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Aging school bus fleet causing concern for district

By Joey Falkoff
jfalkoff@nwkansas.com

The wheels on the bus are go-
ing round and round in Colby for
now.

Whether that’s still the case in
five years is something the Colby
school board will have to decide.

Currently, the Colby school
district has 11 school buses, two
activity buses and two spare route
buses inits fleet, butonly two have
been purchased since 2000; the last
in 2004. In 2013, some of Colby’s
bus fleet can no longer be used.
Kansas state laws permit a school
bus to run for a maximum of 20
years, and according to transpor-
tation director Alan Wade, eight
buses date back to 1992.

With the situation getting more
desperate by the day, Wade is seek-
ing analternative solution he plans
to present the board at their next
meeting June 2.

“Since we’ve gotten so far be-
hind, we’re going to need to buy
more than one new bus a year,”
said Wade, whose been employed
by the district since 1991. “I don’t
know that we can. We could lease
a fleet of buses. I know several
schools like Oakley, Golden Plains
and lots in eastern Kansas are do-
ing that.”

Wade’s proposal calls for the dis-
trict to spend a $100,000-110,000
a year for the next five years plus
paying 3 to 4 percent interest to
lease a fleet of 11 buses. Seven of
the buses would be smaller, hold-
ing up to 25 passengers. The other
fourcouldholdupto71.Attheend
of the five years, the district could
negotiate another lease. Wade said
they could alsopay $140,000 ayear
for five years and then own the en-
tire fleet at the end of the lease.

Wade estimated the cost of one
65-71 passenger bus to cost any-
where from $73,000-75,000 and a
smaller bus to run anywhere from
$50,000-75,000.

Rather then spending that
amount every year for the fore-
seeable future, Wade said lease
purchasing would better suit the
district.

“We’ve asked for a new bus or
suburban every year, but most
years they don’t have the money
because it needs to be spent other
places,” said Wade. “The only way
around it is to do leases, bonds or
that type of thing.”

‘Wade met with business manag-
erJo DeYoung about the situation
before Monday’s board meeting.
According to DeYoung, Wade
said he would be satisfied if the

KPA CLASSIFIEDS

Adoption

ADOPTION - Loving financially
secure married couple want to
give your newborn our love and
a happy and secure home. Call
our attorney about Amy/Ira 800-
492-2011.

Adoption - We promise your new-
born a loving, secure and happy
home. Full time mom, devoted
dad. Expenses paid. Please call
Theresa or John 1-800-484-6765
Pin #03609.

Adoption: Wishing to adopt baby
to nuture and adore. Will provide
warm, loving, stable home. Ex-
penses paid. Legal and confiden-
tial. Please call Glenna toll-free
1-866-535-8080.

Business Opportunity

ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE.
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your
own local candy route. Includes
30 Machines and Candy. All for
$9995. 1-888-753-3441.

Log Home Dealers Needed. Great
earning potential 100K, Excel-
lent Profits, Protected Territory,
Lifetime Warranty, Free Train-
ing & Sales Leads. American
Made - Honest Value. Call Daniel
Boone Log Homes. Call 1-800-
766-9474.

Career Opportunity

The United States Border Patrol
is now hiring. Agent salary is
approximately $70,000 per year
within the first three years of em-
ployment. Border Patrol Agents
enjoy excellent federal benefits
that include medical and retire-
mentplans. Call 1-888-376-6419
or visit www.borderpatrol.gov.

Educational

Airlines Mechanic - Rapid train-
ing for high paying Aviation Ca-
reer. FAA predicts severe short-
age. Financial aid if qualify. Job
placement assistance. Call Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance.
(888) 349-5387.

Attend College Online fromhome.
Medical, business, paralegal,
computers, criminal justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if quali-
fied. Call 866-858-2121, www.
CenturaOnline.com.

MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-
TUTE, INC. Nevada, Missouri.
Become a Certified Pipe and
Structural Welder. Earn top pay in
18 weeks. Many companies seek
our graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

Employment Opportunity
Increase your Railroad hiring
potential! Train at NARS, Over-
land Park, KS. Complete training
4-8 weeks. Average salary $63k.
Lenderinfo available. Conductor,
Electrical/Mechanical, Freight
Car, Signal, Welder. 800-228-
3378. www.RailroadTraining.
com.

For Rent
6/BR $671/Mo! Bank Foreclo-
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sure! 4/BR $199/Mo! 5% down
20years @ 8% apr. for listings call
1-800-585-3560 Ext B738.

HUD Homes 5/BR $579/Mo! 3/
Br $199/Mo! 5% down 20 years
@ 8% apr. for listings call 1-800-
585-3560 Ext. 8468.

For Sale

Best variety of grand, vertical &
digital pianos in the Midwest.
Over 100 pianos in stock! New
and used Kawai, Steinway, Ya-
maha, Baldwin & more. Mid-
AmericaPiano, 1-800-950-3774,
www.piano4u.com.

Help Wanted

Nat’l Organization Now Hiring.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57/K/yr.
including Federal Benefits and
OT. Placed by adSource. 1-866-
498-6846.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Driver - Knight has the small com-
pany - family feel you want, the
Financial Stability You Deserve!
We Reward Experienced Drivers.
Medical/Dental/401K. No Forced
Dispatch! Daily Pay! Call Recruit-
ing 888-562-7783.4 month OTR/
CDL-A Required. O/O 800-437-
5907. www.knighttrans.com.

Drivers-Flatbed .44 /Mi Recent
Avg all miles Paid. Immediate
Openings! New Peterbilts Avail-
able, first come, first serve (if you
qualify) 866-290-1568.

Drivers-Students. Drive a Big
Rig! Sponsored Training/Tuition
Reimbursement Available. Pos-
sible $40k 1styear! Exp’d Drivers
Ask about $5000 Sign-on! www.
ffeinc.com. 800-569-9232.

Drivers: Don’t Miss This! Sign-
on Bonus. 35-42 cpm. Earn over
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits.
Need CDL-A and 3 mos recent
OTR. 800-635-8669.

Homes for Sale

Never Rent Again! 4/BR $238/
Mo! 3/BR $199/Mo! 5% Down
20 years at 8% apr. More Homes
from $199/Mo! For listings call
1-800-585-3560 Ext B737.

Legal Services

Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law. Norecovery, Nofee! 1-800-
259-8548.

Pet Supplies

Happy Jack (R) Mange Medicine:
promotes healing & hair growthin
dogs & horses due to ‘hot spots’
fungus or mane dandruff. At farm,
feed & hardware stores. www.
happyjackinc.com.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5
SHIPPING CONTAINERS.
Camlock doors, hardwood floors
support forklift. Delivery avail-
able. 1-785-655-9430 Solomon;
620-277-2367 Garden City.www.
chuckhenry.com complete web
listing, photos, specs, pricing.

board agreed to purchase one or
two buses a year for the next five
years. DeYoung made it known
she is not usually in favor of lease
purchasing.

“It doesn’t make sense for us to
spend three to four percent of our
money on interest if we can avoid
it,” said DeYoung.

The district has $415,000 in its
capital outlay fund. But, due to
the lack of a capital outlay mill
levy (since 1998) the district has
virtually no way to replenish
that money, if it’s spent on bus-
ses. Therefore, vehicles usually
are purchased at the end of the
year with “saved” general or
supplemental general fund dol-
lars. Lately, technology purchases
and expenses have absorbed many
dollars.

“The capital outlay is the reason
we have aproblem,” said superin-
tendent Kirk Nielsen.

Board members Gerry Fulwider
and Stan Molstad seemed to sug-
gest purchasing any new buses

would be a problem.

While De Young was summing
up Wade’s demands, Fulwider
became agitated at De Young, rais-
inghis voicetosay “And whatelse
did he say?”

