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Moran introduces legislation to preserve tall grass
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      
     


       
      
      
       
 



 














        






 
  
 

 


 


 




 
 
  







         



  

 



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




















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Congressman Jerry Moran 
introduced legislation this week, 
H.R. 5118, the Flint Hills Preser-
vation Act, to protect the ability 
of landowners in the Flint Hills 
to use prescribed fire as a tool 
to preserve the tallgrass prairie 
ecosystem.

The Flint Hills region of Kan-
sas and Oklahoma contains the 
world’s largest share of remaining 
tallgrass prairie and is the only 
place where that habitat exists 
in landscape proportions. Only 
4 percent of North America’s 

presettlement tallgrass prairie 
survives to this day, and 80 per-
cent is located in Kansas.

Each year, ranchers, landown-
ers and conservation groups use 
prescribed fires to mimic the 
seasonal fires that have shaped the 
tallgrass prairie for thousands of 
years. Prescribed burning is an es-
sential management practice for 
protecting the ecosystem, enhanc-
ing grazing land and reducing the 
chances of destructive wildfires 
such as those in California and 
other states. Prescribed burning 

is also an important component in 
ranchland management. It helps 
ranchers keep pastures free from 
invasive species, like eastern red 
cedars, and leads to higher quality 
grass that increases weight gain 
in their cattle. Last year, a con-
densed timeframe for grassland 
burning caused heightened air 
quality readings in Kansas City 
and Wichita. As a result, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
is seeking to regulate how and 
when landowners can burn in 
the Flint Hills region by asking 

the state of Kansas to develop a 
smoke management plan. H.R. 
5118 recognizes that prescribed 
fires are a necessary and natural 
phenomena. It exempts land-
owners and local governments 
from Environmental Protection 
Agency enforcement of Clean Air 
Act standards, if the enforcement 
action is attributed to smoke from 
prescribed fires in the Flint Hills 
region.

“The Flint Hills region is one 
of the last contiguous stretches of 
the tallgrass prairie in the United 

States. It is disappointing that 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency would try to disrupt a 
vital management tool like pre-
scribed fires,” said Moran. “This 
legislation will allow landowners 
to preserve a unique ecosystem 
and manage prescribed burning 
around the forces of weather and 
other factors impacting safe con-
ditions, without worrying about 
a schedule dictated by some En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
bureaucrat in Washington.”

“We applaud Congressman 

Moran’s initiative to correct a 
flaw in the Clean Air Act with 
this legislation,” said Kansas 
Livestock Association President 
Mark Smith. “Prescribed burn-
ing in the Flint Hills is a proven, 
economical tool that protects 
and enhances the tallgrass prai-
rie. Smoke that results from this 
practice should not cause regula-
tory compliance problems for our 
urban neighbors.”

Moran is a senior member of 
the House Agriculture Commit-
tee.

tion, lasting from April through 
October. Lawson said the position 
would replace one temporary 
summer employee

The council asked Lawson if 
the position had been budgeted. 
He said it hadn’t, but there would 
be one less summer employee. 

“I think we can make it work,” 
he said. 

Lawson said there were three 
applications turned in. A motion 
was made to approve the recom-
mendation of Ted Hull. Vote 
taken, motion passed. 

• Lawson said the water clari-
fier is down at the water treatment 
plant. He said plant employees 
have done some repair work to 
it. 

Lawson also reported that Car-
ol Griffey retired from the power 
plant. He said the plant can’t keep 
up with 24/7 shifts and asked the 
council to make a motion to get 
rid of the night shifts and transfer 
the crews to the day shift. He said 
the employees would work on 
securing the building, with access 
at night being eliminated except 
by power plant employees. 

“We’re not closing the plant 
down,” he said. 

A motion was made to transfer 
the night crews to the day shift. 
Vote taken, motion passed. 

• Donna Foley reported on the 
last safety committee meeting. 
She said they met with Judge 
Hawks to discuss records and 
court costs. Foley made a motion 

to have all court cases entered 
into the computer by August and 
eliminate hand written forms. 
Vote taken, motion passed.  

Foley made a motion to have 
court costs increased to $1 to 
offset state costs. The council dis-
cussed the issue and whether costs 
should increase by $1 or $5. 

“I would go to $5,” Snyder 
said. 

Toby Kuhn said crime will not 
be deterred by increased fines. 

“The costs have increased dra-
matically since 1995,” he said. 

Foley said she wanted to keep 
up with costs from the state, not 
fall behind. 

Vote taken, motion passed to 
increase court costs by $1. 

Foley also discussed the house 

arrest system. She said the city 
has two house arrest bracelets, 
which are an option for people 
sentenced to serve jail time. The 
bracelets require payment up 
front, and Foley said a payment 
plan would make them more ac-
cessible. 

