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Northern Valley football team in Hall of Fame exhibit

By DICKBOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansa.
com

In many Kansas communities
inKansas, each fall Friday nightis
devoted to high school football.

It is as much a part of the com-
munity as the local bank or church
and itrepresents small-town pride
atits best.

The Kansas Sports Hall of
Fame is honoring this great Kan-
sas tradition with an original
exhibit highlighting the history
of Eight-Man Football in Kansas
at the Kansas Sports Museum in
Newton.

The exhibit, which opened No-
vember 10 and will be on display
through December 31, highlights
the great football dynasties of
schools such as Northern Valley.

The Huskies, under the tutelage
of head coach Chuck Fessenden,
have played in seven state cham-
pionship games and won state
championships in 1986, 1987
and 1990.

They were state runners-up in
1982, 1983, 1988, and 1989.

Their playoff scores in their
1986 state championship run
were: 32-12 over Wilson, 58-
12 over Leroy and 12-10 over
Greensburg.

In 1987, they defeated Morland
45-0, Tipton 45-0, Rolla 46-20
and Attica 20-6 to win the state
championship.

Their 1990 state championship
team defeated Wilson 56-14,
Jetmore 34-26, Greensburg 40-
24 and Centre 50-32 in playoff
games.

Northern Valley won 41 straight
games from the sixth game of
1985 to the state championship
game of 1988.

Coach Fessenden is a 1976
graduate of Kansas State Uni-
versity. He was hired as football
coach at Northern Valley in the
fall of 1976 and has coached the
Huskies for 35 years. His overall
recordis 247 wins and 113 losses.
At the start of the 2010 football
season, he was the state of Kansas
all-time winningest Eight-Man
football coach!

The Northern Valley display
in the Museum has the following
information in a frame: “Led by
head coach Chuck Fessenden,
the Huskies of Northern Valley
High School were one of the top
high school programs in Kansas
during nine seasons from 1982
to 1990.

“Northern Valley, located in the
communities of Almenaand Long
Island, won three state champion-
ships and finished second four
more times in the 1980s.

“In addition to the state titles in
1986, 1987 and 1990, the Huskies
alsoproduced a41-game winning
streak, which, at the time, tied for
the second longest in the history
of Kansas Eight-Man football.

“Fessenden, who is currently
in his 35th year at Northern Val-
ley, was the state’s all-time win-
ningest Eight-Man coach with
245 victories heading into the
2010 season.”

Also included in the Museum
displays are the championship
histories of Midway-Denton,

Norton Blue Jays tennis

By DICKBOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

The Norton Community High
School tennis team, under the
guidance of veteran head coach
Jim Green, has completed the best
tennis season ever in Norton with
two tournament championships,
four tournament runners-up and
an individual state champion.

Leading the way for the Lady
Jays in the 2010 season was
sophomore Tawni Griffey, who
finished the season with a 31-0
unbeaten record and state Class
3Assingles championship!

With six returning letterwin-
ners, all seniors, the Norton tennis
team got the season started in mid-
season form and never let up.

Coach Green guided Norton’s
tennis team for 25 years and re-
turned last year after a two-year
absence. His assistant coach was
Crystal Montgomery, former
outstanding tennis player for
Colby High School and Bethany
College.

The Norton tennis team got an
early morale boost with the com-
pletion of a whole new surface on
the tennis courts in the swimming
pool park.

An impressive start

The Lady Jays opened the sea-
son August 28 with animpressive
runner-up finish in a traditionally
tough Trego Varsity Round Robin
in WaKeeney. Not only was Nor-
tonrunner-up, the Lady Jays came
within one point of tying Tribune
for the championship.

Sophomore Tawni Griffey
made her debut at No.1 singles in
outstanding fashion, going unde-
feated. Senior letterwinner Mor-
gan Baumann was runner-up at
No.2 singles. Senior letterwinners
Rachel Shepard and Meaghan
Peterson played together for the
firsttime ever and placed fourth at
No.1 doubles with a 2-2 record.

Senior letterwinners Kyra Ful-
ton and Nikki McVey also played
together for the first time and
placed third in No.2 doubles with
a3-1 record.

“I was extremely pleased with
how our girls played,” said coach
Green. “We were seventh last year
in this tournament and the other
teams had most of their varsity
players returning.”

On Thursday, Sept. 2, Norton
competed in the Hays Invitational
and won the championship!

Tawni Griffey went 3-0 which
included an 8-0 shutout in the
finals of defending Class 4 A state
champion Caitlyn Wark, Colby,
to win the gold medal! Wark was
36-0 last season. No.2 singles
player Morgan Baumann placed
third with a 3-1 record. The No.1
doubles team of Rachel Shepard
and Meaghan Peterson won gold
with a3-0record. KyraFulton and
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Nikki McVey placed third at No.2
doubles with a 2-1 mark.