Superintendent Kirk Nielsen
responded by saying, “He feels
his fleet is getting old.”

Fulwider thenremarked, “May-
be a lot of things are getting old.”

“I think Mr. Fulwider seemed
upsetbecause he feltI or Mr. Wade
was trying to tell the board what to
do,” said DeYoung.

Moments later, Molstad asked if
the districthad any buses that were
going to run off the road. Nielsen
told him they didn’t have any to
which Molstad responded, “Then
there you go.”

“Why would you wait until it’s
unsafe,” said Wade. “Do you sup-
pose most people wait until their
carisunsafetoreplaceit? We have
to take care of things prior to them
being unsafe.”

Wade did agree all of his buses
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Spm Trade Show

Dance: Matt Engles Band

2pm Annual Rodeo Parade
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Dance: Powder River Band
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Help Wanted

Check out the neighborhood; apply for a job;
post a resume or application and we will network for you.
Positions available for all skill levels.

* Find your next job. ¢ Find a better way to live. ¢ Find yourself.

hometownrecruiter.com

-
al
. ‘Career + Community + Family + Life

www.youthville.org/getinvolved

4 @) Youthville

Let us change
the way you
think about

foster children.

00.593.1950 ext 194

This could be
your next job

Are you interested
in a better job?

= A professional position, deal-
% ing with the business com-

munity? With a compensation
package above average? And
being akey player onanaward-
winning team? Then this could
be your next job. The Norton
Telegram is looking for a full-
time advertising executive.
This person will represent the
newspaper and the Country
Advocate with an established
customer base, with plenty of
room for expansion. Generous
commission included.
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were safe for the time being.

“If I had an unsafe bus, we
wouldn’t drive it,” said Wade.
“The state checks literally every-
thing on our buses before the start
of every school year. The last thing
we want is an unsafe bus.”

Although Suburbans aren’t
included in his lease proposal,
Wade says the district also needs
to look at replacing those in the
near future.

“We’ve got five Suburbans with
over 200,000 miles onthem,” said
Wade. “All the new ones have well
over 100,000 miles. I know they’ll
lastup to 230,000 miles, butthere’s
more than that on some of them.”

A new Suburban is estimated
to cost anywhere from $32,000-
40,000 depending on the model.

Ideally, Wade said he’d like

to replace every suburban that
reaches 100,000 miles and have
the maintenance staff use the old
ones to drive around town. He
also mentioned selling them after
aperiod of time.

“Somehow we’ve gotten out of
that practice,” said Wade.

Wade said he understands the
financial constraints the district
is under, but also feels this is an
issue that’s going to have to be
dealt with.

“How can you have hard feel-
ings? We’re all one big family,”
said Wade. “I want new buses
and Suburbans, but in the same
respect they need new chairs, air
conditioning. I’'m not upset or an-
gry, but this is something we have
to face. We can’t just buy one and
get caught up.”
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IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BILLIE JUNIOR KEISWETTER, DECEASED
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
NORTON COUNTY, KANSAS
In the Matter of the Estate of
BILLIE JUNIOR KEISWETTER,
Deceased
Case No. 2008-PR-20
NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that a
petition has been filed in this County by
Cristie Foster, as an heir of the decedent
Billie Junior Keiswetter, praying for the
determination of the descent; and you

are hereby required to file your written
defenses thereto on or before June 16,
2008 at 1:00 p.m. of said day, in said
Court, in the City of Norton, in Norton
County, Kansas at which time and place
said cause will be heard. Should you
fail therein, judgment and decree will
be entered in due course upon said
petition.

Cristie Foster, Petitioner
Paula D. Hofaker #16169
Law Office of
Paula D. Hofaker, PA.
P.O. Box 482
Logan, KS 67646
785-689-4606
Attorney for Petitioner
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
NORTON COUNTY, KANSAS
In the Matter of the Estate of
MARY M. CALHOON, Deceased
Case No. 2008-PR-18
NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that on the
23rd day of April, 2008, a Petition was
filed in this Court by Mary Benoit, an
heir, devisee, and leagatee, of Mary
Calhoon, deceased, praying that Mary
Benoit be appointed Administrator
without bond, and that she be granted
Letters of Administration.

