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Farmers, ranchers:
Tell your story!

ach day, farmers and ranchers pull
Eon theirboots, roll up their sleeves

and go to work outside rural com-
munities across Kansas. They perform a
litany of chores — feeding and doctoring
livestock, cultivating their crops, pulling
maintenance on machinery, paying bills
— you name it and farmers and ranchers
doit.

While all of these activities are neces-
sary, agricultural advocacy has become
a farmer and rancher’s most important
chore. Farmers and ranchers have an
obligation to provide the public with an
understanding of their profession.

Never has itbecome more important to
help consumers understand how impor-
tant agriculture is to the well being of our
economic future.

Without continuing success in the farm-
ing and ranching sector, consumers will
be in danger of losing the high-quality,
affordable food so many expect and take
for granted.

How do farmers help consumers under-
stand their profession?

It begins with the commitment of
farmers and ranchers to tell their side
of the story whenever and wherever the
opportunity presents itself. Whether you
talk to grade-schoolers, service clubs or
state legislators, remember to practice
the art of relationship building between
rural and urban, between agricultural
producers and consumers of agricultural
products.

When you have an opportunity to talk
about production agriculture, do just that
— talk about agriculture. Leave the other
so-called “hot” topics of the day alone.
Let someone else talk about them.

With less than two percent of our popu-
lation engaged in food production, do not
miss an opportunity to tell your story. If
you are asked to comment about a recent
election, talk aboutit with an agricultural
flavor.

Talk abouthow you believe your elect-
ed official will be able to work with you
to make sure our state and nation makes
energy development, rural transportation
and finding new markets agriculture’s top
priorities.

Give people a glimpse into your profes-
sion — a subject that affects your bottom
line and one that affects the well being of
your family, their families — everyone.
It’s easier than you might think to initiate
a conversation about farming with your
urban cousins.

Begin with a common denominator
when talking to city folks. Start by dis-
cussing with them the fertilizer they buy

Insight
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for their gardens is no different from what
you, as a farmer, put on your crops. The
rose dust, herbicide or insecticide used to
control scab, crabgrass or mosquitoes is
similar to the plant protection chemicals
you use.

Sometimes common ground revolves
around nutrition. A good analogy could
be the parallel between a person’s need
for health food and a plant’s need for a
well-balanced diet.

It’s easy to move from nutrition to some
of the more difficult challenges facing
agriculture. Topics on everyone’s mind
today include safe drinking water, avail-
ability of credit and fiscal responsibility.

Today, many people are concerned
about chemical run-off into rivers, lakes
and streams. As a farmer you cannot af-
ford to overuse these expensive chemical
products.

Tell them that. Let them know you,
more than anyone else, are concerned
about the land where your family lives
and works.

Public understanding of how amodern
farmer runs his/her operation is only half
the challenge. Perhaps equally important
is the need to be sensitive to the concerns
of the community.

Remember that people, most of them
living in towns or cities, are the ones who
call forregulations and new laws. Itis this
public that will enforce them.

In the end, ironically, it is the public
who will suffer if the laws have a nega-
tive effect on our food production and
consumption system.

Tell your story — the story of agricul-
ture. No oneelse is going to. Anemployee
of Boeing or Frito Lay is not going to talk
about farming and ranching when they
have an opportunity to speak to the public
or the media.

Let consumers know the value of food.
Tell them how you go about producing the
healthiest, best tasting food anywhere in
the world. It’s a story only you can tell
and tell well.

This is your livelihood. You are food
producing specialists. You must tell your
story.

(John Schlageckis aleading commen-
tator on agriculture and rural Kansas.
Born and raised on a diversified farm in
northwestern Kansas, his writing reflects
a lifetime of experience, knowledge and
passion.)
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To... all area Girl Scouts, good luck
with your annual cookie sales. (e-mail)

To... First State Bank,on your inaugu-
ral of Sen. John McCain into your “Gal-
lery of Also-Rans.” (called in)

To... Norton High’s Scholars Bowl
Team, on your league championship!

(e-mail)

To... the Northern Valley Lady Huskies,
on your conference basketball tourney
title. (called in)

To... Steve Cummings, on your Geog-
raphy Bee victory. We hope you make it
to state! (e-mail from classmates)

(To submit a name or names, simply
e-mail tom.d@nwkansas.com, call
877-3361, fax 877-3732, mail to 215 S.
Kansas Ave 67654 or drop by the office.
No charge. Birthdays and anniversaries
also accepted. Thanks for you continuing

input. - td)
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May the hand of God guide you
through the challenges ahead. -td

e managed to pull off a “semi”
surprise birthday party for
my brother, Bob. He knew an

after-church reception had been planned.
What he didn’t know was his Kansas
brothers and sister would be there. Our
sister, Kathryn, in New York couldn’t
make it, but she sent her love. It was so
much fun to see each other.

It was our first time together since our
brother, Don’s funeral. When we lined
the “boys” up for their traditional group
picture, there was a big gap where Don
should have stood.

Bob’s two daughters, Sharon and Jen-
nifer (Ginger) drove in from Chicago.
We came to realize that we had not seen
them since our mother’s funeral 11 years
ago. That’s too long. That realization is
what prompted a discussion about a fam-
ily reunion.

We’relooking ahead toadatein2010 so
everyone can plan vacations in advance.
We already have the venue in mind. Now,
we just need to decide if we’ll do our
own cooking or let the staff do it for us.
I’m voting for a split: we’ll do breakfast
and lunch, let the staff do dinner. Dick’s
wife, Donna, is the ringleader and I’ll be
her No. 1 assistant.

~amily reunion talks result of

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

The possible number is staggering.
Six remaining Kelley kids; five spouses/
friends; 26 grandchildren; countless
great-grandchildren; and innumerable
great-great-grandchildren.

