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Kowpoke Supply and Lumber

Your Camping Headquarters
See us for Coolers, Citronella

Candles, Grill and
Flavored Wood Chips.
WE ALSO CARRY

STUFF FOR YOUR R.V.

Switch to Nex-Tech Wireless 
today and start receiving:

Responsive local customer 
service representatives!

Nationwide coverage plus the 
most local towers of any provider!

The latest phones, data, texting 
and more!www.nex-techwireless.com

Visit us online for the latest 
phones, plans and promotions!

Nex-Tech Wireless is eligible to receive support from the Federal Universal Service Fund in designated areas. As a result, Nex-Tech 
Wireless must meet reasonable requests for service in these areas. Questions or complaints concerning service issues may be 
directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.

785-877-4135
117 North Norton

   TheBetter
 Choice! Choic Choice! Choic Choic Choice!

E. Highway 36, Norton, Kansas — Phone 785-877-3511

Town and
Country Kitchen

Big Circle Drive
Daily Noon Buffet

Rojas Mexican on Friday Nights
Internet Hot Spot

Meeting Room in Back
Hours: Mon.-Sat.: 6:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

Sunday: 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Reservations: 1-800-494-9244  — Fax: 785-877-2188

Cable TV/HBO   Touch Tone Phones   Queen and King Size Beds
35 Rooms   Non-Smoking Rooms Available   Major Credit Cards

Electric Hookups for Boat Batteries Available
Free Continental Breakfast

Highway 36 and 283, Norton, Kansas 67654
PHONE: 785-877-3381

Home Away From Home!
RON AND VICKI FISHER,
OWNER AND OPERATOR

The silver carp reproduction explosion
can cause legal ramifi cations for fi shermen

About fi ve years ago, adult silver carp were fi rst noticed in the 
Kansas River, leaping high in the air and endangering boaters. 
These non-native fi sh have a peculiar habit of leaping completely 
out of the water as a motorboat passes over, but their presence 
threatens more than boaters. Silver carp, along with the bighead 
carp, are extremely prolifi c breeders and threaten channel catfi sh, 
bass, walleye, crappie, all native game fi sh as well as bait fi sh 
anywhere they are spread.

High water this spring has made the situation worse, creating 
a reproductive explosion of these fi sh, which, in addition to en-
dangering native species, are illegal to possess alive. Biologists 
from the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks are monitor-
ing the situation, but without the help of responsible anglers, 
things could get much worse. As of Aug. 2, young-of-the-year 
(2 to 3 inches long) Asian carp were “stacked up by the hundreds 
of thousands” below Johnson County Water One Coffee Dam, 
according to Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks aquatic 
nuisance specialist Jason Goeckler.

“I’ve never seen anything like this,” the seasoned biologist 
said. “The water is just loaded with them. You can stick a dip net 
in and pull up 100 or more at a time, and our real concern is that 
because they could easily be mistaken for shad or other min-
nows anglers will put them in their bait buckets and take them 
to other waters.”

Later that day, Goeckler and staff checked the Bowersock Dam 

at Lawrence and found more bighead carp. Although not in the 
same densities, they could easily be caught, and adult silver carp 
could be seen leaping into the falls. Asian carp were also reported 
congregating below the dam at Atchison State Fishing Lake.

Just putting these fi sh in a bait bucket is illegal. Silver carp 
and bighead carp are on the state list of species that are illegal to 
import, possess, or release alive in Kansas. That means they can-
not be kept if taken in a seine, put in a bait bucket, or used for bait 
unless they are killed fi rst. Violation is a Class C misdemeanor 
punishable by up to 30 days in jail and a $500 fi ne.

While many anglers seine their own bait, few can readily iden-
tify one “minnow” from another. But it’s easy to learn. Go online 
to Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks.state.ks.us, then 
click “<http://www.Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks.
state.ks.us/news/Fishing/Aquatic-Nuisance-Species/Aquatic-
Nuisance-Species-List/Asian-Carp>Fishing/Aquatic Nuisance 
Species/Aquatic Nuisance Species List/Asian Carp.” Here 
you’ll fi nd pictures and detailed descriptions of the fi sh, as well 
as a link to a video on Asian carp by famous angler Bill Dance. 
Dance discusses not only how to indentify the fi sh but the dangers 

of their spread. This page also contains links to <http://www.
asiancarp.org/Wordpress/>Asian carp management and a <http://
nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?speciesID=549>silver 
carp fact sheet, as well as information on other aquatic nuisance 
species, including an online education certifi cation course to 
help viewers understand the issue and how to prevent spread of 
these species.

It is illegal for anglers to move bait from any body of water 
to another, and if anglers don’t comply with this regulation, it 
will be more than a “nuisance” for them and their sport. Anglers 
could be destroying the thing they love most. Asian carp feed on 
plankton, algae, and aquatic insects. They are not sport fi sh and 
are rarely caught on hook and line.

Kansas anglers need to educate themselves about these de-
structive fi sh and take the necessary steps to prevent their spread. 
Currently, Asian carp can be found in the Big Blue, Kansas, Mis-
souri, and Wakarusa rivers in Kansas. Any streams that connect 
to the Kansas or Missouri river will likely contain these fi sh, so 
use extreme caution with bait in these areas.

Remember to learn to identify Asian carp because it’s illegal 
to possess them alive. You can seine your own bait, but legal bait 
fi sh can only be used in the waters where they were caught  it’s 
illegal to move bait fi sh from one water to another. Asian carp 
have the potential to take over a fi shery and destroy populations 
of desirable native fi sh.
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