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“Thanksgiving”
By Pastor Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Church, Norton

First Thessalonians 5:16-
18 says, “Be joyful always;
pray continually; give thanks
in all circumstances, for this
is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.”

On Thanksgiving Day,
families gather around their
televisions to watch football
games after devouring a large
feast. Some have even salted

ance upon a holy God.

Gratitude mutes this arrogance
as the Holy Spirit reminds us
thatall success and achievement
comes only because of God’s
grace and His enabling power.
Without Him, we truly can do
nothing!

(2.) Gratitude Motivates Ac-
tion. Paul puts gratitude and

living thankfully together--
“Whatever you do, whether in
word ordeed, doitall inthe name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father” (Colossians
3:17). To Paul, thanksgiving,
words,and deeds all impacteach
other. Each God-given ability
has some useful expressioninthe
life of another. Every Christian
has aunique circle of friends and

acquaintances that God has
placed them among and to
whom they can show the love
of Christ. We say thanks to
God by using these abilities
for His glory.

(3.) Gratitude Multiplies
Adoration. The cornerstone
of worship is this: “Thanks
be to God for His indescrib-
able gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). The

a bit of sentimental religious

gift of grace found in Jesus

feelings into the day by say-
ing grace before the main
meal.

Incontrastto this, the apos-
tle Paul advises us to show
gratitude to God no matter
what our circumstances are.
Our forebears, the Pilgrims,
knew that Paul was right
for in the midst of want they
met to express gratitude.
Abraham Lincoln also knew
that, in spite of the circum-
stances (the Civil War, “a
war of extreme severity”),
expressing gratitude to God
the Father affirms faith and
issued a proclamation for a
Day of Thanksgiving to be
celebrated the last Thursday
of November 1863.

Three things happen per-
sonally as you express grati-
tude:

(1.) Gratitude Mutes Arro-
gance. Whenthings are going
well, it is easy to believe the
myth aboutour own indepen-
dence. Steady employment,
good health and fine educa-
tion contribute to ouridea that
everything we possess comes

the action and feel the excitement of the game.
don’t see is the inspiration behind the perspiration...the
coach. The coach is possibly the unsung hero, faithfully
dispensing encouragement and advice.
We have a coach available to us; all we have to do is
God seldom chooses the spotlight;
instead, as life goes on, God makes Himself available to
each of us if we choose to heed His advice. “The steps of a
good man are ordered by the Lord, and he delights in his
way” (Psalm 27:23).
Worship God at His house...then spread the Spirit.
Score a touchdown in your life and in the lives of others!

open our hearts.

1OUCHDOWN!

hether we are in the warmth of the family room
or wrapped in blankets in the frosty stands,
those of us who are football fans love to watch
What we

Christ is the starting point
of our gratitude. Reasons
for gratitude should not only
be for the blessings God has
given, but for His Son Jesus
who bore your disgrace and
sin. He defeated death by ris-
ing from the grave and lives
in Christians now through
the Holy Spirit—the One
who enables them to live
victoriously over the sin that
desires to destroy them and
their relationship with God.
Adoration of the Lord will
increase as you measure what
you were without Christ to
what you are now as you
surrender to the Holy Spirit’s
leading.

Gratitude. Thanksgiving.
What noble emotions! They
express appreciation to God
for talents, abilities and gifts
which enable people to fulfill
what He has called them to
do. Gratitude motivates you
to action. Obedient Chris-
tians express gratitude by
dedicating their time, talents,
effort and finances to lift up
Christ in their communities.
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receive Him.

THE SPONSORS OF THIS
CHURCH PAGE DO
SO WITH PRIDE
IN OUR COMMUNITY

Downtown Carwash
“It’s Just More Fun
to Drive a Clean Car!”
301 E. Main
Norton, Kansas
Tony Grysch

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Sander First State Bank
Co-operative Furniture and Gifts “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Lee Hardy Construction LLC American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

‘ ‘ 07 10-31 Church Sig.indd 1

Jeanna A’zaun insurance

Multi-Peril + Crop Hail * Livestock Risk Protection
912 N. State Street - Phone 785-874-4420
Fax 785-874-4421 - Toll Free 866-511-4420
email dshins@ruraltel.net

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us for Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359
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Adoption

ADOPTION - Loving finan-
cially secure married couple
want to give your newborn our
love and a happy and secure
home. Call our attorney about
Amy/Ira 800-492-2011.

Business Opportunity
ALL CASH CANDY
ROUTE. Do youearn $800 in
a day? Your own local candy
route. Includes 30 Machines
and Candy. All for $9995.
1-888-753-3441.

Educational

Airlines Are Hiring - Train for
high paying Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if
qualified. Job placement as-
sistance. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance. (888)
349-5387.

