
Tuesday, August 11, 2009        THE NORTON TELEGRAM	 Page 5

Oberlin project gets extra $150,000

TELEGRAMTELEGRAM
T H E  N O R T O NT H E  N O R T O N

NEW
SUBSCRIBERS

SPECIAL:
Norton, Phillipsburg, Graham, Decatur

and Furnas County, Nebraska

$60  . . . . . . . . NOW $54
Elsewhere in Kansas and Nebraska

$70  . . . . . . . . NOW $64
All Other States

$76  . . . . . . . NOW $70
*One-Year
Subscriptions
Only

*

Current
Subscribers

Can Also Enjoy the

Saving by Renewing

or Extending Their

Subscription!!

Clip the following coupon, enclose check and bring into the
Telegram Office or Mail to: 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton

Hurry, Offer
Expires 7/31/09

Name:______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________
PLEASE CHECK:     1$54     1$64     1$70 

Nex-Tech Wireless offers a wide variety
of selections perfect to please the 
individual tastes of every customer. 

Each item served with a
Today’s Special

Instant
Credit*$50

and

when you bring us your number!
$200 Cash*

You Get             More                      Choices
With

Catch of the Day

*With qualified rate plan and 2 year service agreement. Limited time offer. While supplies last. Certain restrictions apply. Free Kansas Alltel® mobile-to-mobile applies to numbers originating from Alltel® only. See stores for 
details. If you return your phone in 30-days, the $50 credit is forfeited. Taxes, features, surcharges and overages are the customer’s responsibility. Nex-Tech Wireless is eligible to receive support from the Federal Universal 
Service Fund in designated areas. As a result, Nex-Tech Wireless must meet reasonable requests for service in these areas. Questions or complaints concerning service issues may be directed to the Kansas Corporation 
Commission Office of Public Affairs and ConsumerProtection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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For more options, visit www.nex-techwireless.com or call 
any of our Nex-Tech Wireless locations.

Light Dishes
Nationwide 120 - $20/mo.
Nationwide 700 - $40/mo.
Add an additional line for $20 per month.

Main Dishes
Nationwide 1,300 - $60/mo.
Nationwide 2,000 - $80/mo.
Nationwide 3,000 - $100/mo.
Add an additional line for $10 per month.

Served with unlimited nights and weekends, 
unlimited mobile-to-mobile minutes to Nex-Tech 
Wireless and Kansas Alltel® customers and free 
rollover minutes. FREE Calling Circle™ numbers 
are included.

Chef’s Choice
Talk and Text Plan - $99.99/mo

Includes 1,300 nationwide minutes, 3 lines, 
unlimited text and picture messaging, unlimited 
nights and weekends starting at 6 p.m., 
unlimited mobile-to-mobile minutes to Nex-Tech 
Wireless and Kansas Alltel® customers, free 
rollover minutes and 10 Calling Circle™ numbers.

LG 260

$9.99
Buy one at

FREE
Get one

*

Norton
117 North Norton

785-877-4135
Toll Free: 877-550-7872

Aqua Shield Roofing
and Construction

Steel & Vinyl Siding 
Cement Board Siding

Fully Insured — FREE Estimate 
References Available — Serving Western Kansas

DECRA®
STONE COATED STEEL ROOFING SYSTEM

202 W. Commercial
Oberlin, KS

785-475-2533

Tom’s Flat Roof Repair

Tom Arnold
Park

Call your news tip
to (785) 877-3361

‘Tis the season... to be out doors
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“We enjoy Norton’s camp-
ground. We’ve been coming here 
for years,” Mrs. Boxler said. 

an employee wellness committee. 
The committee would draft a plan 
that would be beneficial in helping 
improve the wellness of county 
employees. 

Mr. Mahoney also discussed 
with the commission year two of 
the wellness program. The main 
discussion was on the tracking and 
monitoring of employee participa-
tion in health management. 

• Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
representative Charles Krull dis-
cussed disease management pro-
grams and the possibility of per-
sonal information being shared. 
A business associate agreement 
would be necessary to cover HIP-
PA requirements. Mr. Krull said he 
would check into Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield options. 

Mr. Krull also discussed insur-
ance rates for county employ-
ees. The rate may be larger than 
the commission expected and 
presents a problem for the 2010 
budget. 

The Norton County Commis-
sioners met Monday and that 
report is being flagged for Friday’s 
paper.  They will then meet on 
Aug. 17 at the courthouse. All 
meetings are open to the public.

County

The state has cut education in 
order to save money in their bud-
get, hurting many rural schools. 

“They need to fund schools the 
way they should be funded for our 
children,” he said. 

“There is a lot of opportunity 
to move our facilities to a more 
modern, better learning environ-
ment,” he said. 

Mr. Griffith said technology in 
the schools needs to be upgraded 
as well. 

Currently there are two com-

puter labs at the high school, one 
lab at the junior high  school and 
one laptop lab at the elementary 
school. 

He said the laptop labs are three 
years old and the computers in the 
labs are six years old. 

Mr. Griffith said he would like 
to add computers to the science 
rooms, which would allow virtual 
lab work to be done. He said it 
would be safer for students to learn 
on a computer. 

“I think our students deserve the 
best, and that is what we want to 
give them,” he  said. 

Buildings

Charles and Vickie Taylor won first place in the Prairie Dog 
Christmas competition on Saturday for their Santa Claus 
and the Christmas Cowboys display. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor 

have participated for the last five years and won most years. 
They are from Oberlin but spent two days at the park. 

–Telegram photo by Erica Bradley

The United States Department 
of Agriculture’s Rural Develop-
ment acting state director Darla 
Buckman said this week that the 
Agency has approved a condi-
tional commitment for a guaran-
teed loan of $150,000, under the 
Agency’s Community Facilities 
Program, to help with a Oberlin-
Decatur Area Economic Develop-

ment Corporation project.
The funding will be used to help 

construct a new community center 
for the City of Oberlin and the sur-
rounding area. The new facility 
will include a senior center with 
meals provided. 

There will also be a theatre for 
community and school plays and 
other arts training.  

The center will serve approxi-
mately 3,120 residents. The facil-
ity will be located in downtown 
Oberlin within easy walking 
distance to both the grade school 
and high school. 

Additional funds for this proj-
ect include State of Kansas Tax 
Credits, Decatur County, Dane 
G. Hansen Grant, donations and 
an applicant contribution.

“This loan and grant program is 
a tremendous tool available to ru-
ral communities to assist in devel-

oping new or enhancing existing 
facilities for public service, public 
safety, and health care,” said Gary 
Smith, Director, Business and 
Community Programs. 

USDA Rural Development’s 
Community Facilities Program 
is designed to develop essential 
community facilities for public 
use in rural areas. 

These facilities include schools, 
libraries, courthouses, childcare, 
hospitals, medical clinics, assisted 
living facilities, fire and rescue fa-
cilities and equipment, police and 
emergency vehicles and services, 
community centers, public build-
ings and transportation.

Through its Community Facili-
ties Program, the Department of 
Agriculture is striving to ensure 
that such facilities are readily 
available to all rural communities. 
Community Facilities Programs 

utilize three flexible financial 
tools to achieve this goal: the 
Community Facilities Guaranteed 
Loan Program, the Community 
Facilities Direct Loan Program, 
and the Community Facilities 
Grant Program.

USDA Rural Development’s 
mission is to increase economic 
opportunity and improve the qual-
ity of life for rural residents. 
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