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Attend Church Reqularly

.nd read your Bible daily

AT

WEEKLY SERMONETTE

By Pastor Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Church, Norton

Be Holy: We have just people feel good about them-
selves but to give God’s chil-
dren an opportunity to become
increasingly holy. In our day of
social Christianity, the newest tion” —
this coming year. The Holy fads and latest programs have
produced carnal Christians. If
the apostle Paul were alive, his
letters to many churches today

entered into the year 2008.
God clearly gives instruc-
tions to His children about
what they are to focus on

Spirit inspired the apos-
tle Peter to write to God’s
elect — those who are cho-
sen by God through the
sanctifying work of the
Holy Spirit for obedience
to Jesus Christ (1 Peter
1:1-2). The goal God has
set before Christians is
high, yet attainable. “...
Prepare your minds for
action; be self-controlled;
setyour hope fully on the
gracetobe givenwhen Je-
susisrevealed. Asobedi-
ent children, do not con-
form to the evil desires
you had when you lived
in ignorance. But just as
Hewho called you is holy,
so be holy in all you do;
for it is written: ‘Be holy,
because I am holy.” ” (1
Peter 1:13-15)

The writer of the Book
of Hebrews, while warn-
ing against falling away
from the faith, rebuked
his readers for still being
spiritual infants. Many
Christians continually
need someone to remind
them of the elementary
truths of God’s Word.
Messages on forgive-
ness and salvation are
most certainly Bibli-
cal, however they alone

would mirror his epistle rebuk- C
ing the first century worldly apart or different from.
Corinthian church.

“Holy,” “saint,” “sanctifica-
all three of these words
have been translated from one
Greek word that is difficult to
translate into English. Its gist,

means to be separated, set

Morally, it means to be
striving heartily after God’s
purity and righteousness
instead of seeking after
the ways of the world and
the things in it. A Christian

however, is easy to grasp — it Whoissetapart for the Lord

Are You Ready_

lives hislife in away that
pleases God. He uses his
talents and the things
that God has given him
to glorify Jesus Christ, not
himself or the church he
attends.

People are often guilty
of perceiving “church”
to be just another club
in town competing for
numbers or a building
where lots of programs
are held. Rather, they
{ should come to know
that “church” is people
who havereceived Christ
into their hearts and who
are being changed into
His image through the
illumination of the Holy
Spirit and the written
Word of God. Jesus is the
Head, the church is His

tdnight...New Year's Eve. The clock counts down; this is
the moment you've been waiting for. Cenfetti flles!
Loughter resounds! Resolutions hove been made, this yeor w
different. Are you reqdy?
Life is unpredictable and reality may attempt to weaken yoer
resalve. This yewr can be different aith God's help. You can keep
those resabutions aith the strength that God frovides, long after

Body.

The Bible instructs
Christians to always
conduct themselves in
will be a manner worthy of the
gospel (Php. 1:27). Paul
wrote, “Count yourself
dead to sin but alive to
God in Christ Jesus. Sin
isnotto be your master.”
(Rom. 6:11,14)

NORTON MANOR

By DORIS MIZELL

Clara Shewey went to her son
Jimmie’s on Dec. 24 and her
son Gerald was there from Dav-
enport, lowa, and also her son
George.

Others there that afternoon
were Jimmie’s girl and her hus-
band and two little ones; Shawn
and his girl friend and Rosie
Lentz from Almena. Some went
home to go to work and Jimmie
fixed the complete dinner for
nine at noon and three for sup-
per. The next day Clara went to
Karen Anderson’s, Prairie View,
where all of Karen’s children
were home. On Dec. 27 she went
toRosie’s for dinner where there
were 16 present. She returned
home that evening.

Mildred Schwab spent most
of Monday and Tuesday with
the Wayne MCallisters at Nor-
catur. Mike McCallister from
Hays was home. Rob and Dodie
and Matthew McCallister, Hol-
comb, came Monday. The men
needed to get home to work on
Wednesday so all left in a hurry
Christmas afternoon when they
reported whatmightbe ablizzard
was coming in. We allhad a good
Christmas dinner at Wayne and
Norma’s. Lots of good food and
visiting. Mike brought Grandma
Schwab back home on his way
back to Hays.

