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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Jesus said to Nathanael, “Come
and see.”

As I'was working on this message, re-
searching the textand thinking about what
this passage was saying to me and what I
wasto share with you about this particular
passage at this particular point in time, [
was watching one of my all-time favorite
movies, Field of Dreams. In case you've
never seen the movie, it’s about an Iowa
corn farmer who hears a voice, plows up
part of his crop to put in a baseball field
that allows players from the 1919 White
Sox team to come out of what is left of
the corn and play on it, then travels to
Boston to pick up Terence Mann, then to
Minnesota, then back home.

So as I'm reflecting on invitations in
this passage and in the Bible, the movie
hadreached the point where Shoeless Joe
Jackson was leaving to go back to wher-
ever it was the cornfield led the players.
He stopped, turned, and said, “Hey, you
wanttocome withus?”Ray Kinsella ,the
farmer asks, “Youmeanit?” Shoeless Joe
says, “No, not you. Him”, and points to
Terence Mann.

At this point Ray gets upset, asking,
“Waitasecond. Waitasecond. Why him?
Ibuiltthis field, you wouldn’teven be here
ifitweren’tfor me.I wanttoknow what’s
out there. I want to see it.”

Shoeless Joe justlooks athim and says,
“Butyou’renotinvited.” Which gets Ray
even more upset. “Not invited? What do
you mean, I’'m not invited?” He can’t
believe he’s not invited!

Have any of you ever been “NOT
INVITED” to an event? Was there ever
atime in grade school where a classmate
had a birthday party and you were “NOT
INVITED”? Or maybe in High School
when someone you thought was your
friend has a party and you’re “NOT
INVITED™?

It’s probably happened to you. If
you’re not part of the “in crowd”, you are
left on the outside looking in. If you were
on the outside, how did that make you
feel? I can tell you from experience that
it’s not a good feeling.

Invitations are often very restrictive.
Weddinginvitations are given torelatives
and close friends; celebration dinner invi-
tations are often restricted to top people
in business or politics.

Butthe invitation Isaiah offers in chap-
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ter 55isauniversal,non-restrictive invitation.
God, through Isaiah,issues an openinvitation
to “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the
waters; and you that have no money, come,
buy and eat!” Anyone can eat and drink this
meal, free of charge. The only requirement
is that they COME. In that first verse alone,
God says, “Come” 3 times!

In one sense, a preacher of the gospel has
an unchanged message; each sermon may
have adifferent text, butultimately the scrip-
tures have butone message.And that message
canbe summarized inone word - it’san invita-
tion from God - it’s the word “Come”.

Some of the “Comes” of God’s Word

Isa 1:18 “Come now, let us reason to-
gether,” says the LORD.

There is also the wonderful invitation

to come to Him for relief from our burdens
and cares.

Mt. 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.”

First He invites us to come to see and know
Him, then to come with Him to win others.
Mark 1:17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow
me and I will make you fishers of men.”

John 1:39 He said to them, “Come and
see”. They came and saw where He was
staying,and they remained with Him that day.
Andnote His promise to those who do accept
His invitation: John 6:37 “...anyone who
comes to me [ will never drive away.”

Thereisevenapersonalinvitationtous.In
Rev.3:20: “Listen! I am standing at the door,
knocking; if you hear my voice and open the

beauty of His earth.

On a freezing winter morning there’s a possibility
that we might awaken to snow softly falling and
the weatherman calling for a deep accumulation.
Cancellations abound; children cheer as their
parents groan. Though some of us look forward to
days like this, they are a source of inconvenience for
many. Snowy weather can add to our stress, yet, when
we are “snowed in” we have an opportunity for togeth-
erness that we otherwise wouldn’t. We can enjoy the
break from life’s pace and give thanks to God for the
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door, I will come in to you and eat with
you, and you with me.” Jesus is knock-
ing. And being polite, he will not “come
in” until we open the door and extend an
invitation. He invites us to open the door
and invite him in.

The Great Banquet comes by its name
quite honestly. Those of us there for the
first time were guests at a great feast. We
were fed afeast, not only for our physical
bodies but also for our spiritual bodies.

