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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Because He First Loved Us”
By Jerry Cummings, Pastor of Living Hope Fellowship, Norton

In Luke 7 we read about
a woman who is simply
known as, “a sinner” who
came into a room filled
withreligious leaders and
disciples of Jesus. She
began to weep, broke an
expensive bottle of per-
fume and began to anoint
Jesus’ feet, wash them

thinking about this passage |
am reminded of other scrip-
tures which show us that
indeed the whole Christian
life could be summed up as
a “grateful response to the
mercy of God”.

Romans 12:1 tells us,
“Therefore, I urge you,
brothers and sisters, in view

of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God this
is true worship”. Paul does
not tell them to offer their
lives to God simply because
of a command, but as the
logical and grateful thing to
do when we recognize the
greatness of the mercy God

has shown us. The Father
gave his only beloved
Son. Jesus gave his life.
Wereceived total forgive-
ness, along with eternal
life and so, so much more.
The heart of the one who
is deeply impacted by the
greatness of this mercy
and love is moved to give

with her tears, kiss his
feet, and dry them with
her hair. This expression
wasreceived by the Phari-
sees and the disciples,
about as well as it would
be received in one of our
church services today.
She was harshly criticized
for wasting something
that could have been sold
and given to the poor, and
Jesus was criticized for
letting a sinful woman
have so much physical
contact with His head and
feet. ButJesus praised her
actions as a wonderful
expression of love.

Then Jesus turned to
those in the room and ex-
plained that this woman
had given this outpouring
of love because she had
been forgiven much. He
taught them that those
who are forgiven much,
love much, and in turn,
those who are forgiven
little love little. Itisn, t that

What’s in a Name?

People desire designer products because they have
become known for style throughout the years. The
“names” assure us of quality.

We, too, are known by our names. Mention of “John
Smith” immediately inspires a positive or negative reaction,
depending on the man’s reputation. A good name is indeed

our most priceless, and most perishable, possession.

There is one name we can always count on, the most
hallowed name of all - God. “The name of the Lord is a
strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.”
(Proverbs 18:10) Praise God’s name in His house this week.

themselves completely to
Godin a way that doesn’t
make sense to those who
have been “forgiven lit-
tle”.

Consider these verses:

Ephesians 4: 32 “Be
kind and compassionate
to one another, forgiving
eachother, justas in Christ
God forgave you.”

1 John 4:19 “We love

because he first loved
us.”
1 John 3:16 “This is
how we know what love
is: Jesus Christ laid down
his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our
lives for our brothers.”

Allof these verses speak
of aresponse of love and
surrender to the merciful
actions of God through
Jesus Christ. It is a grate-
ful response. Rather than
work at trying to be more
surrendered, more loving,
more obedient, maybe we
need to spend more time

she was a greater sinner
than the rest, but she was
far more in touch with
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refreshing our hearts in
the reality of the great
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to us in Jesus.

shown to her by Jesus. In
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McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299
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KPA WORD CLASSIFIEDS

Building Structures

Winter Savings, fastdelivery on
all steel/wood-steel buildings.
Great service, great selection,
high quality. Sentinel Building
Systems, 800-327-0790 ad 26.
www.sentinelbuildings.com.

Business Opportunity

100% Recession Proof! Do you
earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 25
Machines and Candy. All for
$9995. 1-888-753-3441.

Educational
MISSOURIWELDING INSTI-
TUTE. Nevada, Missouri. Be-
come a Certified Pipe/Structural
Welder. Graduate in 18 weeks,
earn up to $35/hour. Companies
calling weekly searching for our
graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

For Rent

6/BR $325/Mo! Bank Foreclo-
sure! 4 Bed $199/Mo! 5% down
30 years @ 8% apr. for listings
call 1-800-585-3560 ext B738.

HUD Homes! 5/BR $318/Mo!
3/BR $199/Mo! 5% down 30
years @ 8% apr. for listings call
1-800-585-3560 ext 8468.

Help Wanted

Extra Income Mailing Bro-
chures. Weekly pay check! Free
24 hour information. 1-888-
250-8110.

Heavy Equipment Training.
Cranes-Dozers-Loaders. Huge
Job Demand. National Certifica-
tion. Financial Aid if Qualified.
Oklahoma College of Construc-
tion, 280 Quadrom, OKC, OK.
www.Heavy9.com. 1-866-726-
0577.

