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Lady Huskies open
season with a win

By CHUCK ZIMMERMAN
Special to The Telegram

The Northern Valley Lady Hus-
kies opened the 2009/10 season
on the winning side of a 54-42
score and even though it was not
the prettiest thing to be seen it
was - as they say a win over the
Buffaloes of Rawlins County.

We started off great using our
pressure defenses to stifle the
Buffalos as for the entire game
they turned the ball over 31 times
which we needed toward the
end.

We used the extra possessions
to open an 8 point lead at the
quarter and then a fourteen point
lead at half.

But the Rawlins County girls
didn’t give up and out scored us
in the second half by two to keep
the game close, closer than we
wanted.

Our shooting stats are actu-
ally pretty impressive for the first

game of the season as we shot 67
percent from behind the arc and
51 percent in front of it as we did
have a good offensive display.

But, again what got us those
shots in the first place was our
defense which we have come to
rely on and work very hard on to
perfect.

Thedeflects (gettingadefensive
touch on the ball) are our gauge
as to how hard a player is work-
ing and a key indicator on how
successful we will be as a team.
Alison Cole led the team with
8, with 4 of them being blocked
shots. Megan Cole tipped 7 while
fellow senior Christina Anderson
gotherhandson 6. And as we have
come to realize deflects, quite
often, lead to steals.

Our steals leaders were Me-
gan Cole with 6, Anderson with
4, Staci Dole and Alison Cole
with 3 each while Karen Wenzl
swiped 2.

Huskies begin season

The Northern Valley Huskies
began the 2009/10 varsity basket-
ball season in Atwood on Dec. 4,
losing 75-68.

Basketball Coach Chuck Fes-
senden said the Huskies were out
rebounded 48 to 22.

“It is hard to win when you
give the other team that many
more possessions. We also need
to shoot better from the free throw
line and the perimeter,” he said.

Leading scorers were Calen
Bach with 18 points; Gunnar

As our team is now considered
a veteran team we have come to
read each other and what we will
do in certain situations which
offensively leads to some pretty
amazing passes that lead to easy
baskets and those passes are
called assists. Staci Dole has be-
come a very good “finder of the
open player” as she penetrates
the defenses and had six assists
on this opening night.

Anderson followed with 4
while the Cole sisters found 3
teammates each for scores.

The one downer of the night
was our rebounding. Defensively
we out rebounded the Buffalos
but offensively we only gathered
one of our missed shots while they
grabbed 11 of their misses. This
we will continue to work on.

All told a decent start to what
we hope will be a very successful
season.

in Atwood

Hays, 15; Phillip Compton, 15
and Jeremy Brown, 15.

The Huskies competed in the
Trego Tournament in WaKeeney
on Tuesday. Their next game will
be In Mankato against Rock Hills
at4 p.m. on Dec. 18.

Team met new challenges,
adjusted to new tactics

The Lady Huskies had to ad-
just to meeting new challenges
when the junior high A and B
teams competed against Logan

adjusting on defense but had a
difficult time finding the bucket
on offense.”

“We look forward to meeting up

included Elexsa Anderson with
8 points; Shayna Vincent, 4 and
Kirsten Burger, 2.

premeterm——

Taking the shot

Lady Jay junior post Dustyna Sprigg got inside the Atwood defense for ajump shot during
the basketball season opener for Norton in the NCHS Stull Gymnnasium last Saturday.
Dustyna scored four points on two field goals.

—Telegram photo by Dick Boyd
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