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AsIwas working on this message,
researching the text and thinking
about what this passage was saying
to me and what I was to share with
you about this particular passage
at this particular point in time, I
was watching one of my all-time
favorite movies, Field of Dreams.
Incase you’venever seen the movie,
it’s about an lowa corn farmer who
hears a voice, plows up part of his
crop to put in a baseball field that
allows players from the 1919 White
Sox team to come out of what is
left of the corn and play on it, then
travels to Boston to pick up Terence
Mann, then to Minnesota, then back
home.

SoasI’mreflecting oninvitations
in this passage and in the Bible, the
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Ya'll Come
Rev. Lyn Linde, First United Methodist Church, Norton

Isaiah, issues an open invitation to
“Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the
waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!” Anyone can eat
and drink this meal, free of charge. The
only requirementis that they COME.In
that first verse alone,God says, “Come”
three times!

In one sense, a preacher of the gos-
pel has an unchanged message; each
sermon may have a different text, but
ultimately the scriptures have but one
message.And that message can be sum-
marized in one word - it’s an invitation
from God - it’s the word “Come”.

Some of the “Comes” of God’s
Word

Isa 1:18 “Come now, let us reason
together,” says the LORD.

There is also the wonderful invita-

tion to come to Him for relief from our
burdens and cares.

Mt. 11:28 “Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and [ will give
you rest.”

First He invites us to come to see and
know Him, then to come with Him to
win others. Mark 1:17 And Jesus said
to them, “Follow me and I will make
you fishers of men.”

John 1:39 He said to them, “Come
and see”. They came and saw where
He was staying, and they remained with
Him that day. And note His promise to
those whodo accept His invitation: John
6:37“...anyone who comes to me [ will
never drive away.”

There is even a personal invitation to
us.InRev. 3:20: “Listen! I am standing
at the door, knocking; if you hear my

voice and open the door, I will come
in to you and eat with you, and you
with me.” Jesus is knocking. And
being polite, he will not “come in”
until we open the door and extend an
invitation. He invites us to open the
door and invite him in.

The Great Banquet comes by its
name quite honestly. Those of us
there for the first time were guests
at a great feast. We were fed a feast,
not only for our physical bodies but
also for our spiritual bodies.

The Great Banquet is an ecumeni-
cal gathering. All are invited and all
are welcome. Unlike those invited
guests in Luke, those of us there
accepted our invitation to the great
banquet. Oh, sure, there were some
who didn’t want to be there (at first),
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movie had reached the point where

others who weren’t sure why they

Shoeless Joe Jackson was leaving
to go back to wherever it was the
cornfieldled the players. He stopped,
turned, and said, “Hey, you want to
come with us?” Ray Kinsella, the
farmer asks, “You mean it?” Shoe-
less Joe says, “No, not you. Him”,
and points to Terence Mann.

At this point Ray gets upset, ask-
ing, “Wait a second. Wait a second.
Why him? I built this field, you
wouldn’t even be here if it weren’t
for me. I want to know what’s out
there. I want to see it.”

Shoeless Joe just looks at him
and says, “But you’re not invited.”
Which gets Ray even more upset.
“Not invited? What do you mean,
I’m not invited?”” He can’t believe
he’s not invited!

Have any of you ever been “NOT
INVITED” to an event? Was there
ever a time in grade school where
a classmate had a birthday party
and you were “NOT INVITED”?
Or maybe in High School when
someone you thought was your
friend has a party and you’re “NOT
INVITED”?

It’s probably happened to you. If
you’re not part of the “in crowd”,
you are left on the outside looking
in. If you were on the outside, how
did that make you feel? I can tell
you from experience that it’s not a
good feeling.

Invitations are often very restric-
tive. Wedding invitations are given
to relatives and close friends; cel-
ebration dinner invitations are often
restricted to top people in business
or politics.

But the invitation Isaiah offers
in chapter 55 is a universal, non-
restrictive invitation. God, through
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n vacation there is so much to see and

do that it is easy to forget about worship. What
an opportunity to visit a new house of God, whether
it is a monumental cathedral or a small historic
sanctuary. Stop in for a while and spend some time
with Him. Let serenity spread through your spirit.
Sing praises to the Lord, for He is with you wherever
you are...He is the Creator of the splendor that we
enjoy on vacation and each day. May God bless you
with His protection as you travel on your way.
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1 Samuel 1 Samuel 1 Samuel 2 Samuel Matthew Matthew Philemon
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were there,and still others who came
with their own agendas.

There are many invitations from
the Lord in the Bible, with gracious
promises to those who come, but
note especially the final invitation of
the Bible in Revelation 22:17,“The
Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say,
“Come.” And let everyone who is
thirsty come. Let everyone who
wishes take the water of life as a
gift.”

It was this kind of announcement
that Isaiah made in Babylon some
2,500 years ago. An open invitation
from God, “Come, all you who are
thirsty,and you, who have no money,
come buy and eat! Come, buy wine
and milk without money and without
price.” Jesus has set the table and is
inviting us, saying, “....Come, for
all is now ready.” It is a free feast
of Spiritual food! And Jesus has
already paid the entire bill. Let ALL
who hunger and thirst come to Him
and be satisfied.

