State official says Kansas
‘gold mine’ is in the sky

By John Van Nostrand
Colby Free Press Publisher
jvannostrand@nwkansas.com

California, Colorado and the
Black Hills of South Dakota all
have gold in their respective his-
tories. Kansas Lt. Gov. Mark Par-
kinson said Kansas can also have
a gold mine, but people won’t be
digging in the ground to find it.

They will be looking up.

Parkinson said Kansas can
benefit from the development of
wind-generated electricity.

“It would be like a gold rush to
the middle of the country,” he said.
Parkinson was a featured speaker
atthe Colby Wind Summit held at
City Limits Convention Center.

“This would be the biggestboon
ever, in my lifetime, in western
Kansas,” he said.

Parkinson said research shows
winds are strong enough to turn
turbines to generate electricity
throughout western Kansas, spe-
cifically the counties that border
Colorado. With continually in-
creasing costs of other forms of
energy, like oil, natural gas and
coal, he said wind is becoming a
more attractive way to generate
electricity.

He said Kansas currently has 3
percentof all of its electricity gen-
erated by wind. In her 2007 state
of the state address, Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius said her goal is tohave 10
percent produced by 2010 and 20
percent by 2020.

Parkinson said other states have
more wind-generated electricity
than Kansas.

“Why is Kansas behind the
times,” Parkinson asked.

The challenges Kansas faces
to increase wind generated elec-
tricity include location for wind

generation, utility providers to
purchase the electricity and trans-
mission lines.

“The first step is to find a great
site,” he said. “The hardest step is
to get a utility to buy it, by far the
most difficult.”

Parkinson said studies, which
may take up to four years to finish,
are underway to improve electric
transmission lines. One proposal
istoinstall transmission lines from
wind projects near Spearville east
to Wichita and north into Nebraska
toconnect with other transmission
lines. He said a cost estimate for
transmission line construction is
$1 million per mile.

Parkinson also said some wind
and utility officials have a per-
ception Kansas is an anti-wind
state and feared it is not an eco-
nomically feasible idea in Kansas.
Parkinson said the only area he
knows of that is off-limits for
wind turbines are the Flint Hills,
a popular, scenic area.

Parkinson said wind turbines
will increase in Kansas once
environmentalists, utilities and
consumer advocacy groups come
together in an unprecedented way
to make more wind turbines pro-
ductive in Kansas.

Some western Kansas locations
are in the early stages of wind
generation. Projects in Gray and
Ford counties already can produce
a combined 212 megawatts. Of
all the wind projects in the state,
including the ones planned for
this year, they total producing up
to 1,013 megawatts.

Those megawatts also produce
dollars.

“One thousand megawatts costs
$200 million with long-term land
leases and jobs,” he said. Kansas

®

is the seventh state in the country
able to produce more than 1,000
megawatts.

“Kansas wind right now, for
the most part, is used by Kansas.
There is potential to sell to other
states.”

He said more people should
utilize the winds in Kansas should
certain things happen. He said
those three issues are when wind
generation is economically com-
petitive to coal-based electricity;
Congress passes a law to force all
electric utilities to have a certain
percentage of electricity produced
by renewable sources and Con-
gress passes a carbon tax.

Parkinson said wind-based
electricity is becoming more
competitive with coal.

“This map shows why we are
soexcited,” Parkinson said point-
ing to places in extreme western
Kansas where winds are usually
the strongest in the state.

“I remember when wheat was
$4. Things are also looking up in
energy,” he said.

After the summit, Parkinson
commented how wind projects
relate to the debated, proposed
coal-fired electric plants near
Holcomb.

“Western Kansas does need
base-load power,” he said.

With proposals to sell the electric-
ity from the Holcomb plants to out
of state customers, Parkinson said
western Kansas will still need a
source of electricity.

The summit was sponsored
by National Renewable Energy
Laboratory, Kansas Rural Center,
Northwest Kansas Planning and
Development Commission and
the Thomas County Economic
Development Alliance.

Teacher’s ‘Lava Lamp’ article published

An article by Todd Leif, Cloud
County Community College
physics instructor and science
department chair, appears in the
April, 2008 edition of The Physics
Teacher magazine.

