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‘Make Church a Part of Your Lif

WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Church”

By Jeff Nielsen, Minister at Norton Christian Church

Occasionally, I will be not
asked if I really believe it is
important to “go to church.”
The question is never from
unbelievers. Some have been
deeply hurt by church poli-
tics. Others have been bored
by church services. Some
just see church as a waste of
time. Others see “going to
church” as an outdated form
of community that is no lon-
ger needed in the computer
age of social networking.
Some that ask are just look-
ing for validation of their
abandonment of “going to
church.”

Thisis notaneasy question
to address as the Western
expression of church has lost
its way on many levels. Far
from being a place of com-
munity that practices radical
forgiveness and accountabil-
ity as Jesus envisioned. Far
from being a mission-driven
community sharing God’s
grace with all nations and a
community, we seem to have
sunk into rival marketers
of easy religion pedaled to
consumer-driven attendees or
into rival politically aligned
preservers of our version of
national values.

On the other hand, many
are genuinely blessed by their
association today with what
is called “church.” They find
support, help, encourage-
ment, and friendship. They
can’t understand why some
would be so critical of some-

not

and

oppressed and persecuted be-
lievers in other cultures can-

to gather with other believers and

Here are a few biblical obser-
vations for all of us to ponder

Jesus and the writers of the
New Testament did not envi-
sion a Christianity that does not
involve Christian community.
Jesus sent out his followers two
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thing they love. In addition, Acts Acts Acts Acts Acts
11.1-18

and restore them to their
intended purpose. He didn’t
abolish or abandon them.

The word translated church
in the bible, ekklesia, is not
even a religious word. It
simply means “assembly”
or “gathering” of people.
What makes it “Christian” is
that the gathering is done in
“The name of the Lord Jesus
Christ”.

Reading the letters of the
New Testament the first few
verses of them reveal this
focus, using a formula like,
“To the gathering of God’s
people in ...” This gathering
together in Jesus’ name was
so important that they were
urged not to forsake their
times of meeting together,
butto use these opportunities
to stir each other up to love
and good deeds Hebrews
10:19-25.

The church was to be a
community that lived the
lifestyle of Jesus and called
each other to that lifestyle all
over the world in different
cultures. The churchistolive
with “one another” and treat
“each other” in community.

Jesus put in place, died
for and is returning to save
forever His church. He never
intended for His followers
to go it alone. Christians
are to regularly gather with
other followers to help them
live the life of Christ and
remember the life, words,
sacrifice, and resurrection
of their Lord, together. Are
you?

fathom having the freedom by two. He called together a
small group of twelve to be his
first community. His primary
teachings centered on relation-
ships and life lived together.
While much of his teaching
and lifestyle brought him into
conflict withreligious leaders in
religious situations, his regular
practice was to participate in
those gatherings toredeem them

T

taking advantage of it.

discuss:

A budding gardener must learn one of the most important
rules of successful gardening. The better the soil, the more
beautiful the flowers. Maybe you can get by with tired old dirt,
but your garden won’t be as vibrant or your plants as happy.

As a child’s parents teach her to enrich the soil and tend a
garden, they can also teach her how to have a vibrant spirit. In
Ecclesiastes 3:12 it says “...there is nothing better for men
than to be happy and do good while they live.” Where can you
learn to grow a happy spirit? In your house of worship your
children learn about their Heavenly Father with stories and
songs. Their spirits are cultivated with His unconditional love.

Enrich your spirit regularly in God’s House. Feel more vibrant
instead of just getting by. Grow a happy family as you worship
and learn of God’s love!

Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday

Ezekiel Joel
11.19-30 37114 2.28-3.8

12119  12.20-13.12 13.13-52

Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society
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THE NORTON TELEGRAM

MORTON BUILDINGS

Customer Appreciation Days - May 16 & 17

Country
Craft

50°x70’ Equipment Storage
Starting at: $7.49/sf

Call Today about our Spring Specials!

8 offices serving Kansas

60°’x120° Machine Shed/Arena
Starting at: $6.49/sf

By Morton Buildimﬁgs, Inc.
Call for details, offers end 6/1/08, travel beyond 60 miles, local requirements,
permits, taxes, etc. to be added.

www.mortonbuildings.com

800.447.7436
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v for the Cl-ﬁ)ﬁ’cfays v

v77,7€ editors of American Profile have compiled ;be

nation’s most delicious recipes—straight from their readers
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You will enjoy more than 250 cherished family recipes, special memories, and dozens
of beautiful photographs. You'll find the perfect dish for each of your favorite celebra-
tions: New Year’s Day, the Fourth of July, Columbus Day, Passover, Easter, Memorial
Day, Labor Day, President’s Day, Hanukkah, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Cookbook available at the Norton 1elegram for $18.95+Tax
THE NORTON

 TELEGRAM

215 South Kansas Avenue
Norton, Kansas 67654
Phone 785-877-3361
Fax: 785-877-3732

email:
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

THE SPONSORS
OF THIS CHURCH

PAGE DO SO WITH PRIDE
IN OUR COMMUNITY

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon

VOSS SIDING
Quality at an Affordable Price
*Vinyl Siding * Steel Siding
*Windows * Doors

1-866-844-4361 Toll Free * 785-871-7020 Cell

Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Norton, Kansas - Free Estimates 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Sander First State Bank
Co-operative Furniture and Gifts “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Hardy Construction American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Seamless Guttering —

877-3892 or 871-0832 - Lee Hardy
Ask Us About Durable Alternative to Vinyl or Metal Siding

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Let’s Refuel America!