Idon’t want to wait for another funeral
to see everyone again.

-ob-

My sister-in-law, Donna Kelley’s step-
mom, Eva, fell Friday morning and broke
her hip. She was taken by ambulance
to Hays for surgery Saturday morning.
Surgery was postponed until Sunday
morning and Donna gotacall thatEvahad
suffered a heart attack after the surgery.
Donna and two of her sisters plus Eva’s
granddaughter are staying with her until
Wednesday.

Eva has been Donna’s other Mom for
many years and I’ve joined their family
for lots of Thanksgiving or Christmas

surprise party

dinners. She always made me feel wel-
come. While family was gathered in the
waiting room, I learned something about
Eva I never knew. She is deathly afraid
of water.

Her son, Dennis, said when he was a
little boy his dad wanted to take him fish-
ing. Eva said, “He can go fishing — just
don’t let him get close to the water.” We
all had a good laugh.

_Ob_

Beforelleftto gotoBob’s party, I baked
Jimathree-layer German chocolate cake.
It was a cake mix so don’t give me too
much credit. Anyway, I called him late
Saturday night and asked what he had
eaten for supper. Cake and a glass of milk
was his answer.

Sunday afternoon as we were leaving
McPherson I called him again to see how
he was doing. He informed me he had
eaten cake for breakfast. He said it had
also been his late night snack the night
before, too.

“Idon’tcareif Idon’t see another piece
of cake for quite awhile,” he concluded.

I guess that means I'll have to cook a
real meal tonight.

Tacos itis!

Oath administered, now the work begins

his past week I had the honor of

I being sworn in as amember of the

Kansas Senate. I was proud tohave

my wife, Kay, and my Mother along with

one of my sisters, five of my children, and

10 of my grandkids standing so proudly
in support.

_SO_

Many challenges face our state, and that
will demand honest solutions. This fund-
ing problem didn’t happen overnight,
and will definitely be a long time fixing.
Spending reductions must be fair and
must include all parts of the budget. The
unavoidable spending cuts will be hard
to do, but they must be implemented. We
must make sure there is minimum disrup-
tionto Kansans whorely on state services.
We must act swiftly and decisively in
making these reductions.

The Kansas Legislature needs to make
adjustments in its spending habits to fit
within the revenues of this great state.
There will no doubt be a lot of finger
pointing and “I told you so” remarks,
but in the end I would hope that the final
legislative actions will best serve all
Kansans.

_SO_

The past eight years has been a proud
and humbling experience as I strive to
serve the people of Kansas. I’ve enjoyed
the interaction with my constituents,
and I respect the comments I receive.
Now, more than ever, I need your advice,
prayers, and feedback on all issues.

_SO_

I have a new secretary this year and
hope you will take the time to contact her
and meet her. I was fortunate to have had
Mary Rowson the past six years, and I be-

Senate
DoinPs
Sen. Ralph
Ostmeyer

lieve my new secretary, Judy Crapser, will
be very capable and reliable, as well.
_SO_

Budget: Governor Kathleen Sebelius
presented the annual State of the State ad-
dress on Monday, Jan. 12. She presented
her budget Tuesday, Jan. 13.

Senate Bill 23, the Governor’s rescis-
sion bill, for FY 2009 was introduced in
the Senate Ways and Means Committee
on Tuesday, Jan. 13. Hearings for SB 23
took place. The committee has begun
working the bill and it may be up for floor
debate this week.

Carbon Tax and Cap-and-Trade
Policies: The Joint Committee on Energy
and Environmental Policy met on Tues-
day, Jan. 13 to discuss Carbon Taxes and
Cap-and-Trade Policy options. Moder-
ated by Sen. Carolyn McGinn, panelists
Amy Blankenbiller with The Kansas
Chamber; Brad Harrelson with Kansas
Farm Bureau; Nancy Jackson with The
Climate and Energy Project; Tom Thomp-
son with Sierra Club; and Woody Moses
with Kansas Cement Council, discussed
the impact, benefits, and limitations of
such policies and taxes.

The Kansas Legislature is not planning
on taking action on the Carbon Tax or
Cap-and-Trade Policies in the near future,

but discussion is expected to increase at
the Federal level once President-elect
Barack Obama takes office.

Floor Action: This week the Senate
passed Senate Concurrent Resolution
1601, the Joint Rules for the House and
Senate. The Resolution sets the major
deadlines for the legislative session.
However, the House of Representatives
has yet to vote on SCR 1601. As aresult,
important dates and deadlines for the ses-
sion have not been confirmed.

The governor’s proposed budget is a
failure of leadership. It does not offer a
way out of the state’s current financial
problems. Even if adopted as presented,
the state’s budget still would not balance
in the short-term, the long-term imbal-
ance in the budget would not be corrected,
and the governor would leave office with
budget deficits as far as the eye could
see. Kansas needs a more-responsible
approach that will actually address the
problem, not just patch over it.

Andthe ultimateirony: The governor’s
own budget projections show herleaving
office with $6.1 million in the bank (end-
ing balance) for the FY 2011 budget. That
figure is about half of the $12 million that
Governor Graves left at the end of his
term of office — anamount that Governor
Sebelius repeatedly criticized when she
began her first term as governor. Under
this budget, the governor would leave the
state in a worse financial position than
she found it.

My new e-mail address is: Ralph.
Ostmeyer@Senate.ks.gov. The secre-
tary can be reached at: judy.crapser @
senate.ks.gov. The office phone is (785)
296-7399.

Letters to: tom.d@nwkansas.com
City, school board filing deadline, noon, Jan. 27

OpinionLine; (785) 877-3361, or 877-6908
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