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Fall fishing compliments
hunting season this year
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Fall angling techniques make au-
tumn time for both rod and gun

Although many outdoorsmen and
women have already hunted some
game by late October, and others are
thinking of nothing but upland game
seasons, avid anglers bide their time
and enjoy fishing on mild autumn
days. Thistime of year, fish are hungry
and feeding continually in preparation
for a long winter, making it a great
time to tackle game fish. Still, tech-
niques must be altered some to take
advantage of this feeding frenzy.

A crankbait may be one of the best
lures at this time because gizzard shad
are the preferred prey of most sport
fish in Kansas’ larger lakes and reser-
voirs. In the fall, young-of-the-year
shad are about 2-3 inches long, and a
white or chrome, fat-bodied crankbait
is the perfect imitation of a gizzard
shad. Cast a deep- or medium-diving
crankbait along rocky points and
rip-rapped shorelines, and retrieve it
quickly, so it gets near the bottom and
bounces off the rocks.

Ironically, a deep-diving crankbait
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may be the best choice even when
fishing relatively shallow water. The
lure’s long lip will deflect off rocks
and other snags, and this action can
trigger strikes. If the lure does hang
up, give it some slack, and it will often
float free. Using light monofilament
or a small-diameter braided line will
allow a crankbait to dive deeper.

When water temperatures cool to
the low 50s or high 40s in late fall,
it’s time to catch Kansas crappie.
Reservoir crappie congregate in large
schools over deep brushpiles and
creek channel dropoffs at this time.
Jigs or jigging spoons fished verti-
cally in 12-25 feet of water are most
effective. If too many small crappie
are biting, try a larger jig with a 2- or
2 1/2-inch shad-type plastic body.
The larger bait will more closely
resemble shad and may discourage
smaller fish.

When concentrations of crappie and
white bass are found, use landmarks
or GPS to mark their location. If the
state experiences a frigid winter and
safe ice forms, you can return to the
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spots that held fish before freeze-up
and catch them through the ice.

Even though autumn weather may
be mild, always wear more layers of
clothing than you think necessary
when fall fishing. No matter how
warm it feels on land, it will be much
cooler on the water, especially if the
wind blows. And don’t forget to wear
alifejacket; it will keep you warm and
may save your life.
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Mouasing Sachao has luck fishing for crappie from the dock.
—Telegram photo by Dana Paxton
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For Your Hunting Dog’s Care
and Emergency Treatment

24-Hour Emergency Service

WELCOME HUNTERS'

Al and Ursula Ebke, Owners

Open till 11:00 p.m. Daily
— Lottery Available Here —

Aaron R. White, DVM « Sarah Ketterl White, DVM 0@2“ A
801 W. Holme, Norton, KS « Phone: 785-877-2411 el
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday: 9 a.m.-noon
www.nortonanimalhealthcenter.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK — HOURS 7 A M.-10 PM

LOCATED ]UST SOUTH
OF NORTON POST OFFICE

Teresa and Douglas Daniels, Owners

LARGE SELECTION OF:

oLive Bait eLots of Tackle and Lures
«Frozen Bait «Emergency Boat Accessories & Boat Oil

TaD Bait Shop

307 PENN, NORTON, KANSAS - PHONE: 785-874-4687

Some Away Fromne Home!
RON ANPD VICKI FISHER,
ROOKS

OWNER AND OPERATOR

#Cable TV/HBO W#Touch Tone Phones BQueen and King Size Beds
#35 Rooms #Non-Smoking Rooms Available BMajor Credit Cards
PElectric Hookups for Boat Batteries Available
PFree Continental Breakfast

Highway 36 and 283, Norton, Kansas 67654
PHONE: 785-877-3381
Reservations: 1-800-494-9244 — Fax: 785-877-2188
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