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Shades of blizzards past. Last week, 
a blinding snow storm dumped almost 
eight inches of snow on parts of this 
country. And, Jim and I were caught in a 
neighboring town.

 It seems like 50 years ago we had more 
blizzards. Perhaps it was just that it didn’t 
take that much to make us stay home and, 
we didn’t “go” as much. Or, we didn’t 
have the four-wheel-drive vehicles we do 
today. But, during this storm it wouldn’t 
have mattered if you had a Sherman tank. 
Visibility was zero and nobody was mov-
ing. Well, they were moving but, it was 
more like sliding.

 While waiting for the snow to ease up 
we opted to kill a couple of hours at a local 
restaurant. Big, fat snow flakes were fall-
ing so fast that in the short distance from 
the van to the restaurant’s door, I had an 
inch accumulation on top of my head.

 Vain person that I am, I hate to wear 
scarves, caps or stocking hats because 
they mash my hair. But, in retrospect, 

mashed hair would have 
been preferred to the “drowned rat” look 
I had to sport the rest of the day.

 Later in the afternoon we headed 
home. The highway was snow-covered 
but, passable as we inched our way 
along. Imagine our surprise when, five 
miles from home, the snow almost disap-
peared. Our little town only got about two 
inches. Cold and windy, to be sure, but 
nothing like our neighbors to the east.

 It’s said that it rains on the just and 
the unjust alike. Guess that applies to 
snow, too.

                                   -ob-

 It’s tax time and I just finished my an-
nual bookkeeping marathon. Every year, 
around this time, I vow to keep up with 
the accounting on a monthly basis. But, 
I never do. Jim says I live by the Procras-
tinator’s Rule: “Why do today what you 
can put off until tomorrow?”

 I still have the dream of a real office 
(not the dining room table) and have 
been accumulating color co-ordinated 
organizing containers for months. When 
my office is finally done, I may not be 
any more organized but, at least it will 
be beautiful.

                                   -ob-
 We are planning our spring Mexico 

mission trip against the wishes of our 
family. Their mantra has been, “Are you 
sure you have to go?”

 Yes, we’re sure we have to go. For 
some reason we have been called to do 
this house building work. And, if not us, 
then who?

There’s an old saying that goes some-
thing like this: Sometimes you have to 
look back on where you’ve been to know 
where you’re going. While I’m not a fa-
natic about history, I believe it certainly 
has its place in our society today.

Whenever I take a road trip across 
Kansas or some other destination across 
our great land, I often stop along the way 
to read historical markers. They include 
details about battles, pestilence and 
devastation as well as discovery, success 
and progress.

When Mom and Dad were alive we 
sometimes visited a handful of cemeter-
ies in rural Kansas and Missouri to pay 
homage to our relatives and friends. 
Below the headstones rested the remains 
of men in our family who spent their lives 
planting and harvesting behind sweating 
teams of horses, butchering hogs on bit-
terly cold days and teaching new sons 
about the soil.

Also down there were the remains 
of women who collected eggs, washed 
clothes by hand, cooked skillets full of 
fried chicken and managed to be good 
wives and mothers under sometimes 
nearly impossible conditions.

They are the ones who wove the fabric 
that serves as the yardstick for our new 
and dynamic future. What happened with 
these early pioneers has a direct bearing 
on our present successes and failures.

One such winning story revolves 

around the strides agriculture and its 
people have made in the interests of 
conservation. Not everything that has 
happened in conservation can be limited 
to the last 10 or 20 years. Many of the in-
novations in conservation began taking 
shape in the years after the Dirty ‘30s, 
nearly 80 years ago.

Thousands of shelterbelts were planted 
in Kansas and other Great Plains states. 
After years of droughts and rain finally 
began falling again, ponds dotted the 
landscape holding this precious resource. 
Landowners learned to make the water 
walk and not run, conserving this water 
for livestock and sometimes for thirsty 
crops.

Terraces snaked their way across thou-
sands of miles of farmland holding soil 
and water in place where it belonged. Soil 
stopping strip cropping created patterns 
and reduced wind erosion.

Slowly but surely conservation mea-
sures continued to slow the soil erosion 
gorilla that had stomped across the High 
Plains leaving in its wake gullies the size 
of automobiles, drifts of soil as high as 
fence posts, withered lifeless wheat and 
corn and starving livestock on barren 
pastures.

Yes, with knowledge, education, pa-
tience, understanding and hard work and 
Mother Nature’s ability to heal herself, 
the rich, fertile land recovered. Through-
out this renaissance of the land, farmers 
and ranchers learned that stewardship of 
the soil, water and other resources is in 
the best interest of us all.

Without question, agriculture has yet 
to receive credit for what it has done to 
protect and to enhance the landscape and 
for its willingness to change and improve 
the few mistakes it has made.

