Fans see local racers win

By Darin Racek

(Norton, Kansas--July 2) De-
spite rain to the north and later to
the west, Elmwood Park Speed-
way stayed dry for the second
race night of the season. After
suffering through 100-degree
temperatures during the week,
the overcast and breeze made
for a very comfortable night for
race fans. Howard Van Dyke of
Clay Center, Brian Conness of
WaKeeney, Jay Hachmeister of
Lenora,and Nortondrivers Kelly
Karnopp and Rick Schwab may
not have breezed to victory, but
they did take the A Feature wins.

Howard Van Dyke had an en-
joyable fifteen lap IMCA 305
Sprint Car Feature. On lap two,
after making sure leader Randy
Bantam of Norton was not going
tomoveinto hisline, he hitthe gas
and streaked by for the lead. Dur-
ing the fifteen lap race, Van Dyke
worked out to abig lead, slowing
some when he lapped by slower
cars. In spite of no yellow flags,
heat winner Bantam was able to
catch back up to the Clay Center
driver and make alastlap attempt
to steal the win. Van Dyke stayed
hard on the gas and went across
the finish line first by half a car
length. Darren Berry of McCook,
Nebraska watched the finish from
third place. Bill Hays of Edison,
Nebraska who spun on the last
lap of his heat race and salvaged
a fifth place, improved one spot
to fourth in the money race. Troy
Edwards of McCook, Nebraska
rounded out the top five.

The IMCA Stock Car AFeature
also went fifteen laps without
stoppage. Jay Hachmeister, who

broke while leading opening
night at Norton, has had bad
luck all year with accidents and
strange broken parts. After win-
ning his heat race, the heat race
winner shot out to a lead over the
field. The car held together, and
Hachmeister was able to enjoy
his first win of the year. Jason
Davis of Norton was his clos-
est competitor at the finish line,
earning his second second place
finish of the weekend, duplicating
the feat from the night before at
McCook Speedway. Dustin Mc-
Clurg of Logan was a little more
methodical in his drive forward,
but was able to improve to a third
place finish. Bob Rutherford of
Norton and Chase Conaway of
Smith Center finished in fourth
and fifth places.

The IMCA Northern SportMod
A Feature had nearly half of the
field in a pile in corner one of
the first lap after pole sitter Ted
Kutsch of Kearney, Nebraska
spun. While it took some time,
everyoneinvolvedin the accident
came back out during the race at
various points of the race. Brian
Conness had the top point of the
race from the start. Before the
second caution, after lap five, he
was tailed by Troy Attwood of
Gaylord. When the race resumed,
Conness pulled out to a large
lead. After the next caution, three
laps later, Attwood would stick
close to Conness. At times in the
final seven laps, Attwood would
made serious attempts of taking
the lead, but Conness found his
rhythm and again moved away for
a five car-length victory. Colton
Osborn of Cozad, Nebraska had

to start scratch afterarriving at the
track as the SportMod heat race
hit the track,buthe made the drive
count by finishing in third place.
Heat race winner Jason McCart-
ney of Smith Center finished in
fourth, with Frank McClurg of
Logan taking fifth place.

Kelly Karnopp brought his
IMCA Hobby Stock to the track
with the words “For Sale” onit, as
he is toying with the idea of put-
ting together a SportMod. After
sailing to a win in the heat race,
Karnopp kept making a sales
pitch with his performance. Early
in the race, he had to fend off An-
thony Martin of Wilcox, in spite
of Martin hitting the wall coming
outof cornerfourearly intherace.
He pulled out to a big lead when
the caution flag flew with two laps
to go afterracing newcomer Dana
Morgan of Kearney, Nebraska
emptied the contents of hisengine
on corner four. The restart meant
another challenge from Anthony,
but Kelly was able to obtain his
second win of the season, and
bringing self-doubt as to whether
he should really try to sell the car.
Kansas state point leader G. W.
Fuller of Tescott followed close
behind in third place. Theron
Martin of Wilcox, Nebraska,
Anthony’s father, finished in
fourth place.

Alow number of IMCA Modi-
fieds had drivers Tim Watts of
Beloit and Rick Schwab con-
templating having a footrace to
their cars,buckling in,racing five
laps, switching cars, and doing it
again. Instead, they went with a
conventional ten lap A Feature.
Schwabie, who won the heatrace

Dash Plaques to First 100 Entries
Registration Downtown Norton
Courthouse Lobby,

8:00 a.m.-noon

TROPHIES TO TOP 30 CARS
AND TOP 3 MOTORCYCLES

Awards to be at 3 p.m. Downtown Saturday

Drag Races Start at 4:30 p.m. at the
Norton Airport North on Highway 2835.
Drag Cars must be show registered.

