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“Were You Born in a Barn?”
By Pastor Kirk Kasson, Almena Congregational Church

Christmas gifts- Shopping,
buying, hiding, wrapping and
waiting. Christmas bleary
eyes. Footed P.J.s presents!
This one’s for me! This one’s
for you! Anticipation. Un-
wrapping. Opening. Does
someone have apocketknife?
Excitement, “Iloveit!” Hugs,
smiles,cocoa,eggnog, cinna-
mon rolls. Christmas.

Christmas - Young girl, an-
gel. “Don’tbe afraid.” Proph-
esy, pledge, fear, faith.

Fiance - Confusion, expla-
nation, disbelief, disappoint-
ment, fear, anger. Change of
plans.

Adream - Anangel. “Don’t
be afraid.” Fear. Belief, trust,
Change of plans. Marriage.

Taxes-Acensus. AJourney.
A ninety mile walk with a
pregnant woman. Donkey?
Probably not. Bathroom
stops? Plenty. And nota 7-11
in sight. Tired.

We’re there. Crowded vil-
lage becomes a city. Findus a
place to stay, I'n so tired. No
room at the inn. Rest here.
Sleep.

“Joseph, it’s time.” Eyes
open. Panic. Fear. Grab the
suitcase? Drive to the hospi-
tal? Uh, no.

Get a doctor? A midwife?
No. Find a shelter? A stable.
It’ll have to do. Now what?
Wait, comfort. “Hold my
hand.” “Joseph, I'm scared.”

“I’ know. Don’t be afraid.”

Wait. Worry. Push! Wait.
Worry. Push! Pray.

“Joseph, would you get that
goat out of my face!” Shoo

the goat.

Push? Rest. Breathe. Wait.
Worry.

Why now? Why here? What if
something goes wrong? Pray.

The goat is back. Tie up the
stupid goat. Push. Hours. Hand
holding. talking. Praying. Sweat-
ing. Comforting, waiting, push-
ing.

The head. “I see the head!”

A brand new year is
beginning! Can we change
those unhealthy habits that
have been a part of us for
so long? Can we keep our
New Years’ resolutions!
There is one resolution that
can be a great help to us as
we try to reach our desired
goals. That is the practice of
attending our chosen house
of worship each week to
give thanks and praise to

meditation, He will provide
the strength and guidance
we need to make positive
changes in our lives. With
God’s help we can have a
new life!

Sunday
Luke
2.21-40

Monday
John
1,19:51

John
2.1-12

A New Year A New Life

God. Through prayer and |

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
John
3.121

Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society
Copyright 2010, Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P. 0. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com

“He has hair!”

“You can do it. We’re almost
there!” We who?

The shoulders. The baby. Flu-
ids, umbilical cord. It’s a boy!

He’sexcited. She’s exhausted.
Sheholds outherarms. He gives
her their son. She holds him.
She smiles. Jesus. His name is
Jesus.

For unto you a son is born.

Saturday
Romans
1.1-17

Friday
Hebrews
2.1-18

Hebrews
1.1-14

Unto you a son is given. And
the word became flesh. And
we beheld his glory. Hisname
is Jesus.

Shepherds - “Shepherds?”
They want to see the baby.
How do they know about the
baby?“Thavenoidea. Doyou
wantmetosend themaway?”
No. They can see the baby.

Shepherds - Baby. Swad-
dling clothes. Manger. Check,
check, check. That angel was
right. Angel? Did you say
something about an angel?

Yeah. There was this angel.
Terrifying. Huge. Holy. First
thing he said was “Do not be
afraid.” Then he told us to
come to town, thata girl had a
baby that is the Messiah. The
Savior. The Christ.

Hesaidwe’dknowitwasthe
baby if we found it wrapped
in clothes and lying in a feed
bunk. So we figure this must
behim. He’s beautiful ma’am.
thank you. They bow before
the baby. They say a prayer.

They’re worshipping my
baby. They stand. They give
their blessings and go back to
their pastures.

Mary, what do you think
about their story? They said
they saw an angel. I know.
I’ve seen an angel. I have too.
Hetold me “Donotbe afraid.”
And Mary pondered all these
things in her heart.

