‘Can-Can’ done well
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Compost is better than manure

Kay Melia
vkmelia@yahoo.com

It’s the year 2012, right? It’s an era of unbeliev-
able technological advances, like 100 bushel per
acre wheat crops, and federal budgets measured
in the trillions of dollars, and so much more. And
yet, most home gardeners are not aware that un-
consumed organic material carries more nutrients
than it does after it has been ingested, digested,
and expelled.

It is not difficult to believe in this computer-
ized age that there are very few who remember
when animal manure added untold value to the
soil, and it’s distribution from barns and chicken
houses to gardens and cornfields was what made
things grow and thrive. When just an “overalled”
kid, I was the one to roll the trailer over to the
chicken house door and scoop everything out for
delivery to the garden site. It was a “twice a year”
ritual, because everyone knew that manure, from
all farmstead occupants, was the reason that field
crops and garden vegetables thrived and produced
outstanding yields.

And then came a time when the word was
spread by scientists that studied such things that
the manure of most farm animals is low in plant
feeding elements, even when it is fresh, and then
when it ages sufficiently so that it does not burn
plant roots, most of the nutrients have drained
away. The result is that when the gardener works
the dry material into the soil, there isn’t much left
but fiber. That’s not all bad, because fiber enhanc-
es the structure of the soil. But the truth is that

percent nitrogen, and that’s not enough to help the
plant very much.

It was in 1940 that Sir Albert Howard of Eng-
land wrote a book entitled “Agricultural Testa-
ment” that was the springboard for information
that manure just wasn’t the valuable stuff that
people were brought up to believe. Sir Albert
wrote that animals, in digesting and assimilating
vegetable matter, actually use practically all the
nutrient content for their own bodies, leaving very
little recyclable value in their manure.

Therefore, organic matter of almost every kind,
when plowed into the soil and allowed to biode-
grade, provides more soil nutrients than manure,
because most of the nutrients were used by the
animal during his own growth cycle. Still, we
have the fiber factor, which really helps the soil.
We just have to find other ways to fertilize field
and garden crops.

If gardeners really want to do something for
soil enhancement, they should build and maintain
a compost pile. Research shows that homemade
compost provides twice the feeding elements of
an old manure pile. But we must remember that
the addition of any organic material, while tre-
mendously valuable for soil structure, does not
and cannot begin to equal the value of commer-
cial fertilizers in terms of crop production.

I think back to all those years that I was the
appointed one to clean out the barn and chicken
house and spread it over the garden and around
the fruit trees. Chopped up cornstalks would have

The Eisenhower Elementary band held an instrumental band concert on Wednesday
at the school. The recital featured ensemble performances from different sections and
included musical selections from several classical composers like Brahms and Mozart.
The concert was directed by Don Mordecai. Pictured, students Cale Patterson, Jace
Ruder, Tevin Petrie, Cody Burns and Michael Ball perform “Can-Can” by Jacques Of-
fenbach.
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done the job better! Now they tell me!

Nicquel Ann-Marie McVey of
Norton was among nearly 1,700
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
students that were recognized
on April 22 in conjunction with
the All-University Honors Con-
vocation.

McVey, a sophomore in the
Division of General Studies, will
be honored as a High Scholar.

Students are recognized at
Honors Convocation for their

ber or who will receive their
degrees in May or August and
have maintained 4.0 grade-point
averages on all collegiate work
at UNL and elsewhere;
-Superior Scholars, seniors
graduating in the 2011-12 aca-
demic year who have been rec-
ognized at Honors Convocation
each year of their enrollment;
-High Scholars, students other

than Chancellor’s Scholars and
Superior Scholars who are in
the top 10 percent of their class.

Photographs of 18 of the 26
Chancellor’s Scholars (eight
were unavailable for photo-
graphs) can be found at go.unl.
edu/960. A list of all students
recognized at Honors Convoca-
tion can be found at go.unl.edu/
rkj.
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These transactions were taken from the records
of filings in the offices of the District Court clerk
at the Norton County Courthouse.

Traffic and Wildlife and Parks cases are given
to the paper when the fines are paid.

April 19

March 14-LuAnn Faye Booth, Lakewood,
Colo.; Charge: Speeding 79 in 65; Found: Guilty;
Fine: $167.

March 30-Violet Robin Dowty, Loveland,
Colo.; Charge: Speeding 86 in 65; Found: Guilty;

Fine: $212.

April 1-Gerald D. Jackson, Norcatur; Charge:
Expired registration; Found: Guilty; Fine: $173.

April 5-Shawn Ray Judd, Lakewood, Colo.;
Charge: Speeding 77 in 65; Found: Guilty; Fine:
$155.

Sept. 3, 2009-John R. Morgan, McCook, Neb.;
Charge: Speeding 81 in 65; Found: Guilty; Fine:
$186.

March 30-Thomas Samuel Stacey, Selden;
Charge: Failure to give notice of guilty plea ac-
cident; Found: Guilty; Fine: $348.

Municipal Court

These transactions were taken from the records
of filings in the offices of the Norton Municipal
Court. These cases were given to the paper with
the date of the hearings.

April 19

March 29-Samantha Cook, Norton; Charge:
1. No proof of insurance, 2. Stop sign violation;
Plea: 2. No contest; Other action: 1. Dismissed
with proof; Found: 2. Guilty; Sentence: Fine
$100, costs $76, total $176.

March 5-Jennifer Vohs, Norton; Charge: Mis-
demeanor theft; Plea: No contest; Found: Guilty;
Sentence: Fine $500, costs $76, total $576, five
days jail suspended if fines are paid by Dec. 31,

2012.

March 26-Seth Batson, Norton; Charge: Disor-
derly conduct; Plea: No contest; Found: Guilty;
Sentence: Fine $250, costs $76, total $326, five
days jail suspended if fines are paid by Dec. 31,
2012.

April 15-Ann Marie Cox, Long Island; Charge:
No proof of insurance; Other action: Dismissed
with proof.

April 14-Brian Richardson, Beaver City, Neb.;
Charge: 1. Speeding 40 in 30, 2. No proof of in-
surance; Plea: No contest; Other action: 2. Dis-
missed with proof; Found: Guilty; Sentence: Fine
$30, costs $76, total $106.
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Shelby Strickland of Benning-
ton has accepted membership

into the National Society of Col-
legiate Scholars.
The society is a member of the

Association of College Honor
Societies. Membership is by
invitation only and is made on

grade point average and class
standing.
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Strickland is the granddaugh-
ter of Gary and Rovella Shearer
of Norton and the late Larry and

Carol Strickland of Norton and
she is the great-niece of Mar-
celle Allen of Norton.
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. Code of conduct

for academic year home stay
programs, and the sponsoring
organization needs a few more
local host families. The students
are anxiously awaiting news
of their new families. This is
the last chance for these young
ambassadors to fulfill their life-
long dreams, and their place-
ment deadlines are rapidly ap-

the ages of 15 and 18 years, are
English-speaking, have their
own spending money, carry ac-
cident and health insurance, and
are anxious to share their cul-
tural experiences with their new
American families.

Families interested in learning
more about student exchange or
arranging for a meeting with

546-1402. The agency also has
travel/study program opportu-
nities available for American
high school students as well as
possibilities for community vol-
unteers to assist and work with
area host families, students and
schools.
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