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Friday, January 14, 2011

urch a Part of Your
WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Happy New Year - Again!!”

By Pastor Ed Woods - Almena/Norcatur/Clayton
United Methodist Churches

Happy New Year — again.
We’ve all heard it time and
again for the last two weeks,
and by now, it is probably
getting old. I can understand
the first time you see someone
new, for the first few days
(maybe hours) of a year, but
by now, yes, it is definitely
getting old.

Whatelseis already old with
you this year? How about any

So now you are thinking,
“Thanks a lot for really cheer-
ing me down, pastor. Wheredol
go fromthis hole you’ve dropped
me into?” If you will look back,
didn’tI say that we could not do
anything in OUR power to make
things better? The emphasis is
on the phrase “in our power”.

We try, but our own strength
is futile. Paul, however, put
it in proper perspective when

these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who
loved us™.

He is speaking here of Jesus,
who has created not just the
world butevery second of every
day in all of creation. What is
our mental and physical strength
compared to that of Jesus? Our
frustrations and impatience are
taken away by Him. When we
refocus our lives away from our

in store for us, then God can
lift us from our rut (endless
grave) and put us on a new
path.

Soitis notinourown power
that we achieve real joy, but
by allowing God and Jesus
and the Holy Spirit to freely
operate in our lives. This is
the time to reflect on that,
isn’t it? We are at the time
of a new beginning and for
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resolutions you have made?
Are any still intact? (This

he wrote in Romans 8,

“in all

year, I resolved not to make
any resolutions at all; so far I
am keeping it completely and
very happy in the process.)
But seriously, how is the year
faring for all of you?

We all come into new years
— any new year — with hopes
thatit will all be different from
the previous year, and we all
start out with good intentions,
and in the first few weeks, we
have abandoned all hope of
the year being better and we

own desires to what God has

some things, we can still look
forward to a better way while
we are still in our “new year”
mode.

Just how do we get start-
ed? Prayer, prayer and more
prayer. Ask God toforgive us
for what we did and did not
dolastyear. Then ask Him to
help you to work with what
He wants you to do this year.

Next, set aside time this
year to study the Bible and
read all the way through it
this year. All it takes is about
4 chapters a day and you will

settle into the same old grind
and waittil the next year. And
as we settle into that grind, we
find that it has become a rut,

here’s nothing like a bitter cold morning
to test the car battery; it might be in need
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succeed on this.

Butthe important partof all
thisis that God will work with
those who sincerely believe

growing deeper every year.
And as I was told one time, a
rutis nothing buta grave with
the ends knocked out.

So how can we make this
year better, even if we have
already given up on it? Well
the short answer is that we —
you and [ —can’t. Yes, thatis
exactly what I said; you and I
cannotdo anything in ourown
power to make the year any
better. No matter how hard
we work to change events to
make the year better, our own
feelings and emotions will

4.12-25

8.1-17

of a charge. Life can be like that, too, everything
runs smoothly until a crisis. Will your spirit be
fully charged and ready to handle it? “Great is our
Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has
no limit,” says Psalm 147:5. Life’s disasters won’t
find us unprepared when we draw on God for
power. Visit your house of worship each week to
strengthen your spirit; keep the spark ignited with
daily prayer and meditation.

Weekly Scripture Reading

Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew

8.18-3¢  9.1-17  9.18-38
Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society
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10.1-25

that He is who He says He is
and will do what He says He
will. He doesn’tlie and He is
faithful.

“I.cando all things through
Christ who strengthens me,”
Paul wrote in Philippians.
As this year starts, why not
let this be your maxim and
guide for the year. Let Christ
be your strength and we will
all see 2011 be more than we
could even imagine it to be.
May God bless each of you
and I encourage all of you
to worship with your church

10.26-42

doom us to failure. this week.
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Hallmark Cards and CHURCH PAGE DO SO McMullen &’Wyatt Auctions
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Phone 785-877-2721 COMMUNITY 113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
r'= Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
FARM BUREAU FINANEIAL SERVICES and Far'ms Construction, Inc.
Insurance * Investments *Terracing General Contractors
Joy S. Johnson, Agent *Dozer Work Butler Buildings
205 N. Kansas - 785-877-3221 - 800-339-0028 *Ponds Equipment Rental
JoyS.Johnson@fbfs.com 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Lee Hardy Construction LLC American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

‘ ‘ 07 1-14-11 Church Sig.indd 1

: ’ Everythi
Destination %,

kitchen
115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911
Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant
DAILY SPECIALS
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.