The article is entitled, “Lava
Lamp.”

The publication is circulated
by the American Association of
Physics Teachers.

The publication’s cover also
features a photographic example
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Cottonwood Ranch Sheep

Dog Trials

May 3-4

Sheep dogs round up herds of merino sheep,
the same breed raised by the Pratt family in
the late 1800's at Cottonwood Ranch. (785)
627-5866, www.kshs.org/places/cottonwood

Wichita River Festival
May 9-17

Nine days of activities & concerts.
Downtown Wichita

(316) 2672817
www.wichitafestivals.com

Wild About Moms!

May 10-11

Celebrate Mother's Day!

Quilt show plus free shortcake & geraniums.
Rolling Hills Wildlife Adventure, Salina
(785) 827-9488, www.rollinghillswildlife.org

Derby Days Festival

May 30-June 1

Carnival rides, KidFest, parade, Shopfest, dog
show, music & more.

Derby High School

www.derbydaysks.com

Old Shawnee Days!

June 5-8

Free weekend-long entertainment for the entire
family. Concerts, carnival, parade & confests.
Shawnee

(913) 631-5200, www.oldshawneedays.org

Frontier Western Celebration
June 13-15

World famous Budweiser Clydesdales, extreme

bull blowout, Jerrod Niemann and Rissi Palmer
in concert, heritage events & cowboy church.

El Dorado, www.eldoradomainstreet.org
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of a Cloud County Community
College student’s work.

Leif writes about the classroom
experience of bringingalLavaLite
lamp into his spring semester col-
lege physics course.

Student interest in the “retro”
movement of the 1960s provided
Leif the impetus for the article.

“It is an example of how an in-
structor can integrate ‘real world’
objectsintoeveryday instruction,”
Leif said.

“Physics education reform is
also examining ideas from the
‘retro” world of science,” he
added.

“The world of physics teaching
is cyclic, like a swinging pendu-
lum.”

The full article is available on-
line at www.cloud.edu, General
Information, Cloud News.

For more information, contact
Leif at (800) 729-5101, exten-
sion.216.

_ IETS TALK—

COLORADQ

THE ONLY THING BETTER THAN A TRIP TO
COLORADO IS A FREE TRIP TO COLORADO.

Let's talk excitement. Let's talk adventure. Let's talk Colorado.

Enter today for your chance to win 1 of 5 amazing
Colorado vacations at COLORADO.COM.

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

KIDNEY FAILURE LINKED TO
DRUG USED DURING SURGERY

Trasylol®, a drug used to control bleeding during surgery,
has been linked to Kidney failure, dialysis and death.
If you or a loved one had surgery and then developed
Kidney failure, call us now at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a
free consultation. We practice law only in Arizona, but
associate with lawyers throughout the country.
GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE

| (1-800-843-3245)
M www. 1800theeagle.com

785-737-2102 ® www.mwch.com

"7CDs Should be Part of
Your Growth Plan

Go green. Come talk to us about Certificates of Deposit (CDs). CDs offer risk-free
growth at very competitive fixed rates. They establish a dependable growth plan,
covered by FDIC insured safety. Stop by our Palco office and let us dig into the
details of the rates and terms offered with our current CD packages.

Midwest Community

402 Main Street
Palco, KS 67657
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Troopers

Be careful
when passing

(Continued from Page 1)

of you, you will see it in time to
stop or safely steer your car away
from the danger.

* Use extra caution when pass-
ing a large truck. After you pass
a large truck, do not pull your car
back into its traffic lane until you
seeits headlightsin yourrearview
mirror. Leaving this extra distance
gives the truck driver time to slow
down or stop if something is hap-
pening on the highway ahead.

* Always remember that a
loaded tractor-trailer or semi truck
needs as much as 100 yards — the
length of a football field — to
come to a complete stop. No mat-
ter how crowded the highway,
make sure to maintain this safe
distance. If the truck driver ig-
nores this margin of safety and
follows your car too closely, do
not take a chance. Move your car
into another traffic lane.

* Always use your turn signal
when changing lanes. Drivers
around you need to know what you
are doing so they can maintain a
safe driving distance.

