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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Too Many Hypocrites”
By Pastor Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Church, Norton

One of the most common
excuses given for some-
one not surrendering to the
Gospel of Christ is found in
this statement, “There are
too many hypocrites in the
church.”

Many persons who are
seen by outsiders to be “hypo-
crites” may be true, yetimma-
ture, Christians. Christians
are saved by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ
alone and are being changed
into His likeness; some grow
quickly in their walk with the
Lord, others more slowly.

However, there is anoth-
er undeniable fact. There
are many hypocrites in the
church. People have many
reasons for attending church;
some are Biblical and valid,
others are not. Many Phari-
sees in Jesus’ day performed
theexternal actions of religion
without true inner devotion
to God. Jesus didn’t mince
words with them. Seven
times in Matthew 23, Jesus
pronounced “woe” (a curse)
on the scribes and Pharisees
because they were hypocrites,
leading the people astray.

Also, even though Judas
Iscariot was chosen to be
among the twelve original
disciples, Jesus knew him
to be a hypocrite. When Ju-
das was proclaiming along
with the others that he would
not betray the Lord, Jesus
said to him, “Yes, it is you.”
(Matt. 26: 25) Judas had
earlier complained about a
woman pouring expensive
perfume on Jesus’ feet say-

poor.” ButJohn 12: 6 tells us that
Judas did not care about the poor
for “...he [Judas] was a thief;
as keeper of the money bag, he
used to help himself to what was
putintoit.”

The use of the Greek word
for hypocrite refers to being a
play-actor. An actor usually
wore a mask and in speech and
action imitated the character of

someone else while on a stage to
be seen by others. The English
transliteration of hypocrite has
the meaning of pretending to be
what one is not, especially in the
area of religion or morality.
Sadly, there are clergy, tel-
evangelists and people holding
Christian positions, as well as
people sitting in the pews each
week, professing to be Chris-
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-rﬁe air seems so still on a bright, hot, late summer afternoon.
Suddenly, a dark cloud appears out of nowhere, accompanied
by the contrasting coolness of a refreshing breeze. Then the
first raindrop falls - it’s the beginning of a rain shower.

There is always a first drop, soon followed by a light rain or a
downpour. That one little drop will get things started; many drops
together will keep the earth cooled and free from drought.

Get started learning about God this week at your house of
worship. Your relationship with Him will be continually renewed as
you are aware of His constant presence.... Like the first drop of the
summer rainstorm, each journey has a beginning.
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tians who don’t know Jesus
Christ. They may have head
knowledge but have never
been born again. 2 Timothy
2: 19 says, “The Lord knows
those who are His and every-
one who confesses the Name
of the Lord must turn from
wickedness.” Peter wrote,
“Therefore, rid yourself of
all... hypocrisy.” (I Peter
2: 1) Jesus said the place
assigned for hypocrites is in
hell. (Matthew 24:51)

Does the fact that there
are counterfeit $20 bills in
circulation prevent you from
using those that are in your
pocket? No! You trust that
they are real. The fact that
there are hypocrites in the
church should not prevent
you from receiving Christ
into your life and being all
you can be in Him!

Hypocrites play atreligion
when people can see them
in church; but they live, talk
and actmuch differently else-
where. They watch the same
movies, tell the same jokes,
commit the same sins and
have the same bad attitudes
as others of the world when
outside of their “religious”
setting.

True Christians have found
Christ’s forgiveness through
repentance of sin. They are
not perfect, but they will live
life with the fervent desire
that the power of God’s Holy
Spirit will change them more
and more into the image of
their Lord.

Don’t let hypocrites keep
YOU from eternal life in

ing, “It could have been sold
and the money given to the
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THE SPONSORS OF THIS CHURCH
PAGE DO SO WITH PRIDE
IN OUR COMMUNITY

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Sander First State Bank
Co-operative Furniture and Gifts “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Hardy Construction American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Seamless Guttering —
877-3892 or 871-0832 - Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative to Vinyl or Metal Siding

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

The Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Phone 785-877-3361
Fax: 785-877-3732
Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us for Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359

Adoption

Adopt - Affection, adoring love
and security await your child. Let
us help each other. We’re here for
you. Tammy and Andre 1-800-
420-9806. Expenses Paid.

ADOPTION - Loving financially
secure married couple want to
give your newborn our love and
a happy and secure home. Call
our attorney about Amy/Ira 800-
492-2011.

Business Opportunity

ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE.
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your
own local candy route. Includes
30 Machines and Candy. All for
$9995. 1-888-753-3441.