It is important for all of us to under-
stand what has happened in the past so 
we can place present events and future 
needs in their proper perspectives. To 
avoid doing so will blind us to involve-
ment and participation in much larger 
efforts extending throughout a long span 
of time.

Incidentally, a new, modern twist may 
be nothing more than an old theme or 
something coming around after having 
gone around. After all human history is 
comprised of human ideas. And inciden-
tally, nearly all ideas are timeless, just 
waiting to be dusted off, reshaped and 
used again.

John Schlageck is a leading commen-
tator on agriculture and rural Kansas. 
Born and raised on a diversified farm in 
northwestern Kansas, his writing reflects 
a lifetime of experience, knowledge and 
passion.                                                           

Thumbs up to Gary Matson at the Norton County Courthouse for taking care of all the courthouse employees during the 
snowstorm by clearing off our cars and clearing paths for us.  You are a sweetheart. Emailed in.

Thumbs up to the Jeremy Gregoire trio for a wonderful performance in February.   Hopefully the musicians take it as a 
compliment that following the concert some of the selections they played were downloaded from ITunes for future enjoy-
ment. Emailed in.

Thumbs up to Melodie Bock for cheering for our youth in their activities and for winning the Blue Jay Booster of the Year 
award.  With this kind of support it is not surprising that so many of our youth do so well in sports and in other activities. 
Emailed in.

It is hard to believe we will soon be at 
the half way point of the 2011 legisla-
tive session. February 25 was “Turn-
around Day” which is the day bills 
must be passed out from their House 
of Origin. Following turnaround, the 
House and Senate then begin work on 
the bills that have been passed out of the other Chamber. There are a few 
exceptions, such as when an exempt committee passes a bill or when the 
Speaker requests a bill to be moved forward.

We got a copy of all the bills to move forward from the House and Sen-
ate. It is hard to believe the volume. I am just now getting used to tracking 
what is going on in the Senate. The first six weeks I was busy learning the 
process and working on my committees.

They told me the week of February 21 through February 25 would be 
long hours on the House Floor debating dozens of bills. Among the issues 
that were taken up are: Repeal of the In State Tuition for illegal immigrants, 
proof of citizenship and photo ID requirement to vote, increasing the speed 
limit on four lane highways to 75 mph, late term abortion ban, tax bills, 
pay check protection for workers, and a number of other bills that will run 
a wide spectrum of about anything you can imagine.

One of the most interesting surprises you quickly learn, as a new legisla-
tor, is that every good idea you want to address has a cost. Every time a bill 
is drafted the division of the budget creates a fiscal note. These notes repre-
sent a careful calculation as to the dollar cost of the proposal including the 
number of full or part time employees. The review also examines how the 
bill could affect the duties of the agency or local government referenced in 
the bill. These are shocking as it seems often the better the idea, the higher 
the cost. Another fact is the cost will increase from year to year.

The republican majority are very carefully examining fiscal notes. 
There is a strong consideration to not pass any bills that have strong fis-
cal impact and we are being even more cautious of the effects on local 
governments.

I saw an example of a bill that would protect Kansans from the crime 
of Identity Theft but we had to carefully review the fiscal note. House 
Bill 2008 would change the severity of the crime from a nonperson to a 
person felony which will require prison time. Prison time has a cost and 
the projection of this bill would require an additional twenty beds in our 
overburdened corrections system. However this is a crime which is very 
costly to individuals, businesses and communities alike. Last year more 
than 2,000 identity theft crimes were reported at an average of about 
$40,000 per incident accounting to more than $80 million in damages. 
We really need another prison in Kansas and ways to keep good staff in 
the system.

An item I mentioned, in an earlier article, was making Sudafed a prescrip-
tion drug failed to make it out of committee, for many different reasons. 
Mainly, that the reporting being done has been effective and that it would 
drive up the cost to the average consumer.

The biggest development was the Workers Compensation Bill. There 
were several concerns issued early on in our district but the final compro-
mise was approved by many of our county commissioners. It had been 
seventeen years since the existing statutes were revised.

There are so many events taking place in Topeka and I can’t update you 
on all of them. I very much appreciate the help I am getting from our com-
missioners, county clerks, school superintendents, hospital administrators, 
and the constituents of the 120th. I am working diligently to express your 
concerns and trying hard to communicate. I have answered every letter 
and e-mail and truly appreciate the team work we need to have to fight for 
NW Kansas.

Two quick plugs for NW Kansas - our economic development directors 
are excellent and are a vital entity to promote our communities . They all 
help me every way they can and I am trying to do the same for them.

I heard all the budget presentations of every higher education institution 
in the state. The Presidents of Fort Hays State University, Colby Com-
munity College, and the Northwest Kansas Technical College are doing a 
fantastic job of keeping their costs to our children down and still providing 
a quality education. More importantly their graduates are finding jobs.

Submit your Letters to the Editor and Thumbs Up to:
dpaxton@nwkansas.com or 215 S. Kansas Ave. Norton, KS 67654
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