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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Lessons from the Horse Business”
By Preacher/Teacher Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Ministries

SACRIFICAL LOVE

There are so many earthly
experiences in life which
show us the powerful effect
love has on everything we
come in touch with. One is
the horse business. There
are horse lovers and there
are horsemen. Horse lov-
ers do love horses and so
do horsemen. However,
there is a great difference
between the love (eros) ex-
pressed from horse lovers
and the love (agape) shown
fromhorsemen. Oneis self
serving while the other is
sacrificial service to horses
and their owners.

Horse lovers will have
horses,usually more horses
than they have money and
time to care for appropri-
ately. Horse lovers like
having horses because they
like how horse ownership
makes them feel. Horse
lovers are often irrespon-
sible in overseeing these

proper schooling,training and
conditioning. Their horses of-
ten perform while physically
hurting as the ignorant ride
them, taking no notice of the
discomfort being expressed
by the horses. Do not take
me wrong — this is not done
on purpose, but out of blind-
ness because of lack of study,
improper discipleship (horse-

manship), and poor steward-
ship of God’s creation.
Horsemen show asacrificial
love for horses. They recog-
nize that there is going to be
some kind of accounting to
God and the owners of the
horses they are given steward-
shipover. They study long and
hard and put themselves under
the discipleship of horsemen

A Decision for gbﬂ/

Decisions, decisions... our lives are full of them. Decisions are
stressful. People want to help us make our decisions, but differing
opinions can increase our confusion and weigh down our spirits.
Why not pray about it? Include God in the decision. With Him by
our side we have peace and strength as we face the challenges of

our lives. Study
His Word and
learn of His
will for you

who have proved faithful.
They search to find the
proper feeding and condi-
tioning program, enabling
the horses to achieve the
goals setbefore them. They
spend the months needed to
train and school the horses
before asking them to per-
form any certain task. A
horseman’s expectation of
the horses they train is that
the animals respond with
willing hearts. Horsemen
are ablessing to horses and
owners. They are the ones
that make the true horse
business a success.
God-fearing, Christ-
centered, Holy Spirit led
Christians are like horse-
men. They offer sacrifi-
cial service to mankind. (1
Corinthians 12-14) They
study to show themselves
approved. (1 Thessalo-
nians 2:4; 2 Timothy 2:15;
2Timothy 4:2) They know
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Churches That
Work Together

By Kirk Kasson
John 17:20-21 (NIV) Jesus Prays for All Believers

“My prayer is not for [the disciples] alone. I pray also for those
who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may
be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

A common criticism of Christianity is that we have so many
“differentchurches”. “They can’teven getalong with each other,”
some say, which is especially sad, considering the prayer of Jesus,
“that all of them may be one.” However, as serious as the prob-
lem of church dissension is, I oftentimes think the discussion is
overblown. I want you to consider how well the local churches in
Norton County work together.

By my count there are 16 separate congregations representing
13 denominations in Norton county. While it is unfortunate that
any division exists in the body of Christ, it has been my experi-
ence during my 14+ years as a minister in this area that we work
amazingly well together.

Our churches vary in size (from some in the teens to a handful
averaging in the hundreds) as well as doctrine. Some are more
formal, some are less. Some have part-time pastors, some have
multiple staff. Service styles range widely.

Butregardless of our differences, [ have seen a strong consensus
that the people of Norton County need to encounter Christ on a
personal level, and that the best way for this to happen is in the
community of Christ, through the teaching and living out of His
Word. I can’t speak for all churches, or all pastors, but I believe
that this sentiment is strong throughout our county.

On a similar note I have experienced a genuine concern and
compassion for any in our county who are in physical or financial
need. Again, time and again, I have observed that the churches in
our county are eager to help others.

The Norton County Ministerial Alliance has been a conduit for
many of these good works. Many churches working as an alliance
can do much to help those in need and to share the fellowship of
Christ. We do this through financial assistance to local residents
by pooling resources and people from these churches and sending
them directly to the need. All of this is done confidentially and with
discretion, so that needs can be met. This is all accomplished with
money provided through offerings and donations of churches and
individuals.

In addition, our alliance offers the opportunity for all of the
churches to worship together occasionally. Good Friday, Thanks-
giving, and the National Day of Prayer are events which have
brought large groups together, as well as our County Fair Gospel
concerts. These gatherings inspire me to know that the church
1s one, that we do believe in the same Christ, and that we can do
much together.

People may neveragree on all things. Music,baptism, leadership
and otherissues may continue to keep Christians aparton Sundays;
but what a blessing it must be to the Lord when we work together

liance

tions may be sent to:

16838 Eagles Road
Norton, KS 67654

for the good of all and for His glory.
Kirk Kasson is current president of the Norton Ministerial Al-

Donations to the Norton County Ministerial Alliance are tax
deductible and are solely used for the reasons cited above. No
ministerial alliance member receives any compensation. Dona-

Norton County Ministerial Alliance
Gerald Cummings, Treasurer
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THE SPONSORS OF THIS Abel Tree Service Moffet Drug Store
- Roy ABEL - “Prescription Specialists”
CHURCH PAGE DO SO Fully Insured * Bucket Truck Hallmark Cards and
WITH PRIDE IN OUR *FREE ESTIMATES + Russell Stover Candies
Stump Grinder 102 S. State - Norton, Kansas
COMMUNITY Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”
Aaron R. White, DVM Lawn Care Equipment 117 N. Kansas
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM *Toro *Lawnboy *Stih] Chain Saws Norton, Kansas
Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company The Norton Telegram
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Your Local Newspaper
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Phone 785-877-3361
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 Fax: 785-877-3732
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Lee Hardy Construction LLC
New Construction ¢ Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm * Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Adoption

PREGNANT? Loving, finan-
cially secure couple looking to
adopt a healthy infant. Expenses
PAID.ContactJohn and Maureen:
1-877-297-4051; email: Mau-
reenandJohnAdopt@gmail.com

Career Opportunity

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
forhands on Aviation Career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid
if qualified - Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 888-248-7449.

Career Opportunity

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE
ONLINE. *Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aidif qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

Educational

ALLIED HEALTH career train-
ing - Attend college 100% online.
Job placement assistance. Com-
puter available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified. Call
800-481-9409 www.CenturaOn-

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

: ’ Everythi
Destination %,

W% for your
kitchen

115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911
Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

All Creatures Vet Clinic
Veterinary Service for
Large and Small Animals
Dr. Steven L. Graf (Owner)
5761 Road E12 - Almena, KS 67622
Phone 785-669-2227
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www.wichitarvshow.com

WICHITA RV SHOW

s Wednesday January 11 4pm-9pm
Eﬁ?ﬁiﬂﬁ Thursday January 12 4pm-9pm

-———". Friday January 13 12-9pm

i e g Saturday January 14 10am-9pm
. Sunday January 15 12-6pm

Kansas Coliseum Pavillions

line.com

For Sale

Mobile Home with acreage ready
to move in, great for pets. Lots
of space for the price, 3Br 2Ba,
serious offers only, no renters.
785-789-4991

Help Wanted

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or primeinc.com

Help Wanted

Top Pay On Excellent Runs!
Regional Runs, Steady Miles,
Frequent Hometime,New Equip-
ment. Automatic Detention Pay!
CDL-A, 6 mos. exp. required.
EEOE/AAP866-322-4039 www.
Drive4Marten.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

“You got the drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass Pets/
passenger policy. Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. 1-800-
528-7825

Special Show Prices
$8 ADULTS $1 CHILDREN

JAN. 11TH - 15TH