Andthe Word became flesh,
and dwelt among us. And we
beheld his glory. Glory to the
only begotten, full of grace
and truth. Merry Christmas.

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2721

S-B CUSTOM LEATHER WORK
AND BOOT REPAIR
“We Repair Shoes, Boots and Saddles”
Scotty Harman — 785-470-1244
Brett Olive — 620-339-9585
711 N. State Street - Norton, Kansas

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Norton Animal Health Center

Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
r'= Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
FARM BUREAU FINANEIAL SERVICES and Far'ms Construction, Inc.
Insurance * Investments *Terracing General Contractors
Joy S. Johnson, Agent *Dozer Work Butler Buildings
205 N. Kansas - 785-877-3221 - 800-339-0028 *Ponds Equipment Rental
JoyS.Johnson@fbfs.com 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Lee Hardy Construction LLC American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —

874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.

N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808

Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service
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kitchen
115 W. Main, Norton, KS ¢ 877-2911
Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann

Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant
DAILY SPECIALS
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.

A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven

203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074

®

Misc.

AIRLINES AREHIRING -
Train for high paying Avia-
tion Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if
qualified - Job placement
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance.
888-248-7449.

Wanted

CASH PAID FOR DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS.
Up TO $10 Per Box. Most
Brands. Call Tom Anytime
toll-free 1-888-785-2984

Help Wanted

DRIVERS- Owner Op-
erators. $3,000 No Hassle
Sign-On Bonus! Excellent
Rates & Paid FSC. Home
Daily with Regional Runs
based out of Kansas City.
CDL-Awith 1 year tractor-
trailer experience required.
Call Comtrak at 866-338-
2958, or apply online at
www.comtraklogistics.
com.

Sporting Goods
GUNSHOWJAN 1-2 SAT.
9-5 & SUN.9-3 WICHITA
KANSAS COLISEUM
(I-135 & E 85TH ST N)
BUY-SELL-TRADE
INFO: (563) 927-8176

Help Wanted

Lab tech: MT or MLT
(ASCP), progressive
southeast Nebraska hos-
pital, phlebotomy skills
preferred. Competitive pay
scale, excellent benefits.
Send resume to: Sandy
Bauer, Jefferson Commu-
nity Health Center, P.O.
Box 277, Fairbury, NE
68352.

Help Wanted

Do you earn $800.00 in
a day? Your Own Local
Candy Route 25 Machines
and Candy All for $9995.00
All Major Credit Cards
Accepted 877-915-8222
Vend 3

Help Wanted

“You gotthe drive, We have
the Direction” OTR Drivers
APU Equipped Pre-Pass
EZ-pass Pets/passenger
policy. Newer equipment.
100% NO touch. 1-800-
528-7825

Help Wanted

** ABLE TO TRAVEL **
National Company Hiring
10 sharp People. Come
train in Sunny Miami, FL.
Free to travel all states.
No experience necessary.
Paid training/Transporta-
tion. OVER 18. 1-888-295-
0108

WICHITA RV SHOW

Special Show Prices
$6 ADULTS $1 CHILDREN

Wednesday January 12 4pm-9pm
Thursday January 13 4pm-9pm
Friday January 14 12-9pm
Saturday January 15 10am-9pm
Sunday January 16 12-6pm

No-till

On The Plains

WINTER CONFERENCE

Jan. 25-26, 2011

Bicentennial Center ¢ Salina, Kansas

S$150 by January 12 e

$200 after January 12

www.notill.org ¢ 888-330-5142

Featuring scientist & producer speakers, networking,

tradeshow, entertainment, & more!

3099 182nd St.,

WANTED TO HIRE
EXPERIENCED SERVICE TECH

Prefer truck or farm equipment experience.
Will consider automotive experience.

We furnish health and dental insurance,
life insurance/paid holidays/vacation,
air conditioned shop/overtime, uniforms.
We have been in business for 80 years.
Send resume to:

Radke Implement, Inc.

Russell, Kansas 67665
Phone 620-935-4310

Ask for Harlan or Todd

Statewide Career Fair

Visit over 80 employers
and find a great career.

Tuesday, February 1, 2011
2:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Salina Bicentennial Center
Salina, KS
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