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Attend Church Reqularly

.nd read your Bible daily

AT

WEEKLY SERMONETTE

By Jerry Cummings, Pastor of Living Hope Fellowship in Norton

Some time ago I was
listening as the Christ-
mas carol, “O Christmas
Tree” was being played.
I thought about how
it is a beautiful song,

offering for us. I also see
the beauty of the Son of God
as He, of His own free will,
became that sacrifice for
sin. I see the beauty of the
curse which came on the

of God and mankind
was humiliated and de-
feated by the cross.
Andtheseareonly the
beginning. Just think of
how sins are forgiven

sinned, being broken. Also
on this tree is the light of
how death was defeated at
the moment Jesus died. It
is also wonderful to think
of how Satan, the enemy

although I wondered
about singing to
a tree. Although,
I know that the
song is sung to
the traditionally
decorated tree we
use to celebrate,
I thought of an-
other tree which
was made possi-
ble because of the
events of the first
Christmas. This
new baby born in
Bethlehem was
given the nameJe-
sus, which means
Savior. So at His
birth, His name
was pointing to-
ward a “tree” on
which He would
someday die as
the Savior of the
world.

I love the beau-
ty of a Christmas
tree with it’s many
colored lights and
decorations. But,
also for the eyes
of the heart of
the redeemed, is
seen a multifac-
eted beauty in the
“tree” that Jesus
died on.

When I look at
the cross I see the
rich love of our
heavenly Father
as He gave His
only son as a sin
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What is home? Home is the
| place where we live, a place of
rest at the end of the day. Itis
a blend of mortar and
memories, a roof over your

~ | head, the place where you
were raised or feel you belong.
It may be a mansion on a hill
or a cramped apartment in the
city... the house your father
built or the builder’s latest

but only you and your
family call it home. Homeisa

Thousands of years ago, the
psalmists sang praises of the
dwelling place of the Lord
Almighty. King David realized
that through his life and
beyond, being close to God
gave him a sense of home.
With the Lord as his shepherd,
he believed that goodness and
love would follow him and he
would “dwell in the house of
.| the Lord forever” (Psalm 23:6).
| We can feel close to God
when we visit His sanctuary,
our house of worship. It’sa
place where we belong,
another place we can call
home. Take refuge with God in

and forgotten by God
because of this
cross; of how the
sinner iscleansed
inside and out
from the stain of
sin; of how sin’s
power is de-
feated in the life
of the believer;
the wonder of a
new life inside us
which is eternal,
the guilty soul
being declared
“not guilty”; the
healing provid-
ed for soul and
body; God and
Man being rec-
onciled as friends
again; and people
being purchased
for God from sin,
as his treasured
possession.

All these won-
ders are found
in the tree which
was the cross on
which Jesus died.
So as we sit this
Christmas sea-
son (as I like to
do) and gaze at
the beauty of the
Christmas tree,
let’s remember
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the other Christ-
mas tree, the
beautiful tree,
seen only by the
eyes of the re-
deemed heart.

Saturday
Matthew
1.1-17
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The sponsors of this church page do so with pride in our community

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large & Small Animal Service

801 W. Holme ® Norton ® 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-12

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyart
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions

Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstate®Antiques*Households

113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated-

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.

Joe and Janet Felton Toro * Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton 209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton 785-877-4016
Moftet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Russell Stover Candies Terracing ® Dozer Work ® Ponds

102 S. State - 877-2721

- Norton

Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Ag Valley Co-operative
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme * 874-4974

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”
313 W. Main ® Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 S. Kansas ® Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

Security Abstract Company
Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141

Jolene L. Weiser, owner

American Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
Auto * Home * Health * Life * Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111 W. Washington * 877-5802

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q2 Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
— Seamless Guttering —
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy
Astk Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

{j;ﬁrrff”ﬁ fj';(fff’ Herals, “CHe.

Ruby Pflieger and Lynn Ward
785-874-5125 or Toll Free 1-866-873-2252
Fresh/Silk Florals — Gifts — Stained Glass
411 West Holme, Norton, KS

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, PA.

N. Hwy. 83, Obetlin, KS (North of Sale Barn)
785-475-3808 ¢ 1-800-953-3808
MarkR. Olson, D.V.M. ¢ Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.
24-Hour Emergency Service
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Prepare Kit for survival

By DAVID FLOYD
Warning Coordination
Meteorologist

With the holiday travel season
upon us, now is a good time to
put some thought into preparing
a Winter Weather Car Survival
Kit. 1t just might come in handy
should you or your family become
stranded during a winter storm.