MISSOURI WELDING IN-
STITUTE. Nevada, Missouri.
Become a Certified Pipe/
Structural Welder. Gradu-
ate in 18 weeks, earn up to
$35/hour. Companies calling
weekly searching for our
graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

For Sale

Republicans and Democrats
canagree on this: Mid-Amer-
ica Piano is the place to get
your piano! Quality pianos
from $45/month at www.
piano4u.com. 1-800-950-
3774.

Help Wanted

A#1 All Cash Biz! Red Bull *
Coke * Pepsi * Frito Lay. Fac-
tory Direct. $10,995 Invest
1-866-490-0999.

Earn Extra Income Mailing
Brochures. Weekly pay +
bonus! Supplies furnished.
Guaranteed opportunity.
1-866-859-3349 code 12.

Exchange Coordinators Want-
ed. EF Foundation seeks en-
ergetic and motivated repre-
sentatives to help find homes
for Int’l exchange students.
Commission/travel benefits.
Must be 25+. 877.216.1293

Extra Income Mailing Bro-
chures. Weekly pay check!
Free 24 hour information.
1-888-250-8110.

Foremen to lead utility field
crews. Outdoor physical
work, many positions, paid
training, $7/hr. plus weekly
performance bonuses after
promotion, living allowance
when traveling, company
truck and good benefits. Must
have strong leadership skills,

a good driving history, and
be able to travel in Kansas
and nearby States. Email
resume to Recruiter25 @os-
mose.com or apply online at
www.OsmoseUtilities.com.
EOE M/F/D/V.

Mailing Brochures! Weekly
pay + Bonus. Supplies fur-
nished. Guaranteed Oppor-
tunity. Call now! 1-800-307-
7131.

Help Wanted/

Truck Driver

CDL-A DRIVERS: Expand-
ing Fleet offering Regional/
OTR runs. Outstanding Pay
Package. Excellent Benefits.
Generous Hometime. $300
Lease Special on Volvos.
NATIONAL CARRIERS
1-888-707-7729. www.na-
tionalcarriers.com.

Driver - Start Fresh with a
Stable Company! Knight
Transportation. Our Drivers
Don’tSit! Regional and OTR
Available. Flexible Home
Time. We pay for Experience!
4 mos experience/CDL-A
Required. Call & Qualify
Today. 888-562-7783. www.
knighttrans.com.

Drivers-Flatbed .44¢ /Mi
Recent Avg all miles. Paid
vacations, 401k, Free Rider
Program. Immediate Open-

ings! 866-290-1568.

*No Idle Law, No Problem*
100% APU Equipped. OTR
Drivers wanted. Pre-pass EZ-
Pass. Every 60K mile raises.
2006 and newer equipment.
Passenger-Pet Policy. 100%
No touch. 1-800-528-7825.

Legal Services

Social Security disability
claims; Saunders & Saun-
ders Attorneys at Law. No
recovery, Nofee! 1-800-259-
8548.

Medical

Big Savings Possible on many
prescriptions. Generics avail-
able for most medications
including Arimidex, Boniva,
Domperidone, Plavix, Qui-
nine Sulfate and most Eye-
Drops. Canada Drug Topeka
1-866-804-6100.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8;40x8x8;48x8.5%9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CON-
TAINERS for rent. Camlock
doors, hardwood floors sup-
port forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solo-
mon. www.chuckhenry.com
complete web listing, photos,
specs, pricing.

SAVE 50% ON YOUR HEATING BILL THIS WINTER!
One Time Only Factory Direct Sale SAVE $100's

AS SEEN AND HEARD ON POPULAR TV AND RADIO PROGRAMS
iHeater Quartz Infrared Heating System

* Safely and efficiently heats wall to wall, for Pennies a day!

* Puts money in your pocket every month
* Heats up to 1500 Sq. Ft. for $1/Day
* Lifetime Air Filter

* Factory Warranty

* Safe for kids and pets

* (Cannot start fires

* Heats multiple rooms

* Save $1000%s on your heating bill

ONLY $379 and FREE Shipping(while supplies last) :
Call Now to order 1-800-469-0456 www.BestPriceHeater.com I

(Other models available for $279)

Environmentally Safe « Energy Efcient
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Woman Digs Tunnel From

Her House to Grocery Store

BEXAR COUNTY- After applying Thera-Gesic”to her
sore shoulders, Mary Ann W. dug a 3,927 foot tunnel
from her house directly to the entrance of her favorite
grocery store. When asked by curious onlookers why she

didn’t just drive her car there, she g

painlessly replied, “None of your Q 3

dang business!” e
THE

Go painlessly with Thera-Gesic®
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