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Lady Jays defeat Plainville in league action

By Dick Boyd
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
Coach Kevin Jilka’s Norton

Community High School girls
basketball team overcame a sec-
ond quarter cold shooting spell
and left the nets smoking from
three-point land in a 48-30 Mid-
Continent League victory on
Tuesday night in Plainville.

The Lady Jays’ defense al-
lowed Plainville just 2 baskets
in a first quarter which ended
with Norton leading 14-4 but
Norton scored only 5 points and
Plainville tallied 11 in the sec-
ond period to narrow the Lady
Jay lead to 19-15 at halftime.

It was a different story in the
second half where Norton out-
scored Plainville 14-8 in the
third period and 15-7 in the fi-
nal stanza.

Baskets from beyond the arc
were the highlight for Norton
as the Lady Jays swished 8 of
13 for 62 percent accuracy. Ju-
nior point guard Tawni Griffey
led the way with a perfect 4 of
4 from long range. She added 2
of 3 from two-point land for 67
percent and was 6 of 7 overall
for a sharpshooting 86 percent!
Tawni also hit 1 of 1 free throws
for 17 total points.

Sophomore guard Katelyn
Engelbert was also accurate
from beyond the arc. She buried
3 of 5 long range shots for 60
percent. She added 2 of 9 two-
point attempts for 22 percent
and was 5 of 14 overall for 36
percent and 13 points.

Junior guard Kamilla Jones
completed the three-point bar-
rage with 1 of 4 from long range
for 25 percent She also hit 1 of
1 from two-point land and was
2 of 5 overall for 40 percent and
5 points.

Senior post Erin Terrell was
the third Norton player who
scored in double figures. She
hit 5 of 9 two-point shots for 56
percent and was 1 of 2 from the
charity stripe for a total of 11
points.

Other than the three-point
shooting, coach Jilka was not
that happy with the way his
girls played. “It was a win,” he
said. “We didn’t execute very
well. We did a lot of standing
around.

“Defense kept us in the game.
We rebounded decently for
us and the three point baskets
helped We had just played three
games last week in the league
tournament and to play again on
Tuesday on the road was tough
but you have to always be ready
to play. It’s a win and we’ll take
it.

“We’re 5 and 5 now and it’s
our third win in a row so our
girls are gaining some confi-
dence.”

As noted, Norton hit 8 of 13
long range shots for 62 percent.
The Lady Jays also swished 11
of 28 two-point shots for 39 per-
cent and were 19 of 41 overall
for 42 percent. The Lady Car-
dinals scored on 2 of 8 from
beyond the arc for 25 percent
and hit the exact same number
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The Norton Lady Jays’ Erin Terrell cheers for teammate Alec
Melvin as she wins the battle for a loose ball during Nor-
ton’s win at Plainville on Tuesday evening.

of two-point shots as Norton.
Hitting 11 of 28 for the same 39
percent from two-point range,
the Lady Cardinals were 13 of
36 overall for 36 percent.
Leading scorer for Plain-
ville was Allison Sears with 8
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points.

Both teams hit 2 free throws.
Norton was 2 of 4 from the
charity stripe for 50 percent and
Plainville was 2 of 9 for 22 per-
cent.

Norton outrebounded Pla-

inville 21-15. The Lady Jays
grabbed 6 offensive and 15 de-
fensive caroms. The Lady Car-
dinals pulled down 6 offensive
and 9 defensive rebounds.

Eight different Norton girls
grabbed at least one rebound.
Engelbert was the leader with
8, followed by Terrell, 3; Caren
Thomson, 3; Teslee Nickell, 2;
Jones, 2; Griffey, 1; Bailey Am-
brosier, 1; Alec Melvin, 1.

Jones had 2 of Norton’s 5
steals, followed by Engelbert,
Nickell and Terrell, 1 each.

The Lady Jays had 15 offen-
sive assists compared to 6 for
the Lady Cardinals. Engelbert
led with 5 assists, followed by
Griffey, 4; Jones, 2; Nickell,
Terrell, Melvin, Thomson, 1
each.

Norton had 15 turnovers and
Plainville lost the ball 22 times.
Junior varsity

Norton’s junior varsity girls
team lost a 31-28 game when
a Plainville girl hit a shot at the
buzzer in overtime of a three-
quarter long game.

Norton led 5-0 after one quar-
ter, 10-9 after two quarters and
the score was tied at 19-all after
the end of the third quarter. Pla-
inville outscored Norton 12-9 in
the overtime.