Robert and Dawn Pauley,
James and Lena Skrdlants’
daughter and son-in-law, came
Christmas Day and cooked the
dinner for the four of them.
They had a phone call from their
daughter Julia and grandson
from Liberal.

Alma Schulze spent Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day with
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Schulze and
family. Additional guests were
Tim Adrian and son Gary from
Colby.

Mary Keith’s family gathered
together Dec. 23 to celebrate
Christ’s birthday at the Norton
Manor. Those attending were Mr.
and Mrs. Tom Murphy of Wilson;
Mr. and Mrs. Shane Murphy and

dom; Mr.and Mrs. Bill Greving,
Mr. and Mrs. Colby Greving,
Prairie View; Mr. and Mrs. Jeff
Navarus and boys, North Platte,
Neb.; Mr. and Mrs. Todd Slavik
and Toree, Long Island.

Bozie and Deloros Bozarth
spent from Sunday, Dec. 23 to
Christmas afternoon in Plainville
at the home of their daughter
Denise and Dave Whisman.
Visitors on Dec. 24 in the morn-
ing were their granddaughter,
Mandi Dobson and children,
Cael and Marlie of Plainville. On
Christmas Eve, Miki Waggoner,
the Bozarths’ granddaughter
and Shawn Smith and children,
Madison Waggoner and Gaige
Smith, hosted a dinner at Miki’s
home in Plainville. Others pres-
entwere grandson Mark and wife
Danniele Waggoner, Plainville;
grandson, Matt and wife Julie
and daughter Kyllor of Salina;
and son Curtis and Marla and
children Hayli and Eli of Nor-
ton.

Mary Schoen entertained
Mary Keith and Mr. and Mrs.
Lee Preston to Christmas Eve
soup supper.

Christmas Day, Mary Keith
joined the Bill Greving family
for a feast and gift exchange.

The Saturday after Christ-
mas Alma Schulze and Donna
Thomas went to Americus, and
spent the night with Mr. and Mrs.
Mike Houston. All of Donna’s
children and families were there.
It was very enjoyable. They came
back Sunday.

Doris Mizell hosted the family
get-together and gift exchange
on Christmas Day at the Manor.
Those attending were Mr. and
Mrs. Dennis McAllister, Clay-
ton; Mr.and Mrs.Jerry Foster,
Jared and Peggy, Jennings; Mr.
and Mrs. Aaron Mizell, Wamego;
Jordan Mizell, Manhattan; Les-
ter Mizell, Mr. and Mrs. Ray
Mizell, Stephen, David and
Jacob, Karlynn Kent and Brian
Volgamore, Norton.

Marie Engelhardt’s visitor
Sunday afternoon was Mildred

won’t mature a believer Mew Year's Day has come and gone. Withoat His help vouw are §  AsaChristian, you are girls of Sioux Fall,S.D.;Mr.and Engelhardt.
in Christ. Christians must helpless as a babw, vet when vou trust in God, you are promised  purchased by the very Mrs. Ed Keith of Almena; Mr. I want to wish everyone a
find teaching that will blood of Christ and your amd Mrs. Royce Bruce of Win- Happy New Year.

take them from milk on
up to the meat of God’s
Word. Solid food is for
those who want to ma-
ture and diligently train

that ...the old has gene, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17)!
gl Spend time with God this vear at your house of worship; let that
Bl be vour first and most tmportant resolution. Walk with God and

&8 vou autll always be ready!

I New Year Resolution for
2008 is a mandate from
God, “Be holy.” The Bible
teaches that if you love
the Lord, then you will
obey His commands (1

themselves to distinguish
what is truly worthwhile

John 5:3). And you have
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God’s promise, He will
faithfully empower you
to live out what He calls
youto—anabundantlife

spiritually from what is
only a lethargic form of
godliness.