Must be 21 to Enter and

Motorcycles are not allowed to Drag

For More Information Contact: Mark Griffin, 785-877-2081;
Dave Posson, 785-877-3207;

Rob Lawson, 785-877-5000; Larry Enfield, 785-877-2328
or Goof Urban, 785-877-5535
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The second set of races were held at the ElImwood Park Speedway Saturday night. Local

drivers, Jay Hachmeister of Lenora, Kelley Karnopp and Rick Schwab of Norton were all

feature winners for the night.

by a car length, had a big lead
on Watts when Watts missed his
mark in corner three and went for
a spin. That made for a caution
period. Watts was having trouble
making his car go through corner
one in two, but with less than
three laps to go, hit the corner
perfectly, and pulled out to an
advantage coming out of corner
two. That was the last time he hit
it perfectly, and Schwab moved
down the track to make sure Watts
wouldn’t find it again and won
another close dual.

Elmwood Park Speedway will
be back in action next Saturday
night, July 9, at 7 p.m., with all
five classes returning.

July 2 results
IMCA Modifieds; Heat

43-Rick Schwab, 11W-Tim
Watts
A Feature
43-Rick Schwab, 11W-Tim
Watts
IMCA Stock Cars; Heat
08-Jay Hachmeister, 76-Jason
Davis, 26-Dustin McClurg
A Feature
08-Jay Hachmeister, 76-Jason
Davis, 26-Dustin McClurg, 9C-
Bob Rutherford, 1-Chase Con-
away, 8SK-John Annon
IMCA Hobby Stocks; Heat
3N1-Kelly Karnopp, 9A-An-
thony Martin, 1X-G. W. Fuller
A Feature
3N1-Kelly Karnopp, 9A-An-
thony Martin, 1X-G. W. Fuller,
9T-Theron Martin, 19-Dana
Morgan (DNF)
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IMCA Northern SportMod;
Heat

1-JasonMcCartney,21C-Brian

Conness, 97-Troy Attwood
A Feature

21C-Brian Conness, 97-Troy
Attwood, 50-Colton Osborn,
1-Jason McCartney, 21K-Frank
McClurg, 19-John LaShelle,
1T-Ted Kutsch, 76-Ben Hobbs
(DNF), 77W-Tyler Watts (DNF)

IMCA 305 Sprint Cars; Heat

5R-Randy Bantam, 12-Darren

Berry, 99-Troy Edwards
A Feature

74-Howard Van Dyke, SR-
Randy Bantam, 12-Darren Berry,
2H-Bill Hays, 99-Troy Edwards,
47H-Ron Hadley,22-Mike Mad-
den

Scenes from last year’s drag races at the Norton Airport
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Norton Auto Supply

*Domestic and Import eDaily Availability of Over
140,000 Parts and Accessories
Carquest Coast-to-Coast Guarantee
102 N. 2nd Street
Norton, Kansas 67654
785-877-3333

www.carquest.com

Body Shop

4 Jerry Jones,

OWNER
209 West Lincoln
Norton, Kansas
67654

“24-Hour
TowING SErvicE”

All American Glass

Mobile Auto Glass Repair
and Replacement

Toll Free 1-866-312-2257
401 Atchison Ave., Long Island, KS
Shane and Kirsten Baird

McMullen & Wyatt
Auction

McMullen Real Estate

113 N. State
Norton, KS
877-3299

911 N. Second - 785-874-4066
Norton, Kansas 67654
OWNER: JERROD LAWSON

Doug’s

Supplying Team
Sporting Goods
and Office Supplies

Restuarnt

Restoration of Motorcycles,
Semi’s, Antique Vehicles and More

LAWSON AUTO BODY
AND CUSTOMS LLC

Alignment

M 209 W.Lincoln, Norton, Kansas
""" Phone: 785-877-5531

Your Under-Car Headquartons

102 South Second
Norton, KS
67654

find Your Zonel

(800) 262-0283 * (785) 877-2611 » Fax (785) 877-3524
www.endzonesports.org.

ad

402 S. State Street, Norton - 785-874-4384

Kewge#e
314@@@ and Lumber

}Carc?ware, ‘ﬁ)@@/iances

(. and LumBer
415 E. Holme, Norton - 785-877-2753

@; QUALITY, PRICE
= AND SELECTION

517 Main, Almena, Kansas - 785-669-2512

NORTON
FUEL SERVICE

206 N. Jones Avenue, Norton, KS
Phone: 785-877-3218

O, LuBricanTs, BuLk FUEL AND

Welcome to Norton

The citizens and businesses of Norton
welcome you to our community

Norton Travel
and Tourism

104 S. State, Norton - Phone 877-2501

United Northwest
Federal Credit Union

912 N. Archer Avenue, Norton, Kansas
Phone: 785-877-5191

“Everything We Do We Do For You”

CHECKING AND SAVINGS Accounts, CD’s,
IRA’s, Loans, Sarery DEeposiT BoXEs

Steven L. Graf, D.V.M.

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
5761 Rd E12, Almena, KS - 785-669-2227

GAs, FUEL TANK ACCESSORIES
Alyminum Manufacturing 6 e

16788 East Highway 36 - Norton, KS 67654
PHONE: 785-877-5121
http://www.newageindustrial.com

DDS, FAGD
Folllow of the Reademy of General Dentiitry

P 0. Box 386 — 109 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas GI6SL
785-877-2801