Career Opportunity

The United States Border Patrol
is now hiring. Agent salary is
approximately $70,000 per year
within the first three years of em-
ployment. Border Patrol Agents
enjoy excellent federal benefits
that include medical and retire-
mentplans. Call 1-888-376-6419
or visit www.borderpatrol.gov.

Educational

Airlines Are Hiring - Train for
high paying Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualified.
Job placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance.
(888) 349-5387.

MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-
TUTE. Nevada, Missouri. Be-
come a Certified Pipe/Structural
Welder. Graduate in 18 weeks,
earn up to $35/hour. Companies
calling weekly searching for our
graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

Employment Opportunity
COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL
INSURANCE seeking licensed
Life & Health sales representa-
tives to market voluntary em-
ployee benefit programs to em-
ployers. First year potential 60K
and up. Call: Cindy Braddock TR
at913.327.7760 ext. 223

For Rent

6/BR $325/Mo! Bank Foreclo-
sure! 4/BR $199/Mo! 5% down
20years @ 8% apr. for listings call
1-800-585-3560 ext B738.

HUD Homes! 5/BR $358/Mo! 3/
BR $199/Mo! 5% down 20 years
@ 8% apr. for listings call 1-800-
585-3560 ext 8468.

Never Rent Again! 4/BR $238/
Mo! 3/BR $199/Mo! 5% down
20 years at 8% apr. More Homes
from $199/Mo! For listings call
800-585-3560 ext B737.

Help Wanted

Heavy Equipment Training.
Cranes-Dozers-Loaders. Huge
Job Demand. National Certifica-
tion. Licensed by OBPVS. Okla-
homa College of Construction,
280 Quadrom, OKC, OK. www.

Heavy9.com. 1-866-726-0577.

Nat’l Organization Now Hiring.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K/yr.
including Federal Benefits and
OT. Placed by adSource 1-866-
498-6846.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

CDL-A DRIVERS: Expanding
Fleet offering Regional/OTR
runs. Outstanding Pay Package.
Excellent Benefits. Generous
Hometime. Lease Purchase on
‘07 Peterbilts. NATIONAL CAR-
RIERS 1-888-707-7729. www.
nationalcarriers.com.

Drivers-Students: Start your new
career with Sponsored Training or
Tuition Reimbursement! Possible
$40k 1st year! Exp’d Drivers ask
about our $5000 Sign-on! www.
ffeinc.com. 800-569-9232.

Drivers: $1000+ weekly! Sign-
on Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over
$1000 weekly!! Excellent Ben-
efits. Need CDL-A and 3 mos
recent OTR. 800-635-8669.

Legal Services

Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law. Norecovery, Nofee! 1-800-
259-8548.

Misc.

Attend College Online from home.
Medical, business, paralegal,
computers, criminal justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if quali-
fied. Call 866-858-2121, www.
CenturaOnline.com.

Pet Supplies

All New Happy Jack (R) Kennel
Dip II controls fleas, ticks, stable
flies, mosquitoes and mange on
dogs. Biodegradable, Concen-
trated. At farm, feed & hardware
stores. www.happyjackinc.com.

Real Estate

Texas Land Sale!! 20-acre Ranch-
es, Near Booming El Paso. Good
Road Access. Surveyed. Only
$15,900. $200/down $159/mo.
Money Back Guarantee. No Cred-
itChecks. 1-800-843-7537. www.
sunsetranches.com.

Special Notice

Divorce without children $95.00,
Divorce with children $95.00.
With Free name change docu-
ments (wife only) and marital
settlement agreement. Fast, easy
and professional. Call 1-888-789-
0198.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5
SHIPPING CONTAINERS.
Camlock doors, hardwood floors
support forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solomon;
620-277-2367 Garden City.www.
chuckhenry.com complete web
listing, photos, specs, pricing.

DIGITEK ALERT

rights.

If you or a loved one has taken the heart medication
Digitek and suffered serious injury or death, please call
us today toll free at 1-866-369-3476 to discuss your legal

THE FOXLAW FIRM, P.C.

Principal Office-- Dallas, Texas

1-866-FOX-FIRM

WWW.FOXFIRM.COM.

ENTER TO WIN A FREE COLORADO VACATION.

You're just a short trip away from the vacation of your dreams.
And this summer, it's not too late to find incredible vacation values
everywhere you look. Start planning your adventure today and

enter to win a free Colorado vacation at COLORADO.COM.

Colorado

COLORADO.COM  1-800-COLORADO
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