You are required to file your written
defenses thereto on or before June

16, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. of such day,
in this Court, in the City of Norton in
Norton County, Kansas, at which time
and place the cause will be heard.
Should you fail, judgment and decree
will be entered in due course upon the
Petition.

All creditors are notified to exhibit their
demands against the estate within four
months from the date of first publication
of this Notice, as provided by law, and
if their demands are not thus exhibited,
they shall be forever barred.

Mary Benoit, Petitioner
Paula D. Hofaker #16169
Law Office of
Paula D. Hofaker, PA
P.O. Box 482
Logan, KS 67646
(785) 689-4606
Attorney for the
Estate of Mary Calhoon
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RUTHA.ARCHER, DECEASED
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
NORTON COUNTY, KANSAS
In the Matter of the Estate of
GLENN L. ARCHER, Deceased and
RUTH A. ARCHER, Deceased
Case No. 2008-PR-19
NOTICE OF HEARING ON
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a petition
has been filed in this Court by Glenn L.
Archer, Jr., as an heir of Glenn L. Archer
and Ruth A. Archer, deceased, praying
for the determination of descent of the
following described real estate:

An undivided one-third (1/3)
interest in the oil, gas and other
minerals in, or on under the
following described real estate:
The Northwest Quarter (NW/4),
Southeast Quarter of the Southwest
Quarter (SE/4 SW/4), North Half
of the Southwest Quarter (N/2
SW/4), Northwest Quarter of the
Southeast Quarter (NW/4 SE/4)
and Southwest Quarter of the
Northeast Quarter (SW/4 NE/4)
of Section Twelve (12), Township
Five (5) South, Range Twenty-
two (22) West, being 360 acres,
and a lane or roadway along the
West side of the North half of the

Northeast Quarter (N/2 NE/4) of
Section Twelve (12),Township
Five (5) South, Range Twenty-two
(22) West, being approximately
one (1) acre, more or less, and
the Northeast Quarter of the
Northeast Quarter (NE/4 NE/4)
of Section Eleven (11), Township
Five (5) South, Range Twenty-two
(22) West of the Sixth P.M., being
40 acres;
and all other property, real and
personal, or interest therein owned
by the respective decedents, Glenn L.
Archer and Ruth A. Archer, at the time
of their respective deaths; and you
are hereby required to file your written
defenses thereto on or before June 11,
2008, at 11:00 o’clock a.m. of said day
in said Court, in the City of Norton, in
Norton County, Kansas, at which time
and place said cause will be heard.
Should you fail therein, judgment and
decree will be entered in due course
upon said petition.
GLENN L. ARCHER, JR.,
Petitioner
R. Douglas Sebelius #09157
SEBELIUS & GRIFFITHS, LLP
105 South Norton Street
P. 0. Box 10
Norton, Ks 67654-0010
785-877-5143
Attorney for Petitioner
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NOTICE OF HEARING ON
ADOPTION OF NEIGHBORHOOD
REVITALIZATION PLAN BEFORE
THE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
#294, OBERIN
You are hereby advised, pursuant to
the provisions of KSA 12-17, 117, a
public hearing will be held in the Unified
Office located at 131 E. Commercial,
Oberlin on the 9th day of June, 2008
at 7:30 p.m. to consider whether the
abovementioned taxing districts should

adopt a “Neighborhood Revitalization
Plan” for all of the area and territory
lying within the corporate limits of
their district. The Norton County
Commission enacted the Neighborhood
Revitalization Plan for Norton County,
Kansas on November 13, 2007.

The proposed Neighborhood
Revitalization Plan is available for public
review and consideration at the office of
the Norton County Clerk in the Norton
County Courthouse during regular
business hours or online at http://www.
discovernorton.com.
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