The Great Banquet is an ecumenical
gathering. All are invited and all are
welcome. Unlike those invited guests
in Luke, those of us there accepted our
invitation to the great banquet. Oh, sure,
there were some who didn’t want to be
there (at first), others who weren’t sure
why they were there, and still others who
came with their own agendas.

There are many invitations from the
Lordinthe Bible, with gracious promises
to those who come, but note especially

Weekly A o
Scripture the final invitation of Fhe Biblein Reve]a—
ik tion 22:17,“The Spirit and the bride say,
Reading “Come.” Andleteveryone who hears say,
L “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty
come. Leteveryone who wishes take the
John water of life as a gift.”
17:1-26 It was this kind of announcement
that Isaiah made in Babylon some 2,500
Acts years ago. An open invitation from God,
6:1-15 “Come, all you who are thirsty, and you,
who have no money, come buy and eat!
Come,buy wine and milk without money
Acts and without price.” Jesus has set the table
1:1-83 and is inviting us, saying, “....Come, for
= allisnowready.” Itis a free feast of Spiri-
e o C S T-LC Acts tual food! And Jesus has already paid the
9:1-43 entire bill. Let ALL who hunger and thirst
come to Him and be satisfied.
A God issues open invitations. Unlike
cts . .
17:1-34 tholse grade §chool blrt‘hday parties,
unlike those high school “in-crowd” par-
ties, unlike those restrictive wedding or
Acts celebration dinner invitations,and unlike
18:1-28 Shoeless Joe’s invitation to only Terence
Mann, these invitations in the Bible are
Acts for EVERYONE. No one is excluded.
19:1-41 Like the giver of the great banquet, God
doesn’t care if you’re poor, lame, crip-
S pled, or blind. He doesn’t care if you're
black, white, green, or of any particular
Scriptures Selected jepomination. Remember and believe,
by the American that when God invites us and says, “Ya’ll
Bible Society come”, He means EVERYBODY!
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Adoption

ADOPTION: Energetic, fun lov-
ing well-educated couple looking
to adopt a newborn child from
a caring birth mother. Expenses
Paid. Call Stefanie & Kevin at
1-866-816-3251

Career Opportunity

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
forhands on Aviation Career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid
if qualified - Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 888-248-7449.

Career Opportunity

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE
ONLINE. *Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aidif qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

Educational

ALLIED HEALTH career train-
ing - Attend college 100% online.
Job placement assistance. Com-
puter available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEYV certified. Call
800-481-9409 www.CenturaOn-
line.com

For Sale

Foreclosed Mobile Home with
land ready tomove in. Great value.
Approx 1500 sq ft. 3Br/2Ba. Seri-
ous offers only. No renters. Call
785-789-4991

Help Wanted

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or primeinc.com

Help Wanted
FOREMEN to lead utility field

crews. Outdoor physical work,
many positions, paid training,
$17/hr. plus weekly performance
bonuses after promotion, living
allowance when traveling, com-
pany truck and benefits. Must
have strong leadership skills,
good driving history, and able to
travel in Kansas and nearby States.
Email resume to Recruiter6@
osmose.com or apply online at
www.OsmoseUtilities.com. EOE
M/F/D/IV

Help Wanted

Ottawa USD 290 is seeking can-
didates for Ottawa High School
Principal. Twelve-month po-
sition beginning July 1, 2012.
Requires appropriate administra-
tive licensure. More information
and application at http://ottawa.
ks.schoolrecruiter.net.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

“You got the drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass Pets/
passenger policy. Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. 1-800-
528-7825

Special Events

RED GREEN LIVE Experience
this hilarious one-man show. Sat.,
May 19th, 7pm, Wichita Orpheum
Theatre. For tickets call 316-755-
7328 or purchase online at www.
selectaseat.com. www.redgreen.
com

Sporting Goods

GUN SHOW JAN. 28-29 SAT.
9-5 & SUN. 9-3 WICHITA
CESSNA ACTIVITY CENTER
(2744 GEORGE WASHINGTON
BLVD) BUY-SELL-TRADE
INFO: (563)927-8176

