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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“EXCUSES,

EXCUSES”

By Pastor Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Church, Norton

In Luke 14: 16 - 24, Jesus
teaches using the “Parable
of the Great Banquet.” In
it, Jesus shares about a man
who was preparing a great
banquet and invited many
guests. It was the custom
then, as it is today, to send
out invitations to such a
special event quite a long
time in advance. Then, as

five yoke of oxen, and I’'m on
the way to try them out. Please
excuse me.” People getsobusy
with their work that they have
no time for the Lord. One day
you are going to die, and you
will discover that business will
goon as usual without you; but
you will die without salvation.
“Still another said, ‘I just got
married, so I can’t come.’”

This man has the weakest ex-
cuse of the three. He could
have extended the invitation
tohisnew wife. Christdied for
all and all should be given the
opportunity to accept or reject
God’s invitation. This man’s
natural affection for his wife
kept him from Christ. Many is
the time a pastor hears, “I don’t
come to church on Sunday

because it’s my only day
off. Itis the only time I can
spend with my family...
(going shopping/fishing/
working around the house,
etc., etc.)”

These things -- posses-
sions, business, natural af-
fections --keep more people
from Christ than anything
else. What excuses do you

the actual day approached,
a more personal invitation
was extended.

In the Basket

have that are keeping you
from the Lord? What ex-
cuses are keeping you out

God, too, hasissued a per-
sonal invitation of salvation
toall people. The questionis
this, “What are you going
to do with your personal
invitation?” You can nei-
ther buy nor work your way
into heaven. “For it is by
grace you have been saved,
through faith --and this not
from yourselves, it is the
gift of God --not by works,
so that no one can boast.”
(Ephesians 2: 8,9) You will
only gettoheavenby receiv-
ing the Lord’s gift.

Jesus says, “Come, for
everything is now ready.*
But, according to Scripture,
instead of receiving the in-
vitation joyfully, they all
began tomake excuses. The
firstsaid, “Thave justbought
afield and I must go and see
it. Please excuse me.” It
has been said that an alibi
is a lie stuffed in the skin of
an excuse. Many have used
possessions for an excuse
to reject the Holy Spirit’s
invitation of salvation. An-
other said, “I have bought
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ou can’t have a picnic without the picnic basket — all the
goodies are tucked inside! Just carry it to a nice spot
and enjoy the feast.
We spend a lot of time and effort deciding what is best for
out lives, accomplishing our goals and dealing with troubles.
Often we think we can figure everything out on our own, but
life can be so much better if we bring God with us into every
situation. God is constantly at work in our lives; when we work
with Him, peace and joy increase accordingly. Life’s a picnic!
Visit your house of worship this week and learn more about

God’s power in your life. He has everything you need for a
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of fellowship with Him and
other Christian believers?
Godhasanengravedinvita-
tion for you. Itis written in
the blood of Jesus Christ.

God sends the Holy Spirit
out into the streets and al-
leys of Norton. Through
the Lord’s servants you
have been invited to re-
ceive Christ, but many of
you have one excuse after
another. Not one person in
Jesus’ parable said, “I will
not come.” No one overtly
refused Hisinvitation. They
simply made excuses to
cover up the fact that they
did not want to come.

Jesus has a severe state-
ment for those who reject
God’sinvitation, “I tell you,
not one of those men who
were invited will get a taste
of Mybanquet.” Youare ex-
cluded fromheavenbecause
of yourrefusal to accept His
invitation.

Will you offer excuses;
or will you accept Jesus’
invitation of salvation?
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THE SPONSORS OF THIS CHURCH
PAGE DO SO WITH PRIDE
IN OUR COMMUNITY

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Sander First State Bank
Co-operative Furniture and Gifts “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Hardy Construction American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Seamless Guttering —
877-3892 or 871-0832 - Lee Hardy
Ask Us About Durable Alternative to Vinyl or Metal Siding

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

KPA CLASSIFIED
WORD ADS

Adoption

Adopt - Affection, adoring
love and security await your
child. Let us help each other.
We’re here for you. Tammy
and Andre 1-800-420-9806.
Expenses Paid.

ADOPTION - Loving finan-
cially secure married couple
wantto give your newborn our
love and a happy and secure

home. Call our attorney about
Amy/Ira 800-492-2011.

Business Opportunity
ALL CASH CANDY
ROUTE. Do youearn $800 in
aday? Your own local candy
route. Includes 30 Machines
and Candy. All for $9995.
1-888-753-3441.

