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“Beyond Belief”
By Pastor Kirk Kasson, Almena Congregational Church

“Believe in God. Believe also in
me.” John 14.1

“You say you believe in God;
you do well, but I tell you, even the
demons believe and they shudder.”
James 2.19

“Truly, truly I say to you, he who
believes shall have eternal life.”
John 6.47

Dothese verses conflict? Demons
believe? Believe in Me? He who
believes shall have eternal life?

I’m afraid this phrase “believe in”
has been the source of alot of confu-
sion, primarily because it can be used
in two very different ways.

The first thing “Believe in” can
mean is “mental assent to the ex-
istence of something”. One can
“believe in” dinosaurs without have
ever seen one. The same can be said
of believing in oxygen molecules,
the tooth fairy, Bigfoot, baby pi-
geons, and people from Vermont;
just because you’ve never seen
something does not mean you can’t
believe it exists.

The second thing “believe in” can
meanis “the actof putting one’s trust
in some idea or thing”. (To help dis-
tinguish between the two, [ will call
this second meaning “BELIEF”.)
Youcan BELIEVE in “trickle-down
economics” or your “insurance com-
pany or a healthy exercise program.
If someone says “I don’t BELIEVE
IN” all these presidential reforms”
they are not saying they don’tbelieve
the reforms exist, but that they don’t
BELIEVE (trust) they will work.

It get’s trickier. The problem lies
in the fact that sometimes you can
use this phrase in either sense about
the same thing.

One can say “I believe in global
warming” to say they believe it ex-
ists, that the earth is getting warmer
and that the cause is manmade. In
the same sense a person can say he
doesn’t believe in global warming,
either to say the earth is not getting
warmer, or that the cause of any
warming is not manmade. Either
way, “believe in” refers to the assent

However, if a person were to say “I
BELIEVE IN global warming” in the
second sense it would mean something
entirely different. It would mean that
he trusts global warming, that it is the
answer to our problems, that he likes it.
“Global warming” this person might
rationalize, “will cause a rise in the

earth’s humidity, giving us a tropical
planet such as the dinosaurs enjoyed.
We will see the deserts flourish, and
whatever coastal areas we lose will
be replaced by habitable arc regions.
Global warming is the answer to the

problems of overpopulation and hunger.
I BELIEVE IN global warming!!” Do
you see the difference?

If a woman says “I believe in God”
we generally assume she believe that
there is a God. If the same woman says
“I'believe in Barack Obama” we would
assume she means not only that he ex-
ists, but that he is the right person for
the job of president. It would be absurd
to assume she meant “I believe Barack
Obama exists.”

And so, the apostle James says to his
audience, “Yousay youbelieve in God,”
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In some instances a good
example can make a great
difference. As children, we
learn by the example of
those closest to us. As we
grow, we live and interact
with our peers according to
those early observations.
Our future is already greatly
influenced while we are still
young.

How can we set the best
example for our young ones?
There are some instructions
in God’s Word. In John
13:15, Jesus says, “I have set
you an example that you
should do as I have done for
you.” And in John 13:34
“... As I have loved you, so
you must love one another.”

Wouldn’t you like to
ensure a better life for
yourselves, your children,
and the next generation?
You can be a model of good
deeds; begin setting the
example. Worship as a
family this week.
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(in the first sense), “good and well.
But you may have no more faith
than a demon. You know as well
as [ do there are no atheist demons.
The difference between a Christ fol-
lower and a demon is BELIEF, not
belief. Start acting out your faith as
aBELIEVER.”

Let’s imagine that a hero has
returned from war. Each evening
he runs along the river for his exer-
cise. He sees the ice on the water’s
surface and after a prolonged cold
spell comes to “believe” that the
ice is strong enough to support his
weight.

However, one day his belief is
challenged to become BELIEF. He
sees two punks assaulting an elderly
woman on the opposite bank. He has
no doubt that if he were on the other
side he could handle the hoodlums
and save her, but can he cross the
river? First, his belief in the ice’s
strength may be unfounded; he may
be incorrect in the existence of its
sufficient strength. Butwe will never
know unless he demonstrates BE-
LIEF, trusting the ice enough to run
across its surface to the other side.

What you must understand is that
Jesus requires more than belief; he
requires BELIEF. Thinking correct
thoughts is of little value if you deny
proper actions. Faith without works
is dead.

When Jesus told his disciples
“Believe in God, believe also in
me” he was using this second sense
of the phrase. “BELIEVE in God.
BELIEVE also in me.” He was not
saying “Believe God exists, believe
I exist”, but “Trust God, trust me.
Live according to me. Change your
actions, your priorities, even your
desires, to line up with what I am
teaching you. Don’t stay on your
side of the river. Run across the ice
to where I can use you. Trust me.
BELIEVE IN me. If you do you will
have eternal life.”