A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven

203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074
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Help Wanted

PLACE AND supervise high
school foreign exchange stu-
dents in your community. Part-
time, supplemental income,
bonuses, travel possible. Or
volunteer to be a host family.
1-866-775-5414, www.iseusa.
com.

Help Wanted/Truck

Driver DRIVERS- Owner
Operators. $3,000 No Hassle
Sign-On Bonus! Excellent
Rates & Paid FSC. Home Daily
with Regional Runs based out
of Kansas City. CDL-A with 1
year tractor-trailer experience
required. Ask us about our
lease to purchase program. Call
Comtrak at 866-338-2958, or
apply online at www.comtrak-
logistics.com.

Misc.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING
- Train for high paying Avia-
tion Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Job placementassistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 888-248-7449.

Misc.

ATTEND COLLEGE ON-
LINE from Home. *Medical
*Business *Paralegal, *Ac-
counting, *Criminal Justice.
Job Placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial
Aid if qualified. Call 888-220-
3977 www.CenturaOnline.
com

Land for Sale

DOYOUOWNLAND??must
sell! Brand New 4 bedroom/ 2
bath mobile home. low, low

price. must be moved to your
land. call today. 785.537.8111

Sporting Goods

GUN SHOW JAN. 15-16
SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3 WICH-
ITA CESSNA ACTIVITY
CENTER (2744 GEORGE

WASHINGTON BLVD)
BUY-SELL-TRADE INFO:
(563)927-8176

Help Wanted

Fortune 500 Spa and Beauty
company expandingin MN. Of-
fer corporate wellness classes
and ladies spa nights. Flexible
schedule. Training provided.
Management opportunity. Call
913-685-8654

Health/Beauty

IF YOU USED TYPE 2 DIA-
BETES DRUG AVANDIA
between 1999- present and
suffered a stroke, heart attack
or congestive heart failure you
may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Attorney Charles Johnson
1-800-535-5727.

Adoption

ADOPTION - Love, security,
warmth and absolute devo-
tion await your child. Let us
help each other. Call Suzanne
(anytime), 1-888-803-1883
Expenses Paid.

Help Wanted

“Can You Dig It?” Heavy
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job
placement asst. Start digging
dirt Now. 866-362-6497

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
“You gotthe drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass
Pets/passenger policy. Newer
equipment. 100% NO touch.
1-800-528-7825

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
DRIVERS - COMPANY FFE
seeks lyr exp OTR. ($1000
SignonBonus)! Start your new
Career, Students Welcome!
Also seek Owner Operators.
Call 800-569-9232 orrecruit@
ffex.net
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Vap Construction, Inc.

The Leading Contractor for
bost Frame Buildings in Your Area
New Spring Special:

' (see classified ad for

Kansas

Garage Special
ifications)

in the local newspaper.
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If it’s not in the newspaper,
how will you know?

I HLR A I D Zoning changes in your

neighborhood. A proposal to
increase your property taxes.
Information on how public
officials are spending your
tax dollars. These are just a
few of the topics — topics
that affect your family and

your community — local government officials are required to publish

Your local newspaper fulfills an essential role in serving your right to
know. After all, it shouldn’t be your responsibility to know how to
look ... where to look ... when to look ...
order to be informed about public information. It is the government’s
responsibility to notify you of public information, and your local

newspaper is the most accessible place to find it.

and even what to look for in

PUBLIC NOTICES IN NEWSPAPERS.
Where public information is accessible to the public.
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