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“The Free Gift”
By Pastor Rick Rostek, Immanuel Lutheran Church

Paul says in his letter
to the Ephesians, “For
by grace you have been
saved through faith.
And this is not your
own doing; itis the gift
of God, not a result of
works, so that no one
may boast.” Therefore,
forgiveness of sins and
eternal salvation are
a free gift from God
through faith in the
death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. This is
great news! Salvation
doesn’t depend on us
buton God and His Son
Jesus.

So if this is true, why
does Jesus issue a stern
warning such as, “And
if your hand causes
you to sin, cut it off.
It is better for you to
enter life crippled than
with two hands to goto
hell, to the unquench-
able fire” Mark (9:43).
He would go on to say
similar things about
one’s feet and eyes. If

good works because we
will never be perfect.
But when Jesus speaks
in such drastic terms, He
shows the seriousness
and power of sin. We
regularly commit sins of
one sort or another, and
generally we realize that

we have done so and seek
to turn from our wrong
ways. But some sins are
soalluring, soinviting, so
captivating that we don’t
want to turn from them.
When that happens, we
are effectively telling
God that we know best

hristopher Columbus was a

most determined individual -
he was looking for riches to honor the
King and Queen of Spain. Beyond
riches, he wanted to fulfill a religious
quest and bring Christianity to
unknown parts of the world. Though
Columbus did not realize either goal,
he ultimately found “riches” beyond
measure when he landed on our
shores. If he had given up, we might
not be living in this land of
opportunity!

God has plans for us when we have
faith in Him and seek to discover His
will for our lives. We must not become
discouraged when we do not meet our
goals, for our Creator guides us to
greater rewards when we follow Him.
We read in Hebrews 10:35-36...“So do
not throw away your confidence; it will
be richly rewarded. You need to
persevere so that when you have done
the will of God, you will receive what
He has promised.”
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and He doesn’t. Such
arrogance can then lead
to unbelief. Without
faith, we are lost eter-
nally.

SowhenJesusrecom-
mends cutting off one’s
hand or foot in order to
combat sin (and note
that Jesus deliberately
overstates the case for
effect; He’s not advo-
cating self-mutilation),
He’s showing just how
serious and dangerous
sincanbe. Atthe same
time, He is calling peo-
ple back to faith, that
they would put their
trust in the only true
God and not the gods
of this world.

In faith, we enjoy the
free gift of God that is
offered to all people.
Jesus’ death was not
justforaparticular eth-
nic group or people, but
was for all people ev-
erywhere for all time.
This is the wonderful
news we have in Jesus

Adoption

Adoption is love; happily
married couple promises in-
fant arms full of hugs, love,
security and absolute devo-
tion. Expenses paid. Patty &
Louise 1-888-877-0683.

Business Opportunity
All Cash Vending! Do you
earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 25
Machines and Candy. All for
$9995. 1-888-753-3441.

For Sale

Factory Showroom Hot Tub
Floor Model Sale. $995 to
$4,995. Walk-in Bathtubs
$3,995 up. Saunas $1,995
to $2,695. Call 1-800-869-
0406 for catalog and discount
coupons.

Help Wanted

Mailing Brochures! Weekly
pay + Bonus. Supplies fur-
nished. Guaranteed Oppor-
tunity. Call now! 1-800-497-
8680.

Supplemental income —
Place/supervise international
high school students in your
community! Training, com-
pensation and Switzerland
trip available. Call Sudy at
1(877)238-8729. CETUSA.

Manufactured Homes
(AAA) $8,000 Last Chance.
Federal Government Money
Program is ending.Nothing
down if you have land or
family land. Easy financing.
Call for prequalification!!
800-841-0033.

Misc.

Airlines Are Hiring - Train for
high paying Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if
qualified - Housing Avail-
able. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance. (888) 349-
5387.

