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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

Christmas: Gifts. Shopping,
buying, hiding. Wrapping.
Waiting.

Christmas: Bleary eyes. Foot-
edP.J.s.Presents! This one’s for
me! This one’s for you! Antici-
pation. Unwrapping. Opening.

‘Christmas Morning
By Pastor Kirk Kasson, Congregational Church, Almena

wrong? Pray. The goatis back. Tie
up the stupid goat. Push! Hours.
Hand holding. Talking. Praying.
Sweating. Comforting, waiting,
pushing. The head. “I see the
head!” He has hair!” “You can do
it. We’re almost there!” We who?

The shoulders. The baby. Fluids.
Umbilical cord.It’saboy! He’s ex-
cited. She’s exhausted. She holds
out her arms. He gives her their
son. She holds him. She smiles.
Jesus. His name is Jesus For unto
you a son is born. Unto you a son

is given. And the word became
flesh. And we beheld his glory.
His name is Jesus.
Shepherds. “Shepherds?”
They want to see the baby. How
dothey know about the baby?“1
have no idea. Do you want me
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Does someone have a pocket

to send them away?”” No. They

knife? Excitement. “I love it!”
Hugs. Smiles. Cocoa, eggnog,
cinnamon rolls. Christmas

Christmas. Young girl. Angel.
“Do not be afraid.” Prophesy.
Pledge. Fear. Faith.

Fiance. Confusion. Expla-
nation. Disbelief. Disappoint-
ment. Fear. Anger. Change of
plans.

A dream. An angel. “Do not
be afraid.” Fear. Belief. Trust.
Change of plans. Marriage.

Taxes.Acensus.Ajourney. A
ninety mile walk with a pregnant
woman. Donkey? Probably not.
Bathroom stops? Plenty. And
nota 7-11 in sight. Tired.

We’rethere. Crowded village
becomes a city. Find us a place
tostay.I’'mnottired. Noroom at
the inn. Rest here. Sleep.

“Joseph, It’s time.” Eyes
open. Panic. Fear. Grab the suit-
case?Drive to the hospital? Uh,
no. Get a doctor? A midwife?
No.Findashelter? Astable.It’ll
have to do. Now what? Wait.
Comfort. “Hold my hand.”
“Joseph, I'm scared.” “I know.
Don’t be afraid.” Wait. Worry.

meqqandzﬁumy'

t’s the season of ngt gzvmg o fnends

to family, to strangers. We can give without
loving, but we cannot love without giving. A loving
gift may be material or something as simple as a
smile, a hug or a listening ear. God’s gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ, was the greatest gift of love
and sacrifice; when we accept God’s gift we have
everything, without it we are the poorest of the
poor. Thank God for His wondrous gift; praise
Him as you worship this season of joy.

Push! Wait, Worry. Push! Pray. Weekly Scripture Reading
Joseph, “;Olﬂd tyou 'g”et ;lhat lsaiah  Isaiah  Luke  Luke  Luke  Luke
goat out of my face!” Shoo 71-25 811-97 11-25 1.26-38 1.39-56 1.57-80

the goat. Push! Rest. Breathe.
Wait. Worry. Why now? Why
here? What if something goes
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2.1-20

can see the baby.

Shepherds. Baby. Swaddling
clothes. Manger.Check,check,
check. That angel was right.
Angel? Did you say something
about an angel? Yeah. There
was this angel. Terrifying.
Huge. Holy. First thing he said
was “Donotbe afraid.” Then he
| told us to come to town, that a
girl had a baby that is the Mes-
siah. The Savior. The Christ.
He said we’d know it was the
baby if we found it wrapped
in clothes and lying in a feed
bunk. So we figure this must
be him. He’s beautiful ma’am.
Thank you. They bow before
the baby. They say a prayer.
They’re worshipping my baby.
They stand. They give their
blessings and go back to their
pastures. Mary, what do you
think about their story? They
said they saw an angel. [ know.
I’ve seen an angel. I have too.
He told me “Do not be afraid.”
And Mary pondered all these
things in her heart.

And the Word became flesh,
and dwelt among us. And we
beheld his glory. Glory of the
only begotten, full of grace,
and truth.

Merry Christmas.

Luke
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THE SPONSORS OF THIS
CHURCH PAGE DO SO WITH
PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY

Septic Tech Abel Tree Service Moffet Drug Store
Pumping, Replacement, Repair - Roy ABEL - “Prescription Specialists”
— Experience You Can Count On - Fully Insured * Bucket Truck Hallmark Cards and
Maintenance Contracts * Inspections * FREE ESTIMATES -+ Russell Stover Candies
Licensed by NWLEPG Stump Grinder 102 S. State - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-871-TECH (8324) - Norton, KS Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 2.m.-9:30 p.m. Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company The Norton Telegram
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Your Local Newspaper
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Phone 785-877-3361
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 Fax: 785-877-3732
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Lee Hardy Construction LLC
New Construction ¢ Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm * Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

: ’ Everythi
Destination %,

Wﬁ/ for your
kitchen

115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911
Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

American
Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

Career Opportunity

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
for hands on Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing available CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance.
888-248-7449.

Career Opportunity

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE
ONLINE. *Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

Career Training

ALLIED HEALTH career train-
ing - Attend college 100% online.
Job placement assistance. Com-
puter available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified. Call
800-481-9409 www.CenturaOn-

SATURDAY,

line.com

Help Wanted

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or primeinc.com

Help Wanted

Top Pay On Excellent Runs!
Regional Runs, Steady Miles,
Frequent Hometime, New Equip-
ment. Automatic Detention Pay!
CDL-A, 6 mos. exp. required.
EEOE/AAP866-322-4039 www.
Drive4Marten.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

“You got the drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass Pets/
passenger policy. Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. 1-800-
528-7825

MAY 19, 2012 - Tpm

WICHITA ORPHEUM THEATRE

Tickets available through
Select-A-Seat.
CaII (316) 755-7328.

or at any D|IIons Superstore
and all Plant Employee Clubs.

& MORTON BUILDINGS, INC.

Are You Morton Buildings Material?

WE’RE HIRING CREW MEMBERS
The Benefits...

e Training Bonus e Paid Holidays, vacation and personal time
e Medical/ Dental / Prescription e Matching 401 (k) program
e Life Insurance e Optional savings plan
e Year-round schedule with limited travel

And an INCENTIVE PLAN which can INCREASE your pay by 20% or more!

Clinton (660) 885-5759
Colby (785) 462-7505
Garden City (620) 275-4105
Holton (785) 364-4177

Apply online: www.JAmMortonBuildings.com

Minden (308) 832-1715
Monett (417) 235-7804
Salina (785) 823-6359
Winfield (620) 221-3265

(800) 447-7436

Morton Buildings, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer

mortonbuildings.com

in the local newspaper.
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PUBLIC
OTICE

If it’s not in the newspaper,
how will you know?

0 I_Irl{ A ] D ZOl’lll‘lg changes in your

neighborhood. A proposal to
increase your property taxes.

- Information on how public

officials are spending your
~ tax dollars. These are just a
few of the topics — topics
that affect your family and

your community — local government officials are required to publish

Your local newspaper fulfills an essential role in serving your right to
know. After all, it shouldn't be your responsibility to know how to
look ... where to look ... when to look ...

and even what to look for in

order to be informed about public information. It is the government’s
responsibility to notify you of public information, and your local
newspaper is the most accessible place to find it.

PUBLIC NOTICES IN NEWSPAPERS.
Where public information is accessible to the public.




