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“Why” .. ... By Mike Sander,
Student Minister, Norton Christian Church

Why would an oth-
erwise “normal” truck
driver walk into an Amish
schoolhouse a few years
ago and execute innocent
children? Why would,
justa week earlier, anoth-
ermaninastate thousands
of miles away shoot and
kill an innocent girl in a
tiny mountain school?

Teenagers and adults
alike are asking these hard
questions and more all
across our nation every-
day. And there is no easy
answer. As amatter of fact
there is no single answer.
These kinds of man-made
tragedies are not usually
the result of just one fac-
tor but many that collide
at a single point in time.
These factors can range
fromrepressed childhood
memories to mounting
stress in amarriage to 1S0-
lation to a whole slew of
mental disorders. Suppos-
edly the truck driver who
destroyed these innocent
young Amish kids had
some kind of a vendetta
against girls for some-
thing thathad happened to
him twenty years ago.

Whatever.

Asaminister of the gos-
pelof Jesus Christitis not
my job to psychoanalyze
psychotics but to offer
hope in the midst of pro-
found evil. So where is

the hope?

Itisinthe courageous spirit
of the survivors of such trag-
edies. As they fight their
way through their fears and
work their way through their
loss, they become a shining
example of what it means to

It is in the determina-
tion that something can be
done to change the hearts
of men, even evil men. That
something has to be more
than what the medical es-
tablishment can accomplish
through medication, the

complish through therapy
and the government can
accomplish through in-
carceration. The problem
of evil is that it is beyond
the grasp of what any of
these can touch. It goes
much deeper than any

overcome.

psychiatry world can ac-

psychologist or doctor
can probe.
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" Plenty for All

Thoreau once said, “For
“yi'+| everythousandhackingat
| theleaves of evil, one is
| hacking at the root.” The
«| only one who can truly
» | hack at the root of evil is
' the Creator himself.
e Because ultimately evil
is a spiritual problem it
can only be answered
with a spiritual solution.
Jesus Christ provided
this solution forevil when
he allowed himself to be
murdered for the sins of
humanity. His death pro-
vides the forgiveness of

for food.

—

fill our spirit. That place is our house of worship!

There is plenty for all!

Birds flock to the feeder when it is full. They gather to eat the seeds,
wings fluttering, beaks chirping. God gives birds the instinct to forage

God gives us instincts, too; we know we need food for nourishment, but
we also want to fulfill our needs for human interaction and spiritual
awareness. As He provides for the birds, God provides us with even more.
He gives us strength to gather our daily bread and He gives us a source of
food for our soul...a place where we can gather in community and joyfully

Won’t you visit God’s house and replenish your strength with the seed
He has sown? With the seed of God’s word planted in you and a
community of worshippers to support you, all your needs will be fulfilled.

sins for all who accept it
by faith. His resurrection
provides hope that we too
one day shall rise fromthe
ashes of this broken, sin-
ful world into a real and
everlasting hope.

My prayers go out for
past victims and their
families. My hope is that
the good news of Jesus
and the strong will of the
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NEWS

By FLETA HANLON

Joe and Virginia McMillin of
Delia; Connie and Stan Zapac,
Voluntown, Conn.; Debra Bry-
ant, Topeka; and Lyle and Nancy
Engelhardt, Aurora, Colo., spent
March 10to 12 with Fleta Hanlon,
Mark McMillin and Chaim, Al-
mena; Mike, Candy and Charles
Brown, Norton. They were here
for the memorial service held
for Lowell Bryant at the Norton
Christian Church. Burial was in
the Norton Cemetery.

Fleta Hanlon and Chaim Mc-
Millin spent spring break with
his grandparents, Virginiaand Joe
McMillin and his Uncle Kevin in
Delia. They also visited Debra
Bryant in Topeka and Brad and
Laurie McMillin and family in
Wamego.

March 20, they took aside trip to
Chapman to visit Cliff and Jonetta
Rector and other friends. Fletahad
lived in Chapman for eight years
before transferring to Topeka with
Southwestern Bell. She was also

JENNING

able to visit with friends in St.
Mary’s where she lived before
moving to Almena. She and her
nephew returned Sunday after
spending Easter with his Uncle
Brad and family in Wamego.

The Almena Junior PRIDE
is very proud to finally get their
“Welcome To Almena” signs up.
They have worked on them for
the past two years. It was a long
process to get approval from the
city council and the state highway.
The design was approved by both
and painted last year on Clean-Up
Day. Priortothat, they had sanded
and painted the background. A pic-
ture of the sign and location had to
be approved by the State. A fee of
$250 had to be paid for a license.
After installation, the State came
again to inspect the location and
approve it.

The members drew the design,
sponsored a pancake supper and
paid for the supplies. The com-
munity recognizes them for all
their hard work.
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survivors will lead to an
eradication of such future
events.