Attend College Online from
Home. Medical, Business,
Paralegal, Accounting, Crim-
inal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified.
Call 888-220-3977. www.
CenturaOnline.com

Pet Supplies

All New Happy Jack Kennel
DipII: Kills fleas, ticks, stable
flies & Mange mites with-
out steroids. Biodegradable.
At Orsheln Farm & Home
Stores. (www.happyjackinc.
com).

Special Notice

Buchman Quarter Horse Sale,
October 10, 1 p.m.,Alta Vista,
Kansas, 29 riding horses, 43
weanlings, “The Cowboy’s
Kind,” Free Picture Catalog,
785-499-6894, bb_ranch@
hotmail.com.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8;40x8x8;48x8.5x9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CON-
TAINERS. Camlock doors,
hardwood floors support
forklift. Delivery available.
1-785-655-9430 Solomon.
www.chuckhenry.com com-
plete web listing, photos,
specs, pricing.

PREMIER HOME AUCTION ®
Saturday, October 24, 2009
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Copyright 2009, Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P. O. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com CALL 573-365-7272 and SIGN-UP Today!

MULTI-CONDOS AUCTION

Saturday, October 31, 2009

More than 10 great Condominiums being offered throughout the Lake Area!
OPEN HOUSE & INSPECTIONS ON OCTOBER 17. SIGN-UP TODAY 573-365-7272

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

! THE SPONSORS OF THIS
—>%0z CHURCH PAGE DO SO WITH
PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY

Check our web site for details - ProStarAuctions.com
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Bus. Hwy. 54 & Crossing West Drive
PO Box 2651 Lake Ozark, MO 65049

Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc. AUC/TI ONS  Phone:573-3657272 Fax:573-365-7273
. . . 11 . PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SALES
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Au.to Repair Servmg_ the Nort?’n 10% deposit dus the day of auction. 103% buyers premium will apply
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894 RESIDENTIAL - CONDOS - LAND - RESORT - COMMERCIAL

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

CENTRAL MISSOURI’S LAKE OF THE OZARKS

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros. Petite Tablet
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc. STOP LEG CRAMPS Bz
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors & Vitamin D3
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings BEFORE THEY STOP YOU. s
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental o . :
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554 calcettis designed o help stoplow calclum eg 2
cramps. Just ask your pharmacist. DU%%:HS /|
Ag Valley Sander Furniture and Gifts First State Bank ’\ ) @ ‘ )
Co-operative Sander Bed and Bath “Your Progressive ¢ ' F A Mission-
Elevator - Service Station Tuesday through Saturday: Community Bank” T
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. MEMBER FDIC P
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341 UPTO
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers, %%3(
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse THANDIALGP
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements ‘
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-8717-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Lee Hardy Construction LLC American Don’s Floor Covering ‘
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET IS HERE!

DITCH YOUR DIAL-UP AND START ENJOYING THE INTERNET AGAIN.

Countryside Veterinary Clinic A X Everything Pizza Hut/Taco Bell STARTING AT ONLY " ILDBLUE
of Oberlin, P.A. D@ln&'ﬂ@n under the sun Come Join Us for Our $ 39 95 w H\g/h\{d mget. out H blue.
N. HWY 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn) \ Wn fOI” your “ SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET K month 87 7_73 4_ 8 32 5
785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808 kitchen Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert ORI IRt oS www.wildblue.com
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M. 115 W. Main, Norton, KS » 877-2911 FREE COFFEE or TEA Also available from your local retailer.

Hurry, offer ends soon. Subject to WildBlue terms and conditions. Additional one-time activation fee applies, plus monthly equipment lease
fee and taxes. Minimum commitment term is 24 months. Visit www.wildblue.com/legal for details and the Fair Access Policy.
*Speed comparison based on file download using WildBlue's Pro package vs. 42 Kbps dial-up. Actual speeds may vary. © 2009 WildBlue Communications Inc.

24-Hour Emergency Service W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359

Cindy Boller and Georgia Mann
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