Second team championship

Norton journeyed to Colby for
avarsity tournament on Saturday,
Sept. 4 and won another team
championship!

Griffey went 3-0 again although
she had to rally to beat Colby’s
Wark 7-6(7-1). Shepard and Pe-
terson placed runner-up at No.1
doubles with a 2-1 recrod. Bau-
mann at No.2 singles also won
gold with a perfect 3-0 record. At
No.2 doubles, Fulton and McVey
also won the championship with
a 3-0 mark.

Norton scored 28 team points
and second place Colby had just
12.

On Tuesday, Sept. 7, the Lady
Jays competed in the Phillipsburg
Invitational and just missed a third
straight team championship. The
Lady Panthers survived the Nor-
ton challenge by scoring 25 points
compared to the Lady Jays’ 23 to
edge them for the title.

Griffey went 3-0 again, this
time with all shutouts.

At No.1 doubles, Shepard and
Peterson were runner-up with a
2-1 record. Baumann won the
No.2 singles championship with
a3-Orecord and the No.2 doubles
team of Fulton and McVey placed
third with a 1-2 mark.

Nortonreturned to Phillipsburg
on Tuesday, Sept. 14 for the Phil-
lipsburg Quad. Although it was
a varsity quadrangular, coach
Green gave his junior varsity
players a chance to compete and
they did very well against varsity
players, finishing fourth.

On Thurday, Sept. 23, Norton
was to compete in the Russell In-
vitational but inclement weather
kept that from happening.

Norton returned to WaKeeney
on Saturday, Sept. 25 and turned
inanother excellent performance,
placing runner-up to an outstand-
ing Claflin squad. Griffey was a
perfect4-0 with three shutouts un-
til meeting Allie Hip, Claflin, and
winning 8-5. Hipp had defeated
Nine Bwalya, Hoisington, last
year’s regional champion.

Baumann was sixth at No.2
singles witha2-2 record. Shepard
and Peterson placed seventh at
No.1doubles with a2-2 mark and
McVey and Fulton placed tenth at
2-2in No.2 doubles.

On Tuesday, Sept. 28, Norton
placed fourth, three points out
of first, in the Colby Invitational
Tournament. Tribune was the
champion with 19 points, Phil-
lipsburg and Trego tied with 18
points each and Norton scored
16 points. Griffey received a
bye, then shutout two players,
including a 6-0 win over Wark
of Colby.

InNo.2 singles, Baumann drew

Hanston, Alton, Dwight, Claflin,
Hanover, Coldwater, Scandia and
Sylvan Grove, among others.

A total of 34 state champion-
ship trophies - including eight
from Midway-Denton, six from
Hanston, three from Northern
Valley and the first Eight-Man
state championship won by Nash-
ville Zenda in 1969 - are on dis-
play.

Many of the all-time leading
rushers, passers and receivers in
the eight-man game are also fea-
tured, as well as programs from
the annual Kansas Eight-Man
Football Coaches Association
All-Star Game.

Results of every state cham-
pionship game are displayed
along with the coaches’ names.
Much of the small town tradi-
tions and passion for high school
Eight-Man teams are captured in
the memorabilia loaned for the
exhibition.

The Kansas Sports Museum
is located in the Chisholm Trail
Center at Exit28,1-135 Highway
in Newton. It is open Monday-
Wednesday and Friday-Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

#u#ena and Long Island, won
three state championships and
finished second four more times
inthe 1

Alsoincludedare the champion-
ship histories of Midway-Denton,
Hanston, Alton, Dwight, Claflin,
Hanover, Coldwater, Scandia and
Sylvan Grove, among others.
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Norton sophomore Tawni
Griffey had a perfect 31-0
record en route to the Class
3ARegional and State singles
tennis championships! She is
shown at the Mid-Continent
League Tournament in Phil-
lipsburg where she won the
singles gold medal.
—Telegram photo by Dick Boyd
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Northern Valley head football coach Chuck
Fessenden, thewinningest Eight-Man football
coachinthe state of Kansas, is shown near the
Husky display in the Kansas Sports Museum
in Newton. Memorabiliafrom Northern Val-
ley, including their three state championship

a bye, went 1-1 and was runner-
up.

Shepard and Peterson were 0-3
and placed sixth in No.1 doubles.
One of their losses went to a tie-
breaker. InNo.2 singles, Baumann
placed runner-up with a bye and
1-1 record. Fulton and McVey
were third in No.2 doubles with a
3-1record.

Run for their money

On Saturday, Oct. 2, the Mid-
Continent League Tournament
was held in Phillipsburg. The
Lady Jays gave the Lady Pan-
thers a run for their money before
placing runner-up. Phillipsburg
ended with 47 points and Norton
scored 42.