Do you believe in God or BE-
LIEVE in God? A Christ follower
BELIEVES, a demon believes.
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Adoption
ADOPTION: Brother and
sister deeply desire to add
a sibling to this loving and
dedicated family. Your child
will be raised in a Christian
home that is full of laughter
and unconditional love. Please
call our adoption attorney at
1-800-492-2011 about Eric and
Amy.

Auctions

Public Auction Over 400
Travel Trailers, Mobile Homes
& Park Homes. May Ist
Carencro, LA. Internet bidding
available! No Minimum Price!
www.hendersonauctions.com
(225)686-2252 LIC #136.

Building Structures
Sentinel Building Systems.
Your Rock Solid choice for
high-quality, value-priced
steel and wood-steel buildings.
No hassles. No regrets. Call
today. 800-327-0790, www.
sentinelbuildings.com.

Business Opportunity
All Cash Vending! Do you
earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 25
Machines and Candy. All for
$9995. 1-888-753-3441.

Business Opportunity
Contract salespersons to sell
aerial photography of farms
on commission basis, $5,000-
$8,000/month. Proven product
and earnings. Travel required;

sales experience preferred.
1-877-882-3566.
Help Wanted

Drivers - Training and Building
Business Owners! Train and
work for Central Refrigerated.
Class A CDL Training - No
credit check - Regional
Training Locations (877) 369-
6810 www.centraldrivingjobs.
net.

Help Wanted
Motel = Managers
Immediate opening.
plus living quarters. Duties:
office, housekeeping, light
maintenance. Semi-retired or
disabled OK. No experience
necessary. Call 866-905-4500.

Wanted.
Salary

Help Wanted
National Carriers needs O/O’s,
Lease Purchase, Company
Drivers for it’s Expanding
Fleet. Offering Regional/OTR
runs. Outstanding pay package,
Excellent benefits, Generous
hometime.  1-888-707-7729.
www.nationalcarriers.com.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Need CDL Drivers A or B
with 2 yrs recent commercial
experience to transfer motor
homes, straight trucks,
tractors and buses. www.
mamotransportation.com.
1-800-501-3783.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
OTR Drivers Needed - Reefer,
Tanker and Flatbed Positions.

Student CDL Training
Available, financially sound
growing carrier. All levels

of experience welcome to
apply. 1-800-277-0212 www.
primeinc.com

Homes for Sale
Time for a NEW home? Call
KanBuild for your Free design
catalog or a quote 800-343-
2783 or visit kanbuild.com.

Legal Services
Social ~ Security  disability
claims; Saunders & Saunders
Attorneys at Law. No recovery,
No fee! 1-800-259-8548.

Manufactured Homes
4 Bedroom, 2 Bath. Incredible
Government Rebate Program.
Move to your land or family
land. All site improvements
included. Won’t last. 800-375-
3115.

Manufactured Homes
Landowners Hotline Nations’
largest home builder will build
on your land or family land.
Prices start at $39/sq ft. All site
improvements included. 866-
858-6862

Manufactured Homes
Time has run out. Must sell 3
bedroom manufactured home.
Must move to your land. 785-
841-4887.

Misc.

Airlines Are Hiring - Train
for high paying Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Job placement
assistance.  Call  Aviation
Institute  of  Maintenance.
(888)248-7449.

Misc.
Attend College Online from
Home. Medical, Business,
Paralegal, Accounting,
Criminal Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified.
Call 888-220-3977. www.
CenturaOnline.com.

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW. APRIL 24-
25. SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3.
WICHITA. KANSAS
COLISEM (It is still open for
business) (I-135 & EAST 85th
St. N) BUY-SELL-TRADE.
INFO: (563) 927-8176

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING
CONTAINERS. Camlock
doors, hardwood floors support
forklift. Delivery available.
1-785-655-9430 Solomon.
www.chuckhenry.com
complete web listing, photos,
specs, pricing.

Kansas credit unions help people fit
together the pieces of their financial
dreams. More than half a million
Kansans choose credit unions as
safe places for their money and
financial needs.

WHY? Kansas credit unions are
money-smart: They offer great
options for checking, savings, credit
cards, loans — and more. And they’re
value-strong. Just ordinary people
helping people, providing resources
and flexibility consumers need in
both good times and tough times.

VALUE STRONG.

Make your own money-
smart move to a Kansas
credit union today.

Visit your local credit union

or call Kansas Credit Union
Association at (800) 362-2076.
Also at kcua.coop.

KANSAS CREDIT UNIONS

Money smart. Value strong.
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