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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Twas the Night Before Jesus Came”
By Pastor Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Church, Norton

‘Twas the night before Jesus came and all through
the house,

Not a person was praying, not one in the house.

The Bibles were left on their shelves without
care,

For no one thought Jesus would ever come there.

The children were dressing to crawl into bed,

Not once ever kneeling or bowing their head.

And Mom in her rocker with Baby on her lap

Was watching the Late Show while I took a nap.

When out of the east there rose such a clatter,

I sprang to my feet to see what’s the matter.

Away to the window I flew like a flash,

Tore open the shutters and lifted the sash!

When what to my wondering eyes should ap-
pear,

But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here!

With light like the sun sending forth a bright ray

I knew in a moment this was the THE DAY'!

The light of His face made me cover my head.

It was Jesus returning just like He’d said.

And though I possessed worldly wisdom and
wealth,

I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself.

In the Book of Life which He held in His hand,

Was written the name of every saved man.

He spoke not a word as He searched for my
name,

When He said “It’s not here,” my head hung in
shame.

The people whose names had been written with
love,

He gathered to take to His Father above.

With those who were ready He rose without
sound,

While the rest of us were left just standing
around.

I fell to my knees, but it was too late!

I’d waited too long and thus sealed my fate.
I'stood and I cried as they rose out of sight,
Oh, if only I'd known and been ready tonight!

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear.

The coming of Jesus is now drawing near.

We’ve only one life and when comes our last
call,

We’ll all know that the Bible was true... after all.

“Behold, I am coming soon!” -- Jesus, Revelation

22:12

Malachi

Life without a mailbox would be pretty lonely. Everybody likes to
hear from someone. Why is communication so important to our
well-being? Because connecting with others can bring us joy!

To stay connected and up-to-date with what is going on in the
lives of our friends and family, we just have to pick up the phone,
or write a letter, or send an e-mail. The people in our lives are a
source of support and friendship.

What about God? We need divine guidance as much as we
need human support. We need to keep in touch with God, too!
We can communicate with God by prayer.

Are you waiting to hear from God? Visit your house of
worship this week. “The Lord is near to all who call on him...”

(Psalm 145:18).

©istockphoto.com/quavondo

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Malachi Mark John Isaiah

3.1-18 4.1-6 1.1-8 1.19-34

Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society

Saturday
Zephaniah

Zechariah
60.1-22 8.1-23 3.8-20
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Adoption

Adoption: Give your baby the
gift of a lifetime: Secure, de-
voted, stable couple wishes to
adopt your newborn. Expenses
paid. Please call Allison and
Steve at 1-866-947-9592.

Business Opportunity

ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE.
Do youearn $800 in aday? Your
own local candy route. Includes
30 Machines and Candy. All for
$9995. 1-888-753-3441.

Educational

Airlines Are Hiring - Train for
high paying Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Main-
tenance. (888) 349-5387.

MISSOURIWELDING INSTI-
TUTE. Nevada, Missouri. Be-
come a Certified Pipe/Structural
Welder. Graduate in 18 weeks,
earn up to $35/hour. Companies
calling weekly searching for our
graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

Employment Opportunity

Sales: High Pay for Hard Work,
70K plus realistic potential, 4
daystravel,3 day weekends, bo-
nuses, Incentives, Full Training.
Dan O’Mara: 1-866-326-4309.

Help Wanted

Extra Income Mailing Bro-
chures. Weekly pay check! Free
24 hour information. 1-888-
250-8110.

Mailing Brochures! Weekly pay
+ Bonus. Supplies furnished.
Guaranteed Opportunity. Call
now! 1-800-307-7131.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

CDL-A DRIVERS: Expanding
Fleet offering Regional/OTR
runs. Outstanding Pay Package.

Excellent Benefits. Generous
Hometime. $300 Lease Special
on Volvos. NATIONAL CAR-
RIERS 1-888-707-7729. www.
nationalcarriers.com.