A motion was made to offer a 
payment plan for the house arrest 
bracelets. Vote taken, motion 
passed. 

Foley said many people choose 
jail time over being under house 
arrest because it is free. She said 
she wanted to offset the difference 
by charging $52 a day to people 
incarcerated in the county jail. 
City Attorney Karen Griffiths 
said she would have to research 
that before it could be voted on. 

• Snyder made a motion to ap-
prove the purchase of a building 
from KowPoke for the water 
treatment plant. Lawson said it 
would be similar to a carport. The 
cost was estimated at $3,900. Vote 
taken, motion passed. 

• Corina Cox, Northwest Kan-
sas Planning and Development, 
was present to hold the public 
hearing for the CDBG grant. 

The grant will fund a new fire 
truck, a project that is estimated 
to cost $331,700.  There were no 
public comments. 

• A motion was made to ap-
prove a $500 donation to the 
Norton Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s July 4 fireworks display. 
Vote taken, motion passed. 

• A motion was made to go into 
executive session for 15 minutes 
to include the mayor, city attor-
ney, city administrator and city 
clerk. Vote taken, motion passed. 
The council returned to open 
meeting with no action taken. 

The next Norton City Council 
meeting will be held June 16 in 
the city office. 

County
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we can pick and choose. We have 
not enjoyed what the state has 
done to our funding. This is not 
going to get easier,” Miller said. 

The commissioners said the 
four day week was a trial, and they 
want to know what does and does 
not work. 

Railsback said it has impacted 
his personal life because he has to 
be at work by 7 and can’t take his 
kids to daycare that early. 

He presented the commission 
with a petition signed by several 
employees to reinstate the five day 
work week. 

The commission discussed the 
issue before Applegate made a 
motion to discontinue the four 
day work week. Vote taken, mo-

tion passed. 
In other commission business:
• Norton County Treasurer 

Cynthia Linner reported on coun-
ty taxes. 

• Tom Brannan, Road and 
Bridge supervisor, gave his week-
ly report. He said the sign machine 
is up and running. 

• Norton County Solid Waste 
Supervisor Curt Archibald gave 
his weekly report. 

• Gina Frack, Norton County 
Health Department administra-
tor, said the Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment is 
redistributing H1N1 funds that 
were not used. She said $6,000 is 
up for grabs. 

The next Norton County Com-
missioners meeting will be held 

June 14 at 9 a.m. on the second 
floor of the Norton County Court-

house. The meeting is open to the 
public. 

NCF
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They can hold up to  six people. 
The Department of Wildlife 

and Parks has the contract for the 
cabins, which cost an estimated 
$30,000 in materials per cabin, 
he said. 

Prairie Dog State Park Manager 
Toby Kuhn said the park currently 
has two primitive cabins, and the 
two modern cabins will be in-
stalled on the road going towards 
the public fishing dock. The first 
cabin was installed several weeks 
ago, but it has not been hooked up 
with utilities. 

Kuhn said a contractor will fin-
ish the utility work. Each cabin 
will have a water line, he said. 

“We’ll have a total of four cab-

ins. They’ll be open year-round,” 
Kuhn said. 

Kuhn said he wasn’t sure when 
the cabins would be open. The 
contractor has to finish their work 
before Wildlife and Parks can 
pour concrete for patios and do 
other maintenance. 

Prairie Dog’s four cabins, prim-
itive and modern, will be open 
year-round. 

“They’re going to be very popu-
lar based on the number of calls 
we’ve received,” Kuhn said. 

Jansonius said there are cur-
rently two more cabins under 
construction. One will go to Web-
ster, and the next two will go to 
Jamestown. 

JENNINGS NEWSJENNINGS NEWS
By LOUISE CRESSLER

Keli Kleidosty, Kehaha, Ha-
waii, is visiting a week with her 
parents, Doyle and Kay Brown. 

Because of Bible School be-
ing held the week of June 1, the 
United Methodist Women will 
be going to visit Cedar Living 
Center on Tuesday, June 8, instead 
of June 2. 

Refreshments will be furnished 
by Kay Brown and Lila Jen-
nings.

Matt Hall, Brighton, Colo., 
visited Sunday and Monday with 
his mother, Pat Hall and grand-
mother, Violet Foster.

The Alumni Banquet was en-
joyed by many former graduates. 
A delicious meal was catered 
by Leanna Sloan and crew from 
Hoxie. 

A dance was held in the Commu-
nity Hall following the banquet. 
The band “Clueless” played.

We had beautiful weather over 
the weekend for the Memorial 

services at the Big Timber and at 
the Jennings cemetery. 

A light breeze blowing the 
American flags was very impres-
sive. 
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