The purpose of the

'E'CrossRoads'ﬂ'

church is not to make

of holiness.

The sponsors of this church page do so withpride n our ummniiy

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large & Small Animal Service

801 W. Holme ® Norton ® 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-12

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions

Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstate®Antiques*Households

113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated-

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.

Joe and Janet Felton Toro * Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton 209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton 785-877-4016
Moftet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Russell Stover Candies Terracing ® Dozer Work ® Ponds

102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Ag Valley Co-operative
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme * 874-4974

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”
313 W. Main ® Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 S. Kansas ® Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

Security Abstract Company
Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141

Jolene L. Weiser, owner

Norton Flowers,
Gifts & Greenhouse

Fresh & Silk Arrangements
Trees, Shrubs, Bedding Plants
209 N. Kansas, Norton ~ 877-3345

Hardy Construction
New Construction  Concrete
Roofing Remodeling  Decks
— Seamless Guttering —
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Astk Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 S. Kansas ® Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, PA.

N. Hwy. 83, Obetlin, KS (North of Sale Barn)
785-475-3808 ¢ 1-800-953-3808
MarkR. Olson, D.V.M. ¢ Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.
24-Hour Emergency Service
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS

The Christmas celebrations are over. Now comes that
time of the year when many people make New Year’s
resolutions. With fixed determination they try to achieve
what they have announced at some party. However, they
seldom keep those New Year's resolutions. Why not?

There are three powerful enemies that often work
together to keep us from fulfilling those resolutions: 1.)
The flesh, or better yet, the sinful nature. Paul specifically
describes its power, “I know that nothing good lives in
me, that is, my sinful nature. For | have the desire to do
what is good, but | cannot carry it out.” We inherited this
sinful nature from Adam and Eve and it controls all
unbelievers; 2.) The world, or this world’s system, has a
lot to draw us away from what is good and right—that is
to worship God with all our lives; 3.) The devil. He is real.
He was cast out of heaven for pride and rebellion, and he
led other angelic beings to rebel with him. Peter warns
us, “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5: 8).

With these three adversaries constantly opposing us,
it is easy to understand how most people fail to achieve
or accomplish their resolutions and fulfili commitments.

Jesus warns us that apart from Him we can do nothing
good. Instead, people do what is right in their own eyes
bringing grief, disappointment and destruction into their
own lives and the lives of their families.

The apostie Paul wrote about struggling with sin and
how to overcome it. Sin is overcome only by being born-
again, allowing God’s Holy Spirit to live in us and
surrendering to Him (Rom. 8: 9). Paul described it best
when he wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). These
words are true for every man, woman and child. A person
must have Christ living in them before they can begin to
live a righteous life.

The Bible teaches that Jesus is able to sympathize
with your weaknesses. He has been tempted in every
way, just as you are, yet He was without sin. Jesus is
able to help you overcome sin and set you free from the
bondage of sin. Jesus said, “Everyone who sins is a
slave to sin.” However, He also said, “If the Son sets you
free, you are free indeed” (John 8:34,36). Jesus is not
only able to save you from hell but save you from your
sins in this life as well. When you repent and confess
your sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive you of
your sins and purify you from all unrighteousness.

Jesus also taught that only a few will enter the narrow
gate and walk the narrow road that leads to eternal life.
(Matt. 7:14) Those who have chosen the narrow gate and
walk on the narrow road are those who have accepted
Jesus as personal Savior and Lord. They find themselves
becoming more and more like Christ and living
victoriously over the sin that desires to destroy them and
their relationship with the Lord.

The only New Year's resolution that can withstand the
flesh, the world and the devil, is to resolve to accept
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Will you be one of the
few and receive Him? He is waiting to set you free!

CrossRoads Church, 313 W. Lincoin, Norton, KS (785) Phone 877-2416
www.standatthecrossroads.com — e-mailcrossroads@ruraltel.net
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