Griffey shutout four opponents
8-0 to win the individual No.1
singles crown. Baumann also
went 4-0 to win the No.2 singles
championship. Rachel Shepard
played No.1 doubles for the first
time with senior Ashley Millan
and they placed fourth with a 1-3
record. In No.2 doubles, Fulton
and McVey placed runner-up with
a 3-1 record. Their only loss was
8-5 to a Phillipsburg team. “This
was their best tournament of the
year,” coach Green said of Fulton
and McVey.

The Class 3ARegional Tourna-
ment was held Friday and Satur-

YOU’RE INVITED TO

PARTS EXPO

& JOHN DEERE DAY!!

Your best time to buy parts all year!
SIGN UP for our Winter Service Inspections

that work best for you!

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Friday, December 3, 2010

Chris Mansholt ¢ Mike Baetz
Tuesday, December 14, 2010

Jan Lien e Larry Buhlmann

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Tag Kenning e Jeff Debban

Thursday, January 13, 2011
MINDEN, NE - 308-832-2180
Robb Kuper e John Hitchcock

Friday, January 14, 2011
HOLDREGE, NE ° 308-995-6511
Duane Hunke e Joe Hays

www.landmarkimp.com

¢ Annual Qil & Filter Sales
December & January

November & December

Select the Date and location

SMITH CENTER, KS ¢ 785-282-6601
Chris Mansholt ¢ Dwayne Lorence
PHILLIPSBURG, KS ¢ 785-543-2184

LEXINGTON, NE e 308-324-4639

GOTHENBURG, NE - 308-537-2535

e Annual Net Wrap Truckload Sale

i
JANDMARK

Implement, Inc.

Holiday Gift ltems
on Sale!

10% Discount on
most John Deere
prebooked parts

JOHNDEERE

LandMark
Implement Inc.
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team completes successtul season

day, Oct. 8-9 in WaKeeney.

It was a single elimination
tournament. Griffey remained
unbeaten and scored enough
points for Norton to place fourth
asateam, although other Lady Jay
players did not survive the tough
competition.

Griffey was 4-0 in the tourna-
ment and defeated Allie Hipp,
Claflin, 6-2, 6-1 in the champion-
ship finals. Hipp was runner-up in
last year’s regional.

Baumann played well despite
not placing and ended with a 1-1
record.

Indoubles, Shepard and Millan
lost in the first round. Fulton
and McVey also lost in the first
round.

State Tournament

Griffey advanced to the Class
3A State Tournament at Wichita
Collegiate on Friday and Satur-
day, Oct. 15-16. She was seeded
No.2 behind last year’s state
champion Caroline Lincoln,
Wichita Independent. Tawni won

trophies, is on display along with champion-
ship histories of other Kansas high schools in
an original exhibit highlighting the history
of Eight-Man Football in Kansas. The exhibit
runs through December 31.

two matches both days to earn a
gold medal and state champion-
ship and complete a perfect 31-0
season!

On Friday, she defeated a
Wichita Collegiate and Hutch
Trinity player. After winning over
a Conway Springs player in the
Saturday semi-finals, she faced
defending state champion Lin-
coln and outscored her 6-1, 6-4 to
win the championship. Claflin’s
Hipp finished in fourth place.

Tawni’s 18 points placed Nor-
ton sixth in the state as a team.

“Tawni’s championship was a
tremendous accomplishment,”
said coach Green. “Tawni had a
great season and great finish.”

Norton will lose the six senior
letterwinners from this very suc-
cessful team. They are Morgan
Baumann, Kyra Fulton, Nikki
McVey, Meaghan Peterson, Katie
Scott and Rachel Shepard. They
will also lose seniors Kelsie Grif-
fith, Ashley Millan and Kaitlyn
Ross.

480 ACRES CRP
GRAHAM COUNTY, KS

THUR, DEC. 9, 2010, @10 300 AM, CST

AUCTION LOCATION:
Cowboy Junction
Hill City, KS

SELLER:
CITY OF HILL CITY

Selling in 3 tracts and
combinations:

TRACT 1: SE/4 of 8-7-23
TRACT 2: SW/4 of 8-7-23
TRACT 3: NW/4 of 8-7-23

T T

Buyers will receive 100% of
all CRP payments under the

g

NEW 15 year CRP contract!
Watch for

details |2

concerning leasing of
NE/4 in this section,

the "'1
withf

additional CRP
available to the lessee.

incomel|;;

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR
VISIT www.farmandranchrealty.com

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC

X

J.D. HININGER, Listing Agent
(785-567-8019)
1420 W. 4™ — COLBY, KS 67701

%8

Toll Free — 1-800-247-7863
DONALD L. HAZLETT
Broker/Auctioneer Lt

"When you list with Farm & Ranch, it's as good as SOLD!"

11/19/10 8:38:39 AM ‘