Leading scorer for Norton
was Bailey Ambrosier with 13
points, followed by Alec Mel-
vin, 8; Johnnye Ruder, 4; Teslee
Nickell, 2; Darcy Bainter, 1.

Danee Plante led Plainville
with 11 points; Brianna Casey
scored 8 points.

“We had pretty much a lack
of effort and concentration to-
night,” said Norton assistant
girls basketball coach George
Rossi. “We were not ready to
play.

“Even though the buzzer
beater from Plainville gave
them the win, that was not what
lost the game for us. We did
that throughout the game by not
making easy shots or taking care
of the ball plus not playing good
defense was our undoing.”

Next action

Norton will host Trego Com-
munity in  Mid-Continent
League basketball action this
evening. Games will begin at
4:45 p.m. at two locations. The
junior varsity boys game will be
played in Wilmeth Kirk Me-
morial Gym. The junior varsity
girls game will be played in the
NCHS Stull Gym, followed
by the varsity girls and varsity
boys contests.

Norton Girls 48

Tawni Griffey 2 4 1-2 17,
Katelyn Engelbert 2 3 0-0 13;
Erin Terrell 5 0 1-2 11; Kamila
Jones 1 10-05; Caren Thomson
1 0 0-0 2; Game Totals 11 8 2-5
48.

Plainville Girls 30

Katelyn Frederking 1 0 0-0
2; Hannah Friend 2 0 1-3 5;
Shelbe Pywell 2 0 1-2 5; Court-
ney Copeland 0 2 0-0 6; Kim
Junkermeier 1 0 0-0 2; Brianna
Casey 1 0 0-3 2; Allison Sears
40 0-1 8; Game Totals 11 2 2-9
30.

Northern Valley varsity boys struggle in loss to Rock Hills

By Mike Stephens

mstephens@nwkansas.com
Superstition or coincidence, Friday the
13th was a bad day for the Northern Valley
boys varsity basketball team. The Huskies
struggled to convert on the offensive end

and fell to Rock Hills, 47-31.

Northern Valley jumped out to an early
first quarter lead. Sophomore Ian Vincent
led the way scoring three points and the
Huskies were ahead of Rock Hills, 7-4.

In the second quarter, Northern Valley
went ice cold scoring only two points from
senior Tyler Montgomery and Rock Hills
poured in 12 points and the Huskies went
into halftime trailing by seven, 16-9.

Northern Valley came out of the break
shooting a little better paced by Montgom-
ery’s five points. Rock Hills, however, put
up 15 points and the Huskies found them-
selves trailing by 11 points going into the

final quarter, 31 to 20.

Rock Hills ran away in the fourth quar-
ter, scoring 16 points and allowing Northern
Valley only 11 points. Sophomore Hunter
Chandler and senior Daniel Field contrib-
uted four points each to the Huskies fourth
quarter effort but it wasn’t enough as Rock

Hills cruised to the 16

“We played really

Huskies head coach Chuck Fessenden
praised the team’s defensive effort.

half.”

first half. We were able to get some good
shots but could not hit them,” said Fessen-
den. “The difference in the fouls began to
hurt us and played a big factor in the second

Sophomore Jordan Baird was the Huskies

game.

point victory.

solid defense in the

leading rebounder with four boards in the

In junior varsity action, Northern Valley
pulled out an impressive overtime win beat-
ing Rock Hills 46-45.

Freshman Matt Stutsman scored 15 points
and Vincent added 14 points to the win.

Vincent also led the way in rebound-
ing pulling down 12 boards and Chandler
brought in 11 rebounds.

Norton 7th graders wrap up basketball season

By Cheri Brooks

The Norton seventh grade
girls basketball wrapped up their
season Saturday, Dec. 10, at the
Smith Center Tournament. They
took on Beloit in the first game
of the tournament and lost 27-
17.

After the first quarter, Beloit
led 10 to two. However, Norton
didn’t give up and put seven
points up on the board to make
the halftime score 18-9 Beloit.
The third quarter scoring was
fairly even with Norton scor-
ing six points and Beloit scoring
eight points.

The Trojans were up 26-15
after three quarters. The final
quarter was very low scoring.
Norton only added two points
to their previous 15 to make
their final score 17. Beloit only
added a free throw for one point
in the final stanza for a total of
27 points.