2.99 Gas Guarantee
with Chrysler

See Faw’s Garage at Arapahoe

New 2008 Chrysler 300 Limited AWD — Inferno red with gray leather
bucket seats, 3.5 V-6, automatic overdrive, dual control climate control, tilt/
telescoping steering wheel, speed control, power seats, heated front seats,
power windows locks and mirrors, stereo with CD player, steering wheel
controls, chrome wheels, keyless entry. — List Price $34,715.00.

New 2008 Dodge Avenger SCT 4 Door Sports Sedan — Silver metallic
with gray cloth bucket seats, 2.7 V-6, automatic overdrive, tilt, speed control,
power windows, locks and mirrors, heated front seats, sports appearance,
aluminum wheels, fog lamps, rear spoiler, remote start, CD player and Sirius
satellite radio, U-connect phone. List Price $23,205.00.

New 2008 Dodge Avenger SE 4 Door Sedan — Ravan black with gray buck-
et seats, 2.4 engine, automatic, air, tilt, speed control, power sunroof, power
windows, locks and mirrors, stereo with 6 disc CD player, Sirius radio, heat-
ed front seats, keyless entry with remote start. List Price $21,680.00.

New 2008 Chrysler Town & Country LX Mini Van — Inferno red with
gray cloth, 7 passenger seating with flexible seating option, 3.8 V-6, auto-
matic overdrive front and rear air conditioning, tilt, speed control, power
seats, windows, locks and mirrors, power side doors and lift gate, sunscreen
glass, keyless entry with remote start. List Price $28,905.00

New 2008 Dodge Ram 1/2 Ton Quad Cab Short Box 4 WD — Cool va-
nilla with gray cloth 40/20/40 seating, SLT 5.7 Hemi DOD engine, 5 speed
automatic overdrive, air, tilt wheel, speed control, power seats, windows,
locks, CD player, touch shift transfer case, cool chrome package, 20” chrome
wheels, keyless entry. List Price $39,070.00.

New 208 Dodge Ram 3/4 Ton Regular Cab 4 WD — Bright silver with gray
cloth 40/20/40 seating, SXT decor, 5.7 Hemi V-8, 5 speed automatic, air, tilt,
speed control, power windows, locks and mirrors, CD player, trailer tow
group. List Price $32,440.00.

2008 Dodge Ram 3/4 Ton Quad Cab Shortbox 4 WD — Inferno red with
gray cloth 40/20/40 seating, SLT, Bighorn equipment package, 6.7 Cummins
turbo diesel, 6 speed automatic, air, tilt, speed control, power seats, win-
dows, locks and trailer tow mirrors, anti spin rear axle, CD player, touch
shift transfer case, aluminum wheels, keyless entry. List Price $46,300.00.
2008 Dodge Ram 3500 1 Ton Quad Cab Long Box Dual Wheel Pickup —
White with gray cloth 40/20/40 seating, SLT 6.7 Cummins diesel, 6 speed
automatic, anti spin, air conditioning, tilt wheel, speed control, power seat,
windows, locks and power trailer tow mirrors, CD player, fold flat storage
seat, trailer tow package, keyless entry. List Price $48,100.00.

2008 Dodge Ram 1/2 Ton Quad Cab Short Box 4 WD — Electric blue with
gray cloth 40/20/40 seating, SLT 5.7 Hemi V-8, automatic overdrive, air, tilt,
speed control, power seat, windows, locks and mirrors, CD player, Big Horn
package, chrome moldings, 20” aluminum wheels, trailer tow package, key-
less entry. List Price $37,875.00.

2008 Chrysler Town & Country Touring Wagon — Clear water blue with
gray leather 7 passenger quad seating with Stow N’ Go, 3.8 V-6, 6 speed au-
tomatic, dual control climate control with air and heating, tilt, speed control,
power seats, windows, locks and mirrors, stereo w/CD player, dual DVD
entertainment group, power side doors and lift gate, sunscreen glass, alumi-
num wheels, keyless entry. List Price $32,500.00.

INCLUDES LIFETIME DRIVETRAIN WARRANTY
OR REBATES THAT ARE UNBELIEVABLE!

“Faw”Better Deal

FAW GARAGE

Countryside Veterinary Clinic The Norton Telegram Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
of Oberlin, P.A. Your Local Newspaper Come dJoin Us for Our Mini-Van Store — Phone 308-962-7415
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn) 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Service Hours: Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808 Phone 785-877-3361 Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert Thursday, Friday: 8:00-6:00; Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M. Fax: 785-877-3732 FREE COFFEE or TEA Website www.fawbetterdeal.com

24-Hour Emergency Service Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359

We accept approved personal checks, and Visa/MasterCard
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