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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Thanksgiving”
By Preacher/Teacher Terry L. Laughlin, CrossRoads Ministries

First Thessalonians 5:16-
18 says, “Be joyful always;
pray continually; give thanks
in all circumstances, for this
is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.”

On Thanksgiving Day,
families gather around their
televisions to watch football
games after devouring alarge
feast. Some have even salted

ance upon a holy God.

Gratitude mutes this arrogance
as the Holy Spirit reminds us
thatall success and achievement
comes only because of God’s
grace and His enabling power.
Without Him, we truly can do
nothing!

(2.) Gratitude Motivates Ac-
tion. Paul puts gratitude and
living thankfully together--

“Whatever you do, whether in
word ordeed, doitallinthe name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father” (Colossians
3:17). To Paul, thanksgiving,
words, and deeds all impacteach
other. Each God-given ability
has some useful expressioninthe
life of another. Every Christian
has a unique circle of friends
and acquaintances that God has

placed them among and to
whom they can show the love
of Christ. We say thanks to
God by using these abilities
for His glory.

(3.) Gratitude Multiplies
Adoration. The cornerstone
of worship is this: “Thanks
be to God for His indescrib-
able gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). The
gift of grace found in Jesus

a bit of sentimental religious
feelings into the day by say-
ing grace before the main
meal.

Incontrastto this, the apos-
tle Paul advises us to show
gratitude to God no matter
what our circumstances are.
Our forebears, the Pilgrims,
knew that Paul was right
for in the midst of want they
met to express gratitude.
Abraham Lincoln also knew
that, in spite of the circum-
stances (the Civil War, “a
war of extreme severity”),
expressing gratitude to God
the Father affirms faith and
issued a proclamation for a
Day of Thanksgiving to be
celebrated the last Thursday
of November 1863.

Three things happen per-

Christ is the starting point
of our gratitude. Reasons
for gratitude should not only
be for the blessings God has
given, but for His Son Jesus
who bore your disgrace and
sin. He defeated death by ris-
ing from the grave and lives
in Christians now through the
Holy Spirit—the One who
enables them to live victori-
ously over the sin that desires
todestroy them and theirrela-
tionship with God. Adoration
of the Lord will increase as
you measure what you were
without Christ to what you are
now as you surrender to the
Holy Spirit’s leading.
Gratitude. Thanksgiving.
What noble emotions! They
express appreciation to God

for talents, abilities and gifts

sonally as you express grati-
tude:

(1.) Gratitude Mutes Arro-
gance. When things are going
well, it is easy to believe the
myth about our own indepen-
dence. Steady employment,
good health and fine educa-
tion contribute to our idea that
everything we possess comes

Thanksgiving reminds us of the pilgrims of Plymouth, Massachusetts. They
risked their lives crossing the treacherous Atlantic on the Mayflower, suffering
disease and death on their long journey in search of a place where they could
worship without being persecuted for their religious beliefs. Psalm 23:3 must
have comforted them on their arduous journey “... He restores my soul. He
guides me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”

Because those brave men and women paved the way for our religious freedom,
we need only walk down the street or drive across town to worship. This week,
won’t you travel the “paths of righteousness” to worship in God’s House? Have
a blessed Thanksgiving.

which enable people to fulfill
what He has called them todo.
Gratitude motivates you to
action. Obedient Christians
express gratitude by dedicat-
ing their time, talents, effort
and finances to lift up Christ
in their communities. Grati-
tude multiplies adoration for
Jesus who died for the sins of

from our own brilliance and

hard work. Self-sufficiency REEED
. . Psalm
is part of the modern mind- o7
set tilting our thinking away
from true humility and reli-
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everyone who will receive
Saturday Him.
Psalm . .
108 How will you express grati-
tude to God with your life?
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Adoption

Adoption is Love...Hap-
pily married couple prom-
ises infant arms full of
hugs, security and abso-
lute devotion. Expenses
paid. Please call Patty and
Louis 1-888-877-0683.

Adoption: Abundance of
love and happiness awaits
your Newborn with hap-
pily married, financially
secure and fun couple.
Expenses paid. Attorney
retained. Eileen & Ed
1-800-266-5305.

Business Opportunity

All Cash Vending! Do
you earn $800 in a day?
Your own local candy
route. Includes 25 Ma-
chines and Candy. All for
$9995. 1-888-753-3441.

Educational
MISSOURI WELDING
INSTITUTE. Nevada,
Missouri. Become a
Certified Pipe/Structural
Welder. Graduate in 18
weeks, earn up to $35/
hour. Companies calling
weekly searching for our
graduates. 1-800-667-
5885.

Homes for Sale

0 CASH DOWN w/
your land or family
land. Call for pre ap-
proval. We have display
homes for you to tour
800-261-0245.
www.4aclaytonhome.
com/807.

Legal Services
Social Security disabil-
ity claims; Saunders &

Saunders Attorneys at
Law. No recovery, No
fee! 1-800-259-8548.

Manufactured Homes
4 BEDROOM DOU-
BLEWIDE. Owner fi-
nancing. Reasonable
down. Will move. Land
available. 785-862-0321
koo sk sk sk sk skosk skoskosk sk skosk skoskosk
We own the bank! Dou-
blewides/Modulars. Call
to prequalify! It’s Free!
Call 800-375-3115.

Misc.

Airlines Are Hiring -
Train for high paying
Aviation Maintenance
Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid
if qualified - Housing
Available. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance.
(888) 349-5387.

Attend College Online
from Home. Medical,
Business, Paralegal,
Accounting, Criminal
Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if
qualified. Call 888-220-
3977. www.CenturaOn-
line.com

Steel Buildings
For Sale

20x8x8; 40x8x8; ®

48x8.5x9.5; 53x8.5x9.5
SHIPPING CONTAIN-
ERS. Camlock doors,
hardwood floors support
forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430
Solomon. www.chuck-
henry.com complete web
listing, photos, specs,
pricing.

CITIZEN SOLDIER

ADD VALUETO AMERICA ...
WHILE SECURING YOUR FUTURE.

NATIONALGUARD.com
1-800-GO-GUARD

LearningQuest‘j

529 EDUCATION SAVINGS PROGRA

Learning Quest is the Kansas

state-sponsored 529 college

savings plan. Kansas taxpayers

can deduct contributions to
Learning Quest or any state-
sponsored 529 plan, up to

$3,000 ($6,000 if married filing
jointly) from their Kansas taxes

each year.

For more information call
1-877-345-8837 or visit
learningquest.com.

Program Administrator Dennis McKinney,
Kansas State Treasurer

Managed by American Century Investment
Management, Inc. Distributed and underwritten by
American Century Investment Services, Inc.

Notice: Accounts established under Learning Quest
and their earnings are neither insured nor
guaranteed by the State of Kansas, the Kansas
State Treasurer or American Century Investments®.

©?2009 American Century Proprietary Holdings, Inc.
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LQ-ADV-66937 0910

12/1/09 10:07:45 AM H

Page 7 o



