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National Ag Day FAQ’s
What Is Ag Day?

It’s a day to recognize and cel-
ebrate the abundance provided by 
agriculture. Every year, producers, 
agricultural associations, corpora-
tions, universities, government 
agencies and countless others 
across America join together to 
recognize the contributions of 
agriculture.

When Is Ag Day?
Ag Day is celebrated on March 

15, 2011. National Ag Day falls 
during National Ag Week, March 
13-19, 2011.

Who Hosts Ag Day?
The Agriculture Council of 

America hosts the campaign on 
a national level. However, the 
awareness efforts in communities 
across America are as influential - 
if not more - than the broad-scale 
effort. Again this year, the Ag Day 
Planning Guide has been created 

We Salute the Farm Families

Who Work to Feed All of Us!

“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”

 Auto  Business
 Farm  Crop  Life

117 N. Kansas, Norton - 785-877-4016

Ag Specialist Dave Donovan
ARM AND RANCH INSURANCE

INSURANCE

Lee Hardy Construction
1120 N. State, Norton - 785-877-5531

Hours: 8:00 a.m.-Noon

We Salute the
Farmers of America!

McMullen &
Wyatt Auctions
and McMullen

Real Estate
113 N. State

NORTON, KANSAS
785-877-3299

Honoring Our Agriculture Leaders...
Thank You for All You Do!

Worden Law Office
Charles Worden — Missi Schoen

~ ATTORNEYS AT LAW ~
213 S. Kansas Avenue, Norton, Kansas

Phone: 785-877-3086

Toll Free

Thanks to all the hard working
producers in our area . . .

Norton County Hospital
102 E. Holme, Norton, KS

Phone 785-877-3351

Doctors
Clinic

711 N. Norton, Norton, KS
Phone 785-877-3305

Proud of all
the Area

Farmers...
Have a

Safe 2011
Harvest

S&R Ready Mix
Concrete Company

206 N. JONES, NORTON, KANSAS
PHONE: 785-877-5346

See Us
For All
Your

Concrete
Needs

Proud of Our Local Farmers

Mindrup Terracing, Inc.

TROY MINDRUP
Lenora, Kansas - Phone 785-567-4559

TERRACING AND REBUILDING DAMS;
OTHER DIRT WORK AND FEED LOT CONSTRUCTION

S. Hwy. 183, Phillipsburg, KS - 785-543-2118

Winchells Inc.

Our Sincerest Thanks to
All the Area Farmers

National Agriculture Week: March 13-19, 2011
National Agriculture Day: March 15, 2011

By Agriculture Secretary,
Tom Vilsack

As the United States and global 
economies work to recover from 
the worst recession in decades, 
American agriculture is helping 
to lead our nation’s recovery by 
shattering trade records, creating 
jobs here at home and ensuring af-
fordable food for U.S. families.

Thanks to one of the most pro-
ductive eras in history for U.S. 

Agricultural Exports and the Economic Recovery

to help communities and organi-
zations more effectively host Ag 
Day events.

What Is Ag Day All About?
Ag Day is about 

recognizing - and 
celebrating - the 
contribution of 
agriculture in our 
everyday lives. 
The National Ag 
Day program en-
courages every 
American to:

U n d e r s t a n d 
how food and fi-
ber products are 
produced.

Value the essen-
tial role of agriculture in maintain-
ing a strong economy.

Appreciate the role agriculture 
plays in providing safe, abundant 
and affordable products.
Why Celebrate Agriculture?

Agriculture provides almost 
everything we eat, use and wear 
on a daily basis. But too few 
people truly understand this con-

tribution. This 
is particularly 
the case in our 
schools, where 
students may 
only be exposed 
to agriculture if 
they enroll in re-
lated vocational 
training.

B y  b u i l d -
ing awareness, 
the  Agr icu l -
ture  Counci l 
of America is 

encouraging young people to 
consider career opportunities in 
agriculture. 

Each American farmer feeds 
more than 144 people ... a dramatic 
increase from 25 people in the 

1960s. Quite simply, American 
agriculture is doing more - and do-
ing it better. As the world popula-
tion soars, there is an even greater 
demand for the food and fiber 
produced in the United States.

What Can I Do to Help?
Put simply, get involved! Your 

participation in Ag Day is critical 
in helping us spread this positive 
message about agriculture. If you 
are interested in planning an event, 
download your Planning Guide 
today. Of course, there are other 
ways you can lend your support, 
including sending a letter to your 
local newspaper, calling your 
Congressional representatives or 
simply sharing information about 
agriculture with youngsters.

Where Can I Find More Infor-
mation? Contact the Agriculture 
Council of America at (913) 491-
1895. Or use our online contact 
form.

agriculture and a reputation for 
high quality products, farmers and 
ranchers are breaking records for 
sales of U.S. farm goods abroad 
and looking forward to some of 
the best net incomes in decades. 
U.S. Agriculture even has a trade 
surplus, expected to be worth 
$47.5 billion this year.

Agricultural exports mean jobs 
for Americans here at home - 
every $1 billion in farm exports 

supports roughly 8,000 jobs in 
the United States in agriculture 
and related industries. This year, 
exports will support over a mil-
lion such jobs. And for the rest of 
the nation, the quality, affordable 
domestic food supply means that 
the average American spends less 
than ten percent of their paycheck 
on groceries - less than in many 
other developed nations.

In the years ahead, USDA will 

work harder than ever to give ag-
ricultural businesses even greater 
opportunities to grow. We want 
farmers to know that opportunities 
exist beyond our shores. Today, 
only 1 percent of U.S. companies 
export, and yet 95 percent of the 
world’s consumers live outside 
the borders of the United States. 
We can do better to reach those 
consumers.

Smart trade deals that increase 

exports, support job creation, and 
bolster the American economy 
can help build for our future. Right 
now, the Obama administration 
is working to move forward on 
proposed U.S. trade agreements 
with South Korea, then Panama 
and Colombia - nations with 100 
million consumers. Successful 
approval would bring billions of 
dollars to U.S. agriculture and 
immediate benefits by eliminating 
tariffs on a range of agricultural 
products.

Since 2009, when I became 
Agriculture Secretary, USDA 
officials have negotiated hard 
to open markets for U.S. farm 
goods. Thanks to the President’s 
National Export Initiative, which 
challenged U.S. businesses to 
double all exports by the end of 
2014, USDA is now reaching 
out to producers and agribusi-
nesses, especially small- and 
medium-sized enterprises, with 
information about how to tackle 

the export market. Whether it 
means directly connecting U.S. 
companies and trade groups with 
foreign customers or advocating 
more forcefully for their interests 
with other governments, we are 
working to expand economic op-
portunities for Americans.

For decades, U.S. agriculture 
has helped to feed a hungry world, 
added jobs to our economy and 
reduced our trade deficit. As we 
work to strengthen the economy to 
win the future, don’t be surprised 
that American farmers and ranch-
ers are once again helping to lead 
the way. 

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer and lender. To 
file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Director, Office 
of Civil Rights, 1400 Indepen-
dence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 
(TDD).

MARCH 13-19, 2011
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