God issues open invitations.
Unlike those grade school birthday
parties, unlike those high school
“in-crowd” parties, unlike those
restrictive wedding or celebration
dinner invitations,and unlike Shoe-
less Joe’s invitation to only Terence
Mann, these invitations in the Bible
are for EVERYONE. No one is
excluded. Like the giver of the great
banquet, God doesn’t care if you're
poor, lame, crippled, or blind. He
doesn’t care if you’re black, white,
green, or of any particular denomi-
nation. Remember and believe, that
when God invites us and says,“Ya’ll
come”’, He means EVERYBODY'!
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THE SPONSORS OF THIS Abel Tree Service Moffet Drug Store
- Roy ABEL - “Prescription Specialists”
CHURCH PAGE DO SO Fully Insured * Bucket Truck Hallmark Cards and
* FREE ESTIMATES -+ Russell Stover Candies
WITH PRIDE IN OUR Stump Grinder 102 S. State - Norton, Kansas
COMMUNITY Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 | 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Lee Hardy Construction LLC McMullen Real Estate Don’s Floor Covering

New Construction ¢ Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm * Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

: : Everythi
Destination =i

Wﬁ/ for your
kitchen

115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911
Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

The Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Phone 785-877-3361
Fax: 785-877-3732
Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Adoption

ADOPT: Happily married couple
looking to adopt your newborn for
a lifetime of love and happiness.
Expenses paid. Please call Robert
& Theresa at 1-800-369-4461

Adoption

ADOPTION Young, happily mar-
ried couple wishing for newborn.
Love, affection, security and
opportunities await your baby.
Expenses paid. Please call Jillian/
David anytime 877-613-8169

Adoption

PREGNANT? Considering
Adoption? Call us First! Living
expenses, housing, medical and
continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your
choice.Call 24/7.Adopt Connect.
1-866-743-9212

Career Opportunity

ALLIED HEALTH career train-
ing - Attend college 100% online.
Job placement assistance. Com-
puter available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified. Call
800-481-9409 www.CenturaOn-
line.com

Help Wanted

ST.GEORGE WATER/WASTE-
WATER OPERATOR, Class I
Certification preferred. Salary
dependent on experience, com-
prehensive benefit package, de-
scription & application at www.
stgeorgekansas.com or 205 First,
St.George, KS. Accepted until
position filled.

Help Wanted

Top Pay On Excellent Runs!
Marten Just Raised Pay/Rates!
Regional Runs, Steady Miles,
Frequent Hometime, New Equip-
ment. CDL-A, 6mo. Experience
required. EEOE/AAP 866-322-
4039 www.Drive4Marten.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Drivers- Flatbed & Reefer Aver-
age $1.12 to $1.24/mile (+fuel
surcharge) Paid Training Late

Metal House Plans
AVAILABLE

Maintenance Free
Economical

Available with 2" x 6” stud walls on footing or post frame

ES%\
Quality Structures, Inc.

Richmond, KS
(800) 374-6988

www.qualitystructures.com
Call for FREE information and estimates

Model Equipment, Benefits Call
Prime Inc. Today! 800-277-0212
or www.primeinc.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Quality Drive-Away, Inc. is seek-
ing 40 CDL qualified drivers to
deliver new trucks and buses. We
are the exclusive transporter for
Collins Bus in Hutchinson, KS
and have fiveregional offices with
other large contracts. Call today
1-866-764-1601 or visit www.
qualitydriveaway.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

“You got the drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass Pets/
passenger policy. Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. 1-800-
528-7825

Manufactured Homes
ATTENTION LAND OWN-
ERS!!! Your land deed is what
you need. It’s easy! Buy new 3,
4 or 5 bedroom doublewides and
singlewides. 800-375-3115

Misc.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
for high paying Aviation Career.
FA Aapproved program. Financial
aidif qualified - Job placement as-
sistance. CALL Aviation Institute
of Maintenance. 888-248-7449.

Misc.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home. *Medical *Busi-
ness *Paralegal, * Accounting,
*Criminal Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified. Call
888-220-3977 www.CenturaOn-
line.com

Misc.

Shrine Bowl, July 30, Hays, Ben-
efiting Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren. 1.800.530.5524, ksshrine.
com. 2M Race, FREE Parade,
HS Combine/Clinic, All-Star
Football & Cheer,All-State Band,
and MORE.

Consider the QSI Advantage

- Free Estimates
- Free On-Site Consultation
« Fully Insured
- Pre-engineered for code laws
- Licensed ICC General Contractor
« 3-Ply Laminated Posts
(60 year warranty)
- Steel Roof and Sides
(40 yr. warranty)
- 16 colors available
+ 8’ 0/c Post Spacing
4’ 0/cTruss Spacing
=90 MPH Wind Load
30lb Truss Load
- Site Preparation available

Haven, KS
(800) 208-9167
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PUBLIC
NOTICE

If it’s not in the newspaper,
how will you know?

Zoning changes in your
neighborhood. A proposal to
increase your property taxes.
Information on how public
officials are spending your
tax dollars. These are just a
few of the topics — topics
that affect your family and

your community — local government officials are required to publish

Your local newspaper fulfills an essential role in serving your right to
know. After all, it shouldn’t be your responsibility to know how to
look ... where to look ... when to look ... and even what to look for in
order to be informed about public information. It is the government’s
responsibility to notify you of public information, and your local
newspaper is the most accessible place to find it.

PUBLIC NOTICES IN NEWSPAPERS.
Where public information is accessible to the public.




