
Legion trips produce victories and setbacks

Area players in
Shrine Bowl

K-18 season ends at tournament
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78th Annual
KANSAS’ BIGGEST RODEO

PHILLIPSBURG, KS

July 31-August 2
8 PM each night

It’s the most electric rodeo in the state and all your friends will be there, so don’t 
miss the instant replay screen, the beer garden and the social event of the summer!

The ‘boys’ 
are back in town . . . 
the Cowboys, that is, and they’re ready to compete for you in Phillipsburg!
Come on out and see them ride broncs and bulls, wrestle steers, rope calves, and run barrels!
See 3 different specialty acts each night: 
• Team Ghostriders - 3 cowboy monkeys!
• Texas Thunder - 6 horse hitch with freight wagon 
• Pro Tour FMX - freestyle motocross

Tickets available at Tri-County Insurance in Phillpsburg at 
785-543-2448 • www.KansasBiggestRodeo.com
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Notice of Budget Hearing for the City of Norton

Notice of Budget Hearing for USD 212 Northern Valley

SHRINE BOWL, EMPORIA, 7/26/08 
Family Fun, Excitement, and Activities Galore! 

5K Run*Free Shriners Hospitals for Children Screening 
Clinic*Arts & Crafts Fair*Kids Fair*Free Shrine Parade*High 
School Combine*1M Fun Run/Walk*Fashion Show*Charity 
Poker Run for Autos and Cycles*All-Star Cheerleaders*All-

State Marching Band*All-Star High School Football. 

Information: 800-530-5524 or ksshrine.com 
Benefiting:SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN 

Family Fun, Excitement, and Activities Galore! 
5K Run*Free Shriners Hospitals for Children Screening Clinic* 

Arts & Crafts Fair*Free Shrine Parade*High School Combine*Kids 
Fair*1 Mile Fun Run/Walk*Charity Poker Run for Autos and  

Cycles*Free Fashion Show*All-Star Cheerleaders*All-State Marching 
Band*All-Star High School Football Game. 

SHRINE BOWL, EMPORIA, 7/26/08 

Information: 800-530-5524 or ksshrine.com 
Benefiting:SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN 

By  DICK BOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
The Norton American Legion 

baseball team won two games at 
Phillipsburg on Wednesday, July 
16 but lost two at Holdrege on 
Saturday, July 19.

Phillipsburg
In the opener versus Phillips-

burg, Norton scored two runs in 
the top of the first. Garrett Ta-
cha walked and Jordan Durham 
singled him home and scored later 
on an error.

Phillipsburg scored their only 
run of the game in the bottom of 
the first to make it 2-1 but Norton 
added another run in the top of 
the second when Matt Stanley 
doubled and scored later in the 
inning.

The Blue Jays added five runs 
in the top of the third. Luke Nine-
mire and Tacha both walked, 
Landon Hamel singled and Dur-

ham walked. Brian Spooner struck 
out but made it to first safely and 
all five tallied. 

Norton ran one run across home 
plate in the top of the fourth when 
Ninemire walked and scored later 
in the inning.

The Blue Jays’ final runs came 
in the top of the fifth when they 
scored five more to win 14-1. 
Spooner struck out and made it 
safely to first, Stanley got on base 
via an error, Jake Riedel and Cody 
Callaway both singled and Nine-
mire doubled and all five scored. 

Norton had six hits, six walks 
and 14 strike outs. Leading hitters 
for Norton were Ninemire and 
Durham, both 1 for 2 at the plate. 
Losing pitcher was Cage.

Tacha was the winning pitcher. 
Phillipsburg had seven hits, three 
walks and four strike outs.

“We were missing players due 
to injury or sickness so our line-up 

was different from other games,” 
said Norton head coach Joe Dur-
ham. 

“Luke Ninemire, who is in his 
first year of Legion ball, batted 
lead off. He went 1 for 2 with 2 
walks and scored three times. 

“Jake Riedel from St. Francis 
and Cody Callaway from Almena 
got to see plenty of playing time 
with Cody getting his first hit of 
the year. 

“While warming up, Aaron 
Pulec injured his throwing arm 
and was not able to play. Brett 
Pulec returned to the line-up after 
his injury in the Colby game.”

Norton had another big win in 
the nightcap, outscoring the Pan-
thers 12-2.

The Blue Jays tallied two runs in 
the top of the first inning. Durham 
was hit by a pitch and advanced 
to first, Hamel singled and both 
scored. 

Phillipsburg tied the score with 
two runs in the bottom of the 
stanza.

Norton did not score in the top 
of the second but ran two more 
runs across home plate in the top 
of the third. Ninemire singled 
and Spooner struck out but made 
it safely to first. Both players 
scored. 

The floodgates opened in the top 
of the fourth when Norton scored 
eight runs and batted around. 
Jacob Bracht and Riedel both 
walked, Ninemire struck out but 
made it safely to first,  Durham 
singled, Hamel tripled, Stanley 
walked, Callaway doubled and 
Bracht walked again. Bracht 
scored twice and the others tallied 
once each. 

Norton had just five hits, eight 
walks and 13 strike outs. Leading 
hitter for the Blue Jays was Hamel, 
who went 2 for 4. Losing pitcher 
was Hoft.