THE SPONSORS
OF THIS CHURCH

PAGE DO SO WITH PRIDE
IN OUR COMMUNITY

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-Noon

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm *Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

VOSS SIDING
Quality at an Affordable Price
*Vinyl Siding * Steel Siding
*Windows * Doors

1-866-844-4361 Toll Free * 785-871-7020 Cell

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Norton, Kansas - Free Estimates 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer General Contractors
Russell Stover Candies Sales and Applications Butler Buildings
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas *Terracing *Dozer Work * Ponds Equipment Rental
Phone 785-877-2721 Route 1 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Route 3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-2554
Ag Valley Sander First State Bank
Co-operative Furniture and Gifts “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - Bradley and Kim Sander 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 301 W. Holme - Norton - 785-877-4974 Phone 785-877-3341
Norton Security Abstract Company Norton Flowers,
Shop and Save Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Gifts and Greenhouse
“Your Local Affiliated *Home Loans Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Full Service Grocer” Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141 209 N. Kansas - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-877-3345
Hardy Construction American Don’s Floor Covering
New Construction * Concrete Family Insurance Residential and Commercial

Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Seamless Guttering —

Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial

*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums

By LOUISE CRESSLER

Terri Hanke, Jennings, was part
of a group of 16 members of the
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Nor-
ton, who went to Juarez, Mexico,
March 15-20. The group joined
others in Garden City. A total of
70 people built a two-room home
for a family of five; a two-room
home for a family of three and a
four-room home for a family of
seven. The community is called
“Granjasmdel Desierto” and has
no roads, no reliable electricity
and no plumbing.

The three houses were built with
“people power” without the aid of
power tools. They replaced the ex-
isting dirt floors and cardboard and
plywood structures with cement
floors, sturdy stucco walls and real
doors and windows. The group
spent nights in the AMORE Min-
istries Campsite in tents and got to
experience outdoor cooking and
cold water bucket baths firsthand.
Their volunteer group ranged in
age from 10 to 68 years.

Stanand Ramona Shaw enjoyed
Easter Sunday dinner at the home
of Carol Shaw, Selden. Additional
dinner guests were: Scott and
Janet Shaw, Hoxie; Chris and An-
drea Graham, Palco; Laura Shaw
and Tucker Sexson, Weskan; Ron
Shaw, Rick and Tammy Shaw
and Corey, Steve Shaw, Selden;

and Jessica Shaw, Colby, were
afternoon visitors.

Curt and Valerie Brown, Mil-
lie and Dashiell, Quinter, held a
birthday party at their home for
Kaye Brown on Saturday. Others
attending were Kara and Gordon
Kuntz, Katherine and Zachary,
Hays; Galen and Eleanor Au-
gustine and Ben, Lenora; Doyle
Brown and Joel Kuchera and
Chase, Quinter.

Kara and Gordon Kuntz, Kath-
erine and Zachary, Hays, were
Easter Sunday guests of Kaye and
Doyle Brown.

Approximately 20 people at-
tended the Easter breakfast at
the Jennings United Methodist
Church. Sunday services followed
the breakfast.

United Methodist Women will
meet April 2 at 2 p.m. Marguerite
Curry, Connecting Link, will give
the program. Devotions will be
by Helen Rhodes and Roll Call
will be “Favorite Spring Flower”.
Hostess is Kaye Brown.

The floor of the Community
Hallis being sanded by the Norton
Correctional men in preparation
for a polyurethane finish. The
community appreciates all the
work the men do for us.

Controlled burning within the
city limits of Jennings was allowed
through Wednesday, March 26.

LYLENEWS

By VEDAWOOD

Lyle Methodist ladies met
March 11 to sew and sort cloth-
ing donated to them.

Veda Wood spent Monday to
Tuesday noon visiting Dwight
and Teresa Wood and Sheryl
Patterson. Teresa is now doing
Dwight’s hemo-dialysis at home
and his foot is healing well.

The Liberty Star club met
March 12 with Kathy Van Meter
as hostess. Carolyn Plotts had a
program on John Philip Sousa;

Cathy Anthony had a fun game,
trying the dexterity of our fingers,
and if Toots could have kept Veda
from joggling the table, it may
have been more fair, but not more
fun. Kathy served a delicious
lunch.

Sheryl Pattersonreceived word
that Twila (Van Gundy) Vernon
had been in the hospital, but is
now home.

Margaret Magers and June Jolly
played in the pinochle tournament
at Norton on Sunday evening.

NEW ALMELO

By BETTY OTTER

Marion and Marilyn Otter at-
tended the confirmation in the
Catholic Church of their grand-
son, Robert Kessler, at Lakin on
March 9.

Funeral services were held
March 11 for Mary Calhoon, 90,
at St. Joseph Chruch. Father Vin-
cent Thu Laing was the celebrant.
Burial wasin St. Joseph Cemetery.
Mary was born to William and
Jane Donnely. She and Leonard
Calhoon were married in 1935.
They were the parents of a son,
Leland.

Leland died in April of 2000, and
Leonard died in October of 2001.

Survivors include three grand-
daughters, Jane, Robin and Mary;
eight great-grandchildren; and one
sister, Patricia Munsay, LaVerne,
Calif.

Adrian Streit and Jo Hessig
are spending a few days in New
Almelo.

Rose Mary (Hickert) Lewis and
her husband, Marvin Lewis, spent
a few days in the New Almelo
area. They had attended the fu-
neral of her sister, Rita Law, in
Ellinwood.

The paper you read

877-3892 or 871-0832 - Lee Hardy
Ask Us About Durable Alternative to Vinyl or Metal Siding

“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

for the news you need!

Countryside Veterinary Clinic The Norton Telegram Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
of Oberlin, P.A. Your Local Newspaper Come Join Us for Our THE NORTON
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn) 215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” T
785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808 Phone 785-877-3361 Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert ELEG RAM
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M. Fax: 785-877-3732 FREE COFFEE or TEA

24-Hour Emergency Service

Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359
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