Class ALong Haul Driver need-
ed. Great incentive program.
Please email resume or applica-
tion to sarah.seatvet@hpsteaks.
com or call 877-HP-Steak ext
104.

*No Idle Law, No Problem*
100% APU Equipped. OTR
Drivers wanted. Pre-pass EZ-
Pass. Every 60K mile raises.
2006 and newer equipment.
Passenger-Pet Policy. 100% No
touch. 1-800-528-7825.

Legal Services

Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys
at Law. No recovery, No fee!
1-800-259-8548.

Medical

Canada Drug vs. Medicare D.
Call us for a free cost compari-
son. We have saved many of our
clients as much $1700 yearly by
dropping Medicare D. Canada
Drug Topeka. 1-866-804-6100.

Misc.

Attend College Online from
home. Medical, business, parale-
gal, computers, criminal justice.
Job placementassistance. Com-
puter available. Financial aid if
qualified. Call 866-858-2121,
www.CenturaOnline.com.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CON-
TAINERS for rent. Camlock
doors, hardwood floors sup-
port forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solomon.
www.chuckhenry.com complete
web listing, photos, specs, pric-
ing.
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THE SPONSORS OF THIS
CHURCH PAGE DO
SO WITH PRIDE
IN OUR COMMUNITY

Downtown Carwash
“It’s Just More Fun
to Drive a Clean Car!”
301 E. Main
Norton, Kansas
Tony Grysch

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Sander Furniture and Gifts First State Bank
Co-operative Sander Bed and Bath “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station Tuesday through Saturday: Community Bank”
871-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Lee Hardy Construction LLC American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service
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deanna A’zaun insurance

Multi-Peril + Crop Hail * Livestock Risk Protection
912 N. State Street - Phone 785-874-4420
Fax 785-874-4421 - Toll Free 866-511-4420
email dshins@ruraltel.net

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us for Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359
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THE HEART OF MARY

CIRCUMCISED HEART

‘A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly,
nor is circumcision merely outward and physical.
No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and
circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the written code...”  (Romans 2:28-29)

Circumcision of the spiritual heart has always
been on the heart of God. It is not only a New
Testament revelation for mankind but found in Old
Testament several times. (Jeremiah 4:4; 9:25-26) The
Bible is clear on what God can and will do.
Deuteronomy 30:6 says, “The Lord your God will
circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your
descendants, so that you may love Him with all
your heart and with all your soul and  live.”

Many do not know nor have true Christmas joy
because they try to live by outward circumcision,
outward showing of religious acts. Christians who
have true Christmas joy have revelation and
illumination of what the Apostle Paul wrote in
Colossians 2:11, “In [Christ they are] circumcised,
in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a
circumcision done by the hands of men but with
the circumcision done by Christ.” (Colossians 2:11)

The Holy Spirit takes the sword of the Spirit,  which
is the Word of God, (Ephesians 6:17) and washes the
heart with the written Word. (Ephesians 5:225b) Jesus
Christ was born to die so that Christians may have
life abundantly. This is enjoyed by accepting Jesus
Christ to be both Savior and Lord and by allowing
Him to sanctify us as the Holy Spirit brings life to
the Written Word of God in our hearts.

Mary was a virgin, representing that which is pure,
that heart that is sold out to the will of God and
willing to die to self for the purpose of God, a heart
hungry for the Lord. Christians who have the heart
of Mary know the truth of 2 Corinthians 3:6, “Such a
confidence as this is ours through Christ before
God... He made us competent as ministers of the
new covenant — not of the letter but of the Spirit...”
This second greatest benefit of a circumcised heart
enables Christians to be competent in our service
to Jesus Christ and in everything the Lord calls
them to do. Those with the heart of Mary find it
said of them as the Bible says of Zecharaiah and
Elizabeth, they “...were upright in the sight of God,
observing all the Lord's commandments and
regulations blamelessly.”  (Luke 1:6)

Let Your Heart be Circumcised to Christ!
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