pre-game set 
for 9:30 a.m. The Division II 
game will follow at 1 p.m.

Players on the Division I 
West squad will include Damon 
Schurr and Ethan Slothower, 
both of Osborne and Logan 
Reed and Brian Ochs, both of 
Quinter.

Osborne won the Mid-Con-
tinent League 8-Man football 
championship in both 2010 and 
2011. They were third in the 
state playoffs in 2010 and fourth 
in 2011.

Schurr is a 5’10”, 175 pound 
halfback. He had 2,235 rushing 
yards and scored 42 touchdowns 
his senior season. Defensively, 
he totaled 98 tackles. 

Slothower is 5’8”, 165 pounds 
and was chosen for the all-star 
team as a defensive back. He to-

taled 106 tackles his senior sea-
son and also played on offense 
where he rushed for 1,095 yards 
and scored 23 touchdowns.

Among the players on the 
Division II squad are Dillon 
Coomes and Dakota Foreman, 
both of Thunder Ridge; Corey 
Dinkel, Zach VonLintel, both 
of Victoria; Cole Christensen, 
Kalyn Weber, both of Golden 
Plains; Patrick Piper, Matt 
Crotinger, both of Otis-Bison; 
Dalton Davis, Cody Pearce, 
both of Sharon Springs; Will 
Bixenman; Wheatland-Grinnell; 
Jeremiah White, Ethan Young, 
both of Cheylin.

Head coach is Max Keltz, 
Cheylin and his assistant coach-
es are Kevin Ayers, Sharon 
Springs and Doug Oberle, Vic-
toria.

Thunder Ridge fi nished with 
an impressive undefeated season 
of 13-0 as Bi-District, Regional, 
Sub-State and State Champions. 
They defeated Baileyville B&B 
46-14 in the championship con-
test.

Dakota Foreman is 6’3” and 
210 pounds. He was chosen to 

the game as an offensive and 
defensive lineman. He had 88 
total tackles his senior season. 

Dillon Coomes is 6’2” and 
230 pounds. He was also chosen 
as an offensive and defensive 
lineman. He recorded 58 total 
tackles his senior season.

Tickets are general admission 
at both gates and one ticket is 
good for both games.

The Kansas Eight-Man Foot-
ball Association was organized 
in 1986 so that more 8-man 
players could receive recogni-
tion for their football prowess.

Assisting the association with 
sponsorship of the games have 
been the Beloit Rotary Club and 
Beloit Knights of Columbus.

In addition to giving recog-

nition to outstanding senior 
football players and coaches, 
the association votes yearly on 
recommendations to the Kansas 
State High School Activities As-
sociation and promotes the exis-
tence of 8-man football clinics.  

Norton Thunder girls split in season home opener
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 Walnut AMVETS Wants You!!
30th Annual Walnut  Antique Show

June 15-17, 2012
Walnut  AMVETS’s Post #45 • PO Box 746, Walnut, Iowa, 51577

Free Parking  712-784-3710  Free Admission
300+ QUALITY DEALERS • 17 CITY BLOCKS

Located about 50 miles east of Omaha, NE, and
90 miles west of Des Moines, IA, at exit 46 of Interstate 80.

www.walnutantiqueshow.com

LOW COST CLASS A CDL TRAINING.
 Accredited 6-week program. 
Meals & lodging available.  

2 locations.  
Fort Scott, 800-874-3722 

Kansas  City, 913-371-4668
Call to start your new career!

     Want a New Career?

Classes Start Monthly

Fort Scott Community College Truck Driving School

www.LenoraJubilee.com
785-567-4860

Ticket Outlets:  Purchase ONLINE or 
at Kellie’s or Finish Line in Hill City,  
Norton Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Norton Auto Supply, Stop 2 Shop in 
Hoxie, Cervs in Hays, KKAN/KQMA 
in Phillipsburg, or the Country Corner 
in Lenora.

Tickets:  IN ADVANCE, Adults 
Over 12 for $15 and Children Age 
5-12 for $5.  AT THE GATE, 
Adults Over 12 for $20 and Kids 
Age 5-12 for $5.  No refunds.  

Friday
 5pm:  Beer Garden
 8pm:  Frankie Ballard, Brent Dellinger
    (Laser YoYo Show) and
    Tracy Lawrence in Concert
Saturday
 7am:  City Wide Garage Sales
    3 or 5 mile Jubilee Fun Run
 9am:  FCE Display: Trash to Treasure
    Silent Auction
 10am:  W8T  2 TXT   Challenge
 11am:  Parade
 1pm:   Eagle Radio Pedal Power Pull
    Bingo &  Trap Shoot
 2pm:   Spinmaster Brent Dellinger
    Beer Garden Opens
 3pm:  Spinmaster Brent Dellinger
 4pm:  Creature Races
 5pm:  Inflatable Carnival
 8pm:  Jared “Pete” Gile and the    
    Jared Daniels Band in Concert
      

Bring a lawn chair. 
No coolers or carry-in alcohol.

Please Support Our Generous Sponsors
A & A Coors *  City of Lenora * Dane G. Hansen Foundation * Nex-Tech

Nex-Tech Wireless * Northwestern Printers *Otter’s Inc. * Rhea’s Tree Service * Y102
 ASC Portable Potties * Carrico Implement * First Security Bank & Trust
Midwest Contractors, Inc. * NCK Contractors * Norton Travel & Tourism 

Rafter D Lodge * Wellhead Systems, Inc. * Country Corner
  Bridges Group Insurance * Citizen’s State Bank * Nex-Tech Mobile Radio * Wolf Estates

 Curt Wahlmeier Agency, American Family Insurance * Don’s Floor Covering
D & L Trucking/Fleckenstein Harvesting * Decatur Cooperative Association

Farm & Ranch Realty * Farm Bureau Financial Services, Tina M. Meitl, Agent 
Graham County Economic Development *Norton Flowers, Gifts & Greenhouse

Valley Hope Association * Walter Motor Company 

June 15-16,  
2012

Find Out Where the Fun Is!