Winning pitcher was Hamel. 
Phillipsburg had four hits, three 
walks and eight strike outs.

“We moved some players 
around, trying to let them have 
some fun,” said coach Durham. 
“Cody Callaway played first, Ja-
cob Bracht was at third, Matt Stan-
ley played center, Brian Spooner 
played short and Ninemire played 

left. In the fifth inning, Hamel and 
Durham switched with Hamel 
catching and Durham pitching.”

Holdrege
In the opener versus Holdrege, 

Norton scored once in the top of 
the first but did not score again in 
the 14-1 loss. Holdrege scored 
four runs in the bottom of the 
first, nine in the third and one in 
the fourth.

Norton had five hits in the game, 
two walks and ten strike outs. 
Leading hitters for the Blue Jays 
were Stanley, 2 for 2 and Nine-
mire, 2 for 3. Winning pitcher was 
Beachler. 

Tacha was the losing pitcher. 
He was relieved by Durham. Hol-
drege had ten hits, one walk and 
five strike outs.

“We only had nine players when 
we traveled to Holdrege,” said 
coach Durham. “We were so short 
of players that Brian Linden from 
Hoxie played for us. He hadn’t 
played for a couple of years, so 
was a little rusty. 

“Wind and errors were a real 
problem. Garrett took the loss but 
it wasn’t his fault. Our defense 
didn’t show up for the game.”

In the nightcap, Holdrege scored 
ten runs in the bottom of the first, 
three more in the second and two 
in the bottom of the third to win 

15-0. 
Stanley got Norton’s only hit. 

The Blue Jays also had three walks 
and five strike outs. Winning 
pitcher was Anderson.

Losing pitcher was Durham. 
Holdrege had eight hits, nine 
walks and three strike outs.

“Durham was our starting pitch-
er in the second game but got no 
defensive help,” said coach Dur-
ham. “Having to move players to 
positions they don’t normally play 
and the wind blowing from right to 
left caused all kinds of trouble for 
us. Hamel again relieved Durham 
and Brian Spooner played center-
field. Brian did a pretty decent job 
on a very windy day and caught a 
few hard hit balls. Again, our bats 
were a no show.

“We finished the regular season 
under .500. It all comes down to 
Zone at Scott City. Whoever plays 
their best ball for the next three 
days will advance to the state 
tournament. If we play error free 
ball and get the middle of our line-
up to start hitting, we have just as 
good a chance as anyone.

Next action
Norton is competing in the 

Zone Tournament in Scott City 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
Thursday’s results were not avail-
able at press time. 

By  DICK BOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
The Norton K-18 baseball sea-

son ended on Wednesday, July 16 
in a Regional Tournament quali-
fying game at WaKeeney but the 
young Blue Jays went down fight-
ing in an exciting 9-8 contest.

Both teams scored twice in the 
first inning. Norton’s scores came 
when Landon Keiswetter and 
Kaid McKenna both singled and 
scored later in the inning. 

Norton was scoreless in the sec-
ond inning but WaKeeney tallied 
three runs to take a 5-2 lead. The 
young Blue Jays tallied once in the 
third inning when Zach Hartwell 
and Ryan Blecha both singled and 
scored to make it 5-3. 

Neither team scored in the 
fourth inning but Norton scored 
five big runs in the fifth. Trey 
Millan singled, Hartwell and 
Carson McKenna both walked, 
Damien Davis doubled, Keiswet-
ter singled, McKenna doubled 
and Brett Terrell singled. Millan, 
Hartwell, McKenna, Davis and 
Keiswetter all scored. 

WaKeeney scored once in the 
fifth inning, making the score 8-6 
in favor of Norton. Neither team 
scored in the sixth inning but Wa-
Keeney tied the score at 8-all with 
two runs in the seventh stanza. 
Norton did not score in either the 
seventh or eighth inning but Wa-
Keeney got the win with one final 

run in the eighth. 
Norton had 14 hits, 15 walks 

and seven strike outs in the game. 
Leading hitters for the young 
Blue Jays were McKenna, 4 for 
4; Keiswetter and Davis, each 2 
for 4. Winning pitcher was Will 
Papes.

Shirk pitched the first seven 
innings, Millan pitched to two 
batters in the eighth and Keiswet-
ter pitched to the final WaKeeney 
batter. Millan was the losing 
pitcher.

WaKeeney had ten hits, seven 
walks and eleven strike outs.

Coaches of the Norton K-18 
nine this season were Lamont 
Shirk, Fig Millan and Ted Davis. 

By  DICK BOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
The 35th annual Kansas Shrine 

Bowl featuring 68 most recently 
graduated high school football 
players chosen by the state media 
will be held on Saturday with kick-
off at Welch Stadium in Emporia 
set for 7 p.m.

West players include Taylor 
Elder, Sharon Springs; Cameron 
Horesky, Hoisington; Kirk Palmer 
and Braden Wilson, both of Smith 
Center and Aaron Racette, Oak-
ley.

Horesky and Racette both have 
Norton area relatives. Horesky 
is a second generation Shrine 
Bowl player. His father, John, a 
graduate of Norton Community 
High School, was the first Norton 
player chosen to compete in the 
Shrine Bowl.

The Shrine Bowl will be tele-
cast over Smoky Hills Public TV, 
Bunker Hill.
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