*PUBLIC NOTICE®

NOTICE OF HEARING

Published in The Norton Telegram on
Friday, January 13, January 20 and
January 27, 2012 (€])]
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
NORTON COUNTY, KANSAS
In The Matter of the Application of
CASSIE MAE FIELD
to Change Name
Case No. 2012 CV 02
NOTICE OF HEARING
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN -
GREETING:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
the above-named Cassie Mae Field has
filed her petition in the above-named
Court praying for judgment and decree
changing her name to that of “Cassie

Mae Lowry” and that said petition will
be heard by said Court in the Courtroom
on the third floor of the Norton County
Courthouse, Norton, Kansas on the
13th day of February, 2012 at 1:30
o’clock p.m. and you are hereby
required to plead to the petition on or
before that time. If you fail to plead,
judgment and decree will be entered in
due course upon the petition.

Cassie Mae Field, Petitioner
Melissa M. Schoen #23220
Attorney at Law
213 S. Kansas, P.O. Box 427
Norton, KS 67654
(785) 877-3086
Attorney for Petitioner

THE SPONSORS OF THIS
CHURCH PAGE DO SO
WITH PRIDE IN OUR

Abel Tree Service
- Rov ABgL -
Fully Insured * Bucket Truck
* FREE ESTIMATES «

Stump Grinder

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies

102 S. State - Norton, Kansas

COMMUNITY Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721

Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment

*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC

Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company The Norton Telegram
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Your Local Newspaper
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Phone 785-877-3361
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 Fax: 785-877-3732
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Lee Hardy Construction LLC

McMullen Real Estate

Don’s Floor Covering

New Construction ¢ Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm * Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic

of Oberlin, P.A.

N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

Destination

NG K aclr. s
kitchen
115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911
Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

Everything All Creatures Vet Clinic
under the sun Veterinary Service for
Large and Small Animals

Dr. Steven L. Graf (Owner)
5761 Road E12 - Almena, KS 67622
Phone 785-669-2227

*PUBLIC NOTICE®

CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. 2012-1

Published in The Norton Telegram Friday, January 20, and January 27,2012

@m

CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. 2012-1

A CHARTER ORDINANCE EXEMPTING THE CITY OF CLAYTON FROM THE
PROVISIONS OF K.S.A. 66-1801 ET SEQ., THE KANSAS UNDERGROUND
UTILITY DAMAGE PROTECTION ACT, AND PROVIDING SUBSTITUTE AND
ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS ON THE SAME SUBJECT.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF CLAYTON:
Section 1. The City of Clayton by virtue of the power vested init by Article
12, Section 5 of the constitution of the State of Kansas, hereby elects and
does exempt itself and make inapplicable to it K.S.A. 66-1801 through
K.S.A. 66-1816, the enactment known as the Kansas Underground Utility
Damage Protection Act, which enactment applies to this city, but does not

apply uniformly to all cities.

Section 2. Allunderground water and wastewater facilities installed after

July 1, 2008 shall be locatable.

Section 3. Any excavator may, prior to excavating, call the city and request
that the city locate any underground wastewater and water facilities.

Section 4. This charter ordinance shall be published once each week for
two consecutive weeks in the official city newspaper.

Section 5. This charter ordinance shall take effect 61 days after final
publication unless a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed and a
referendum held on the ordinance as provided in Article 12, Section 5,
Subsection (c) (3) of the Constitution of the State of Kansas, in which case
the ordinance shall become effective if approved by the majority of the

electors voting thereon.

Passed by the governing Body, not less than two-thirds of the members-elect
voting in favor thereof, this 9th day of January, 2012.

Russell Bird, Mayor

Drop in to an exotic subterranean
world and an extraordinary
experience. Now even more
extraordinary with our 2 for 1 offer
-- Buy 1 Salt Blast Pass and get
1 free of equal or lesser value.

Come to Ave. G & Airport Road and head
650" straight down! Must show this

ad when purchasing tickets to receive
2-for-1 offer. One coupon per
transaction. Coupon expires 2/12/12.
Reservations recommended.

Cash value 1/100 of a cent.

620-662-1425
undergroundmuseum.org

3504 East Avenue G Hutchinson

866-755-3450




