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Legion ushers in season with fou

By DICK BOYD

nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

The Norton American Legion
baseball team opened the 2008
season with two hard fought five
inning games with Alma, Neb. on
Sunday at John Ryan Field.

Alma

The locals lost 3-2 in the first
contest and lost the nightcap 8-6.

“We lost our No.1 starting
pitcher Logan ‘Stretch’ Keiswet-
ter because of an out-of-town job
situation and Chris Davis, who
aged out and is helping coach this
season,” said Norton head coach
Joe Durham. “So, pitching for this
year’steamis going to be by com-
mittee. Making his first pitching
start for us was Brian Spooner,
who moved here with his parents
from Colorado. Not knowing
what to expect from a player who
is a regular catcher and infielder,
I'hoped to get four to five innings
out of him and we got that and a
little extra.”

Spooner allowed one run in the
top of the firstand one in the top of
the third but Norton was unable to
score and trailed 2-0. In the bottom
of the fifth inning, the Blue Jays
rallied to tie the score when Blake
Wolf walked, Jordan Durham
singled and Spooner helped his
pitching cause by doubling both
Wolf and Durham home to tie the
score at 2-all.

Alma’s Dillon Kauk singled
in the top of the seventh. Jordan
Durham relieved Spooner on the
mound and struck out the nexttwo
batters before an error allowed
Kauk to score on a close play at
home to give Alma a 3-2 lead.

Norton was unable to tally in the
bottom of the inning.

“Overall, I was very pleased
with our effort but not the final
score,” said coach Durham. “We
lettoo many scoring opportunities
getaway fromus.” J. Boehler was
the winning pitcher. He allowed
seven Norton hits, walked four
and struck out 11. Spooner was
the losing pitcher. He allowed
just three hits and walked seven
batters. Brian Ulmer was the lead-
ing hitter for Norton, smashing a
double and two singles in three
times at bat.

Inthe nightcap, Almatooka 1-0
lead in the top of the first inning
but Norton scored three runs in
the bottom of the stanza to take
a 3-1 advantage. Garrett Tacha,
who is from Hoxie and started on
the mound for the Blue Jays, led
off with a single, followed by a
single by Blake Wolf and single by
Spooner. Tacha, Wolfand Spooner
all scored.

Alma tied the score at 3-all
with two runs in the top of the
third. In the bottom of the inning,
Jacob Bracht walked and Spooner
blasted a home run to push the
Blue Jays ahead 5-3.

“We had the lead and I was look-
ing foracloser soIreplaced Tacha
with Logan Runnion in the top of
the fourth but my plan backfired,”
said coach Durham.

Taking advantage of five walks
and two hits, Alma scored five
runs in the inning to take an 8-5
lead.
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June 27 Minden, Neb. There

Le gion Schedule

Alma, Neb. 5 and 7 p.m. Here
June 2 WaKeeney 6 and 8 p.m. Here
June 6, 7, 8 Goodland Tournament
June 10 Osborne 6 and 8 p.m. There
June 12 Phillipsburg 6 and 8 p.m. Here
June 15 Colby 2 and 4 p.m. Here
June 17 Stockton 6 and 8 p.m. There
June 20, 21, 22 Holdrege Tournament
June 24 Smith Center 6 and 8 p.m. There

June 29 Scott City 3 and 5 p.m. Here
July 1 Alma, Neb. 6 and 8 p.m. There
July 3 Smith Center 6 and 8 p.m. Here
July 5 WaKeeney 5 and 7 p.m. There
July 6 Osborne 3 and 5 p.m. Here
July 7 Curtis, Neb. 6 and 8 p.m. Here

Norton scored one additional
run in the bottom of the fifth
but it was too little too late and
Alma won their second game of
the evening. Kauk was the win-
ning pitcher. He gave up six hits,
walked three and struck out one
Norton batter.

Tacha gave up one hit for Nor-
ton and walked none. Runnion
allowed two hits and walked five
and was the losing pitcher.

Leading hitter for Norton was
Spooner with a home run and
single in three times at bat. Tacha
had two singles in two official
times at the plate.

“Sometimes you over coach
and that is exactly what I did in
the second game,” said coach
Durham. “I should have left Gar-
rett in but I was worried about his
arm strength as he hadn’t pitched
much this year.”

WakKeeney

The Blue Jays didn’t have to
wait very long for their first vic-
tories of the season. On Monday,
they hosted WaKeeney and de-
feated them 6-4 and 13-8.

Inthe opener, WaKeeney scored
two runs in the top of the first
but Norton responded with three
in the bottom of the inning and
never trailed again. Tacha led
off with a single, Wolf doubled,
Durham walked and Matt Stanley
singled. Tacha, Wolf and Dur-
ham all scored. Norton scored
another run in the bottom of the
third when Wolf walked, stole
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Strong City, Kansas

8pm Rodeo Friday & Saturday
2pm Rodeo Sunday

“Tough Enough to Wear Pink”

Check the website for complete schedule

second and scored on a single by
Matt Stanley. Another run came
across home plate for the Blue
Jays in the bottom of the fifth
when Durham tripled and scored.
Norton extended their lead to 6-2
in the bottom of the sixth when
Ulmer and Runnion both walked,
Luke Ninemire singled and Ulmer
scored.

WaKeeney scored twice in the
top of the seventh but couldn’t
catch the Blue Jays, who earned
the 6-4 victory. Tacha pitched the
entire game for Norton, allowing
eight hits, striking out seven bat-
ters and walking just one. Losing
pitcher was Carr. He gave up seven
hits, walked four and struck out
nine batters.

Matt Stanley was leading hitter
for Norton. He hit two singles in
three times at the plate.