Career Opportunity

The United States Border Pa-
trol is now hiring. Agent sal-
ary is approximately $70,000
per year within the first three
years of employment. Border
Patrol Agents enjoy excellent
federal benefits that include
medical and retirement plans.
Call 1-888-376-6419 or visit
www.borderpatrol.gov.

Educational

Airlines Are Hiring - Train for
high paying Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if
qualified. Job placement as-
sistance. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance. (888)
349-5387.

MISSOURI WELDING IN-
STITUTE. Nevada, Missouri.
Become a Certified Pipe/
Structural Welder. Gradu-
ate in 18 weeks, earn up to
$35/hour. Companies calling
weekly searching for our
graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

For Rent
HUD Homes! 5/BR $358/
Mo! 3/BR $199/Mo! 5%
down 20 years @ 8% apr. for
listings call 1-800-585-3560
ext 8468.

Help Wanted

Heavy Equipment Train-
ing. Cranes-Dozers-Loaders.
Huge Job Demand. National
Certification. Licensed by
OBPVS. Oklahoma Col-
lege of Construction, 280
Quadrom, OKC, OK. www.
Heavy9.com. 1-866-726-
0577.

Nat’l Organization Now Hir-
ing. Avg. Pay $20/hour or

$57K/yr. including Federal
Benefits and OT. Placed by
adSource 1-866-498-6846.

Help Wanted/

Truck Driver

CDL-A DRIVERS: Expand-
ing Fleet offering Regional/
OTR runs. Outstanding Pay
Package. Excellent Benefits.
Generous Hometime. Lease
Purchase on ‘07 Peterbilts.
NATIONAL CARRIERS
1-888-707-7729. www.na-
tionalcarriers.com.

Driver-CDL-Training. Com-
pany Drivers - Sign on for
Exp! Student Grads Wel-
come, or No CDL? “We can
train.” American Eagle Lines,
800-387-1011. www.aedriv-
ers.com.

Drivers-Flatbed .44¢ /Mi
Recent Avg all miles Paid.
Immediate Openings! New
Peterbilt Trucks Available (to
those who qualify, while sup-
plies last) 866-290-1568.

Drivers: $1000+ weekly!
Sign-on Bonus. 35-41 cpm.
Earnover $1000 weekly!! Ex-
cellent Benefits. Need CDL-A
and 3 mos recent OTR. 800-
635-86609.

Legal Services

Social Security disability
claims; Saunders & Saun-
ders Attorneys at Law. No
recovery, No fee! 1-800-259-
8548.

Pet Supplies

AllNew Happy Jack (R) Ken-
nel Dip I controls fleas, ticks,
stable flies, mosquitoes and
mange on dogs. Biodegrad-
able, Concentrated. At farm,
feed & hardware stores. www.
happyjackinc.com.

Real Estate

Texas Land Sale!! 20-acre
Ranches, Near Booming El
Paso. Good Road Access.
Surveyed. Only $15,900.
$200/down $159/mo. Money
Back Guarantee. No Credit
Checks. 1-800-843-7537.
www.sunsetranches.com.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8;40x8x8;48x8.5x9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CON-
TAINERS for rent. Camlock
doors, hardwood floors sup-
port forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solo-
mon. www.chuckhenry.com
complete web listing, photos,
specs, pricing.

Buy KANSAS for only $800!

Kansas Press Association offers an affordable
display advertising network that will place your ad
in more than 140 newspapers for one low price.

Call this newspaper’s ad department or KPA for details.

785-271-5304  www.kspress.com

How are you going to pay for college?

The State of Kansas wants to help you start saving for the ever
increasing costs of college or other postsecondary education.

A Matching Grant Program

The Kansas Investments Developing Scholars
(KIDS) Matching Grant program will match the

Household of:

= $20,800
= $28,000
= $35,200

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

‘ ‘ 07 8-29 Church Sig.indd 1

The Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Phone 785-877-3361
Fax: 785-877-3732

Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us for Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359

®

first $600 that participants contribute to a
Learning Quest 529 Education Savings Plan
account. KIDS was developed for Kansas
residents with incomes less than 200% of
the federal poverty level.

2008 is the last year of this three-year pilot
project, and enrollment is limited to the first
1,200 applicants. Contributions must be
received by Dec. 31, 2008 to be eligible
for matching grant funds.

Call 1-866-504-5898 or visit www.KansasStateTreasurer.com/KIDS to apply.

KIDS is administered by Kansas State Treasurer Lynn Jenkins, CPA.

Paid for with taxes or public funds.

= $42,400
= $49,600
6 = $56,800
For each addi-
tional person in

the family, add
$7,200
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