 8pm:  Jared “Pete” Gile and the     8pm:  Jared “Pete” Gile and the    
    Jared Daniels Band in Concert    Jared Daniels Band in Concert

Also Featuring the 
Spinmaster Brent Dellinger

See Tracy Lawrence and 
Frankie Ballard!

June 8 & 9
Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-4

COLBY COMMUNITY BUILDING
New colors of Chinese crystal, now over 450 colors of Japanese seed beads, more choices 
of semi-precious stone, vintage West German beads and buttons, lampwork glass pendants, 

lots and lots of good beads! Betsy Beader wire and tools, closeouts... demonstrations. 
INFO: 520-907-5124 • 

By Dick Boyd
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
The Norton Thunder 16 & Under 

Girls Softball team opened the 2012 
season on Sunday, June 3 by hosting 
Colby in a double-header at Blue Jay 
Park and splitting wins with them.

Norton lost the opener 16-11 but 
came back to win the nightcap 10-9.

First game
In the opener, Colby scored twice in 

the top of the fi rst inning but Norton 
responded with nine runs in the bottom 
of the inning to take a 9-2 lead. Shauna 
Gibson and Kirsten Georgeson both 
walked, Brianna Karnopp doubled, 
Ashley Hildebrand and Rickele Green 
each singled, Skylar Davis walked, 
Kristen Burge singled, Jena Risewick 
walked, Tara Brachtenbach singled, 
Gibson  and Georgeson both singled in 
their second time up in the inning and 
Karnopp doubled for the second time 
in the inning. 

Gibson, Georgeson, Karnopp, Green, 
Davis, Burge, Risewick, Brachtenbach 

all scored once and Gibson tallied 
twice. 

Colby scored one more run in the 
top of the second, two in the top of the 
third and two in the top of the fourth to 
narrow the Lady Blue Jay lead to 9-7.

Norton scored one run in the bottom 
of the fourth to make it a 10-7 game. 
Hildebrand singled, Green walked, 
Davis and Kim Bradshaw both singled 
and Hildebrand scored.

Colby came back with two more 
runs in the top of the fi fth to narrow the 
Norton lead to 10-9. 

The Lady Jays tallied one more run 
in the bottom of the inning to make the 
score 11-9. Karnopp walked, Hildeb-
rand singled, Green walked and Kar-
nopp scored.

Norton was unable to score again, 
however, and Colby scored three more 
times in the top of the sixth and four 
more times in the top of the seventh to 
come from behind for the 16-11 win.

The Lady Jays had 15 hits, nine 
walks and six strike outs. 

Leading hitters for Norton were 
Karnopp, 3 for 4; Hildebrand, 3 for 5; 
Bradshaw, 2 for 4 and Brachtenbach, 2 
for 4. 

Kirsten Georgeson was the Norton 
pitcher. She gave up 21 hits, walked 
four  and had eight strike outs. 

Second game
Colby took a 3-0 lead in the top of 

the fi rst inning but Norton tied it in the 
bottom of the inning. Gibson was hit by 
the pitcher, Georgeson doubled, Kar-
nopp was also hit by the pitcher, Hil-
debrand singled, Bradshaw walked and 
Allyssa  Miller was hit by the pitcher. 
Gibson, Georgeson and Karnopp all 
scored.

Colby jumped back ahead with four 
more runs in the top of the second. 
Norton nearly matched them again in 
the bottom of the inning, scoring three 
runs. Georgeson, Karnopp and Hil-
debrand walked and Davis doubled. 
Georgeson, Karnopp and Hildebrand 
all scored, making the tally 7-6.

Neither team was able to score in the 

third inning. Colby added two more in 
the top of the fourth to make it a 9-6 
game.

The Lady Jays rallied in the bottom 
of the inning, scoring four more runs to 
win 10-9!

Gibson doubled to start things off, 
Georgeson and Karnopp both walked, 
Davis,  Bradshaw, Burge and Miller sin-
gled in succession. Gibson, Georgeson, 
Karnopp,  and Davis all scored.

Leading hitter for Norton was Davis, 
who was 2 for 3 at the plate.

Norton had eight hits, 10 walks and 
four strike outs. 

Pitching for Norton were Kristen 
Burge and Bri Karnopp. They allowed 
seven hits, fi ve walks and struck out 
two batters. 

Coach’s comments
“We felt really good about our fi rst 

two games against a tough opponent,” 
said Norton head coach Brandon Gay.

“From our practices, we thought 
we were ready to be competitive with 
everyone on our schedule and, for the 

most part, we executed. We hit well, 
pitched really well and did a great job 
on the bases. Our defense had an off 
day and that’s where we need to im-
prove.

“Both games were high scoring but 
that really isn’t a refl ection on our 
pitchers. We just didn’t play defense 
the way we are capable. We view walks 
and strike outs as by far the most tell-
ing stats for pitchers and Kirsten struck 
out eight and only walked four in seven 
innings. For a softball pitcher at this 
level, that is tremendous!

“Kristen and Bri, despite being a 
little rusty, also kept the walks low and 
allowed us to win the second game.”

Next action
The Norton Thunder girls will travel 

to Smith Center on Monday. Action 
will begin at 7 p.m. 

They will also play the next night, 
Tuesday, at Oberlin. 

Area athletes chosen for all-star football game