“WaKeeney hasn’t had Legion
baseballinmany years. [t wasnice
to see them play and they played
hard,” said coach Durham.

“They jumped on us early and
took the lead but it was nice to see
our playersrespond and regain the
lead,” said coach Steve Jeltz.

Coach Durham gave two new
pitchers a chance to start the sec-
ond game. Matt Stanley started on
the mound for the Blue Jays and
gaveup tworuns ontwo walks and
no hits in the top of the first.

Norton scored one run in the
bottom of the inning when Stanley
singled and scored. WaKeeney
faced Luke Ninemire on the
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915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

KIDNEY FAILURE LINKED TO
DRUG USED DURING SURGERY

Trasylol®, a drug used to control bleeding during surgery,
has been linked to Kidney failure, dialysis and death.
If you or a loved one had surgery and then developed
Kidney failure, call us now at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a
free consultation. We practice law only in Arizona, but
associate with lawyers throughout the country.

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)
www. 1800theeagle.com
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*Free service includes monthly access fee only. Taxes, features, surcharges and overages are the customer’s responsibility.
With qualified rate plan and 2 year service agreement. Certain restrictions apply. See stores for details. Limited time offer.
Nex-Tech Wireless is eligible to receive support from the Federal Universal Service Fund in designated areas. As a result, Nex-Tech
Wireless must meet reasonable requests for service in these areas. Questions or complaints conceming service issues may be directed
to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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Norton Legion shortstop Matt Stanley fired the ball to first base after fielding a grounder
during the Blue Jays’ double header win over WaKeeney. Stanley is an outstanding hitter
and led the Blue Jays with his bat in both games.

mound for Norton in the top of
the second and scored five runs on
four walks and two hits. In the bot-
tom of the inning, the Blue Jaysran
across asingle run as Ninemire hit
safely and Brett Pulec singled and
Ninemire scored to make it 7-2.

“Matt had never pitched before
but, in practice, he’s been throw-
ing strikes so, looking for more
pitching help, we wanted to see
what he could do in a game,” said
coach Chris Davis. Playing catch-
er for Norton was a new addition,
Skylar Harris from Almena.

“Another new addition, Luke
Ninemire from Lenora, pitched
for the first time in the second in-
ning,” said coach Jeltz. “He was
raw but one thing we noticed was
he has a lot of potential and he
threw strikes.”

The veteran Durham finished
the game on the mound for the
Blue Jays.

Norton scored three more runs
inthe bottom of the third to cut the
Golden Eagle lead to 7-5. Wolf hit
safely, Durham walked, Spooner
singled, Runnion singled, Nine-
mire doubled and Wolf, Durham
and Runnion all scored.

WaKeeney padded their lead
with a run in the top of the fourth
to make it 8-5 but Norton scored
a run in the bottom of the inning
to keep the deficit at two runs.
Stanley doubled, Wolf singled and
Stanley scored in the stanza.

Durham continued to pitch very
well and made the Golden Eagles
go down one-two-three the rest
of the way. Meanwhile, the flood
gates opened on the visitors, who
saw Norton score seven big runs
in the bottom of the fifth inning to
rally for a 13-8 win!

Runnion got things going witha
double, Aaron Pulec, Brett Pulec,
Ulmer all walked, Stanley dou-

NOBTON LIVESTOCK, INC.

785-877-51
NORTON, KANSAS

REGULAR CATTLE SALES
EVERY THURSDAY

Sale Results from June 5

751 Cattle Sold
STEERS:

19 blk and Char x bulls, Clayton .

52 mix steers, Colby

24 mix steers, Colby
HEIFERS:
18 blk and Char x heifers, Clayton 433

61 blk and red heifers, Norton . . .
61 blk and red heifers, Norton . . .
68 blk and x bred heifers, Collyer. 744
64 blk and Char x heifers, Norton 733

502 121.00
874 105.00
1002 96.00

115.00
106.70
106.60
105.80
105.60

783
752

Clarence Tien-785-973-2231, Cellular-785-567-8113
Bob Jessup-785-543-6121; Monte Jessup-785-669-2556
Jan Tien-785-973-2744
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bled, Durham walked, Spooner hit
safely, Runnion, Andrew Soder-
lund, Aaron Pulec and Brett Pulec
all walked. Runnion, Aaron Pulec,
Brett Pulec, Ulmer, Stanley, Dur-
ham and Spooner all scored.

Durham was the winning pitch-
er, giving up just one hit, walking
one and striking out 10 batters.

Nortonhad 11 hits and nine Blue
Jays walked. Leading hitter for
Norton was Stanley with three hits
in four times at bat. Wolf went 2 for
4,Runnion 2 for 3 and Ninemire 2
for 2 at the plate.

Next action

Norton will play today, Satur-
day and Sunday in the Goodland
Tournament.

LODGE NOTICES

American Legion
Harmonson Redd
Post No. 63

Second and Fourth Monday
Gil Otter, Commander

Eagles Lodge
FOE 3288

Second and Fourth
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.

Dennis Gilhousen, President
Lee Smith, Secretary

~ Sons of the
ier American Legion

Fourth Monday
7:30 p.m.

James Railsback, Commander
Doyle Brooks, Adjutant

Veterans of

Foreign Wars

Reg. 7:00 p.m.
First Mon. of each Month

Curt Archibald, Commander
Joe Ballinger, Quartermaster

Meet at Eagles Club
First and Third Thursday
Each Month at 7:30 p.m.

Horace Collins, Noble Grand
Randy Knoll, Secretary

e ” Norton Nex-Tech Office

Extended hours: Open 8 a.m.- 7 p.m.

Stop by 117 N Norton or
call 785-877-4135
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