The first item to set aside for
your winter weather car survival
kitis a couple old blankets to help
keep you warmif your vehicle gets
stuck in a snow drift. You might
also consider placing a stocking
cap and extra set of gloves in your
kit, which you will appreciate if
you need to change a tire when
the outside temperature is 15
degrees!

Another good item is a flash-
light, and one or two extra sets of
fresh batteries. If you’ve ever tried
to change a tire after dark you’ll
know how valuable this item is. A
flashlight will also come in handy
if you need to signal someone
for help. For a few extra dollars,
consider a flashlight that doesn’t
require batteries, one that you
shake for 30 seconds to get light.

Now add a bright red or orange
cloth to use as a distress flag. This
can be an old red T-shirt, a used
shop rag, or some fabric you have
in storage. During a winter storm
when visibility is poor, a bright
red shirt or rag tied to your car’s
antenna will alertlaw enforcement
that you need assistance.

Okays, it’s time to add a snow
shovel to your kit. Chances are
a shovel you use for gardening
won’treally be needed until spring
and can serve you wellin the trunk
of your car in winter. A shovel

can make the difference between
remaining stranded for hours, or
being able to continue on a jour-
ney. Some department stores even
carry shovels where the handle can
be collapsed to make for easier
storage.

Something else to consider is
something to use for traction, such
assand or catlitter. I carry acouple
one gallon milk cartons filled with
sand from my daughter’s sandbox.
Cat litter also works great. Place
sand or litter under the wheels
and the additional friction may be
enough to help free your vehicle.

Now complete your kit by add-
ing a small amount of non-perish-
able food in the event you become
stranded for any length of time.
Gather some food items which
willnot spoil such as granola bars,
candy bars or beef jerky. Even
small cans of fruit work well if
you remember to get cans which
have a pull top.

Another item to pack is water.
Just fill any type of jug or bottle
with tap water. Another option is
to pack a mug and simply collect
snow for drinking water, but be
careful if you go this route because
the water from melted snow will be
very cold and could actually lower
your body temperature a bit.

Sothere you haveit...your Win-
ter Weather Car Survival Kit. Most
of these items can be placed in a
large plastic bucketoraduffle bag.
Remember the old saying aboutan
ounce of prevention...

Be safe this winter travel sea-
son, and remember to check the
latest weather forecasts and road
conditions before venturing out
this winter at www.weather.gov/
goodland.

State holds design contest

Ever notice how unique some
states’ license plates are? If you
think you could create a new
design for Kansas’ personalized
license plates you should get your
entry in by Dec. 31.

The competition is open to all
Kansas citizens. A panel of judges
from across the state will narrow
the submissions toalist of three fi-
nalists by the middle of January.

A sample plate for each of the
finalists will be posted on the www.
ksrevenue.org website and Kansas
citizens will be invited to vote for

their favorite plate from Feb. 1 to
Feb. 28. The website also contains
a detailed listing of the specifica-
tions. The winning design will be
announced in March.

Entries must be postmarked by
Dec. 31. Mail entries to: Bonnie
Brown, Director of Vehicles Of-
fice, Kansas Department of Rev-
enue, 915 SW Harrison, Room
162 S, Topeka, Kan. 66626.

The new personalized license
plate is scheduled for production
in 2010 and will replace the cur-
rent plate featuring a buffalo.
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
ON
GRASPING THE HEART OF

GoD’S LOVE

There is so much that comes at us especially this
time of the year. Before we know it Christmas day
is here and it seems that we just did not get
prepared to celebrate it as we had hoped. The
world’s way of celebrating Christmas sometimes
has a way of keeping us from enjoying the Lord
Jesus’ birthday in spirit and truth.

If you want to grasp true joy during the Christmas
imperative that you catch the
significance in how God showed love by giving
God gave His Son and Christ came
willingly—true expressions of sacrificial love.

To help you grasp this love, Pastor Terry Laughlin
has put together a message titled:

CHRISTMAS LOVE
THE LOVE OF GOD,
CHRIST GIVEN

Conditions God Sent His Son Into
Expression of True Love

Giving Us His One and Only Son

message is in
Word™)
formats. Go to our website and find the button
“Messages” and go to the heading “Christmas” and
look for the series “The Cast of Christmas.” If you
are not comfortable with websites just contact us
and we will get this material to you FREE. Make
plans to read this powerful teaching from God’s
Word. Praying the Lord’s best for you.

complete
and spoken

transcript
(MP3)

Pastor Towry L. Lagfline

CrossRoads Church, 313 W. Lincoln, Norton, KS (785)
Phone 877-2416
www.standatthecrossroads.com
e-mail crossroads@ruraltel.net
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