Mailing Brochures! Weekly pay
+ Bonus. Supplies furnished.
Guaranteed Opportunity. Call
now! 1-800-307-7131.

Help Wanted/

Medical
OT/PT/SLP/COTA/PTA. Im-
mediate openings throughout
KS - including KC, Topeka,
Wichita, Independence, SE KS,
Dodge City, Hays area, Emporia.
Flexible schedules, great ben-
efits and pay. License required

- www.KeyRehab.com or call
888-362-8704 x 22 - EOE.

Help Wanted/

Truck Driver

CDL-A DRIVERS: Expanding
Fleet offering Regional/OTR
runs. Outstanding Pay Package.
Excellent Benefits. Generous
Hometime. $300 Lease Special
on Volvos. NATIONAL CAR-
RIERS 1-888-707-7729. www.
nationalcarriers.com.

*No Idle Law, No Problem*
100% APU Equipped. OTR
Drivers wanted. Prepass EZ-
Pass. Every 60K mile raises.
2006 and newer equipment.
Passenger-Pet Policy. 100% No
touch. 1-800-528-7825.

Legal Services

Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys
at Law. No recovery, No fee!
1-800-259-8548.

Misc.

Airlines Are Hiring - Train for
high paying Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing Available. Call
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance. (888) 349-5387.

Attend College online from
Home. Medical, Business, Para-
legal, Computer, Criminal Jus-
tice. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial
Aid if qualified. Call 866-858-
2121 www.CenturaOnline.com

Sporting Goods

Gun Show! Jan. 17-18. Sat. 9-5
& Sun. 9-4. Wichita. Cessna
Activity Center. (2744 George
Washington Blvd). Buy-Sell
Trade. Info: (563) 927-8176.

Steel Buildings

For Sale

20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CON-
TAINERS for rent. Camlock
doors, hardwood floors sup-
port forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solomon.
www.chuckhenry.com complete
web listing, photos, specs, pric-
ing.

Corporate Worshi
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GRASPING FORMS

OF WORSHIP
Takes Man

Psalm 122:1, “l rejoiced with those who said to
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.™

Forms

The
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Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Sander Furniture and Gifts First State Bank
Co-operative Sander Bed and Bath “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station Tuesday through Saturday: Community Bank”
871-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Lee Hardy Construction LLC American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

‘ ‘ 07 1-16 Church Sig.indd 1

deanna A’zaun insurance

Multi-Peril + Crop Hail * Livestock Risk Protection
912 N. State Street - Phone 785-874-4420
Fax 785-874-4421 - Toll Free 866-511-4420
email dshins@ruraltel.net

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us for Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359
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Holy Spirit moved the writer of Hebrews 10:25 to
write, “Let us not give up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing.” The New Testament
writer of the Book of Hebrews reminds us of our
need to quicken and sharpen one another to do
what is good and rightt When one or more
Christians choose to do their own thing and not
fulfill their part of corporate worship, the Body of
Christ becomes anemic in the ability to publicly
proclaim all the works of Christ on this earth. @
Corinthians 12:12-31) It is the will of God that we should
worship in public ordinances that are in line with
the Word of God. It should be our desire to stir up
one another to go and worship the Lord through
public worship services as well as individually.

The Holy Ghost has given many different gifts to
the Body of Christ for the purpose of meeting the
common good for all. (1 Corinthians 12:7) Each Christian
has different gifts. One way of enjoying all that the
Lord has for His children is to congregate and
exercise those gifts as a corporate Body of Christ.
Corporate worship takes many forms such as
congregational services, Bible studies, fellowship
dinners, group preparation for ministry, prayer
meetings and working together to meet the needs
of those going through some kind of trial. These
are just a few of the ways the Lord has made for us
to enjoy service to Him and to one another.

Choosing to walk in obedience to our exhortation
to meet regularly for corporate worship enables us
to over come that attitude that church is to please
me, overcome that desire to punish God’s people
by withholding our presence, by withholding the
exercising our Spiritual gifts and from holding a
grudge against God because He did not gift us the
results we thought we should have in our
endeavors for the Lord.

Partaking in corporate worship in all the different
forms offered equips us to enjoy all the Holy Spirit
gifts, thus enabling the Body of Christ to be
blessed, encouraged and united in purpose.

Participate in All Corporate Worship!

www.standatthecrossroads.com
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