Even though Norton lost by
10 points, 27-17, it was a close
ball game. Unfortunately, that
first quarter hurt us along with
not making our free throws.

The Lady Jays only connect-
ed on one of six attempted free
throws. Caitlyn Cox was the
leading scorer with 11 points.
Baylee Miller added four points
and Miah Melvin hit a field goal
for two points to round out the
scoring. Beloit was able to get
six players to contribute to their
scoring. Taryn Post and Josie
Wilson were Beloit’s leading
scorers with six points each.
Caitlyn Cox was Norton’s lead-
ing rebounder for the game.
Baylee Miller had the most
steals for the Lady Jays.

Since Norton lost its first
game against Beloit, it sent the
Lady Jays to the loser’s bracket
to face Smith Center since they
lost to Republic County. The
girls came out ready to play and
were able to put up 10 points

in the first quarter compared to
Smith Center’s three points.

Baylee Miller and Miah Mel-
vin were successful with two
shots behind the charity stripe
in the second quarter to bring
the halftime score to 16 points.
Smith Center was only able to
connect on one field goal in the
second quarter and was unsuc-
cessful on four free throws,
bringing its score to five points
at half.

In the third quarter, Miah
Melvin hit two field goals and
Caitlyn Cox knocked down
a free throw for a total of five
points. Smith Center only con-
nected on one field goal. Even
though Smith Center was down
21 to seven after three quarters,
they did not give up, scoring six
points in the fourth quarter to
Norton’s two points.

Norton was able to hold on
for the win, 23-13. Baylee Mill-
er was Norton’s leading scorer

in the game with 10 points. She
connected on two three-pointers
and two layups off steals.

Miah Melvin also hit a three-
pointer and two field goals for
a total of seven points. Caitlyn
Cox rounded out our scoring
with six points by making two
field goals and sinking two of
her four free throws.

There were numerous girls
going to the boards in this par-
ticular game as well. Caitlyn
Cox was the leading rebounder
but Baylee Miller, Kendra Cad-
walader, and Jena Risewick
were right behind her. Miah
Melvin and Baylee Miller did a
great job of getting in the pass-
ing lane and stealing the dribble
from the Redmen, and they were
the leading defensive stealers of
the game.

The Lady Jays were able to
force the Redmen into 17 turn-
overs for the game. Cambry
McGuire was the Lady Red-

72011 Norton

Registration

AYSO Soccer

FINAL REGISTRATION:

Saturday, January 23 — 2-5 p.m.

Cost is $40.00 Per Child

AGES: 4 1/2 to 19
We are planning on having an under 19 (ages 14 to 18) division

LOCATION FOR BOTH
REGISTRATIONS WILL BE:
Library Community Room
1 Washington Square, Norton, Kansas

Julie Baughman..........
@eena Wente............

We are in need of volunteers to fill several board positions as
well as coaches and referees. Please consider donating your
time and talents. For more information please contact:

(785) 877-2678
(785) 871-0442
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men’s leading scorer with six
points, Rebecca McDowell
added three points, and Mikayla
Dietz and Dayton Befort each
added two points.

The seventh graders ended
their season with an impres-
sive eight wins and only three
losses.
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Northern Valley Junior Jon Compton defends a Rock Hills
player Friday evening. Though Rock Hills defeated the var-
sity team, the Huskies Junior Varsity defeated Rock Hills in

overtime, 46-45.
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Your ad goes here
785-877-3361

“My family has faith in
Good Samaritan Hospital.”
Ernest Clark - Gibbon, Neb.

Ernest Clark, his daughter-in-law
Michelle and his granddaughter Shelby

Heart care you can believe in.

“I started to get a pain in my chest and knew right away what

it was. | also knew how important it is to get care as fast as
possible, so we decided to come to Good Samaritan Hospital
because it has everything we need.

“I had a six-way bypass, and my care was great; | couldn’t ask
for anything better. I'd tell anyone who has heart trouble that |
recommend Good Samaritan Hospital, any day of the week.

“I've got faith in Good Samaritan Hospital.”

Ernest Clark, Open Heart Surgery
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+ CATHOLIC HEALTH
INITIATIVES

ACCREDITED> ACCREDITED

Chest Pain
Center &

Good Samaritan Hospital

Kearney, Nebraska

When cardiology experience matters,
believe in Good Samaritan Hospital.

wuw.gshs.org

The medical center, centered on you.

See more of Ernest’s story at www.gshs.org/stories.