* Always use seatbelts and
child safety seats when appro-
priate. This is your best defense
against injury and death should
you become involved in a motor
vehicle crash.

Area college
plans revue

Cloud County Community Col-
lege students involved in Concor-
dia campus music, drama and art
groups will present the firstannual
“Cloud Burst Revue” on April 30
and May 1 at the college’s Cook
Theatre.

The revue begins at 7 p.m. and
is free to the public.

Performing will be Rolling
Thunder Pep Band, Great Society
Singers, Thunderbolt Dance Team
and Cloud Circle Drama Players.
Works by graphic design students
also will be on display.

GUNS, GUNS, GUNS

KNIVES, AMMO, CASES
SHOULDER HOLSTERS

BUOUOYING

*$10,000.00

GUNS, OLD, MODERN & ANTIQUE

B (ANSAS COLISEUM

GUN & KNIFE
SH@W & SALE

IMAY 3 & 4|

SAT. 9-5 SUN. 9-3
BB-GUNS, JAPANESE SWORDS
WI c H I T A GERMAN WAR RELICS & KNIVES
INFO: 913-345-9432
City Manager

City of Osage City, Kansas

City seeks city manager for attractive, full-service community of 3,000 residents. Small-town
charm and urban amenities nearby. Stable population and manufacturing-based economy.
Annual budget $12.8 million and 35 employees. Manager responsible for appointing and re-
moving department heads; overseeing service delivery; preparing budget; making policy rec-
ommendations and executing Council decisions. Two years experience in state or local gov-
ernment; bachelors degree in public administration or related field; and budgeting experience
required. Three years experience as city manager or assistant manager; masters degree;
utility experience and ICMA membership preferred. Application letter including salary history,
resume, and three work-related references in confidence to: mflentie@austinpeters.com; or
543 N. Birkdale Court, Wichita, KS, 67230; or fax: 913-851-7529. Preference to applications
received before May 9. Finalists’ resumes subject to public disclosure. Recruitment profile:
www.osagecity.com.
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Receives Less Than

After years of budget growth, Legislative
leaders pledged to increase spending by
no more than 5%. But they can do better.
Ask your Kansas legislator to set priorities
and justify their budget programs,and -~

keep the spending increase at 3.5%. :
9 7%
Paid for by Americans for Prosperity. A_

LEARN MORE AT:

www.kansasoverspending.com
o]

We Wanit YOU
to save on your
MORTON”” Building!

a

Need a break from the IRS?

A provision of the 2008 Tax Stimulus package may allow farmers and small business owners
to take a special tax deduction if a new building is purchased and put into service between
January 1 and December 31, 2008. Check with your tax advisor to see if you qualify.

8 offices serving Kansas

SHORTON, *“soc.aarirase

*Photo is for illustrative purposes only and may contain optional or non-stock features not included in price.
Price shown is subject to change without notice.

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all residents for a
short time. Please call immediately if you are interested in
having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE ARE NOW IN YOUR AREA

Parking Lots ® Parking Drives ® Long Lanes

RECEIVE

We Do House Driveways

v Driveways Custom Installed

v Resurfacing Over Old Asphalt and Concrete
v Driveways Widened for Additional Parking

v We Lay Blacktop Pads for Boat & R.V. Parking
v Commercial Parking Lots

v Grading Basework

15%
OFF

WITH THIS
FLYER

Maybe you have a big area you would love to have blacktopped but
can't afford to pave the whole thing right now. We install partial drive-
ways. We can pave an area by your house just big enough to park
your vehicles on, or, we can install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer?
And a Mud Hole in the Winter?
DON'T FUSS - CALL US!

Free Estimates ¢ Fast Service * Quality Work

1-888-262-0242
Statewide Paving
and Dirt Work

Our Promise to You: We will beat any other
licensed asphalt contractor’s written bid
for the same job, if we do the job

Maybe your Asphalt Surface
just needs Sealcoating
LOOK FOR THESE SIGNS!
Cracking - Raveling
0il Damage

QUR ASPHALT SEALER
Protects -Beautifies
Preserves
Renews Old Damaged
Asphalt Surfaces

Free Estimates ¢ Fast Service * Quality Work
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