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County reviews revitalization plan

Hill City
101 E. MAIN

785-421-6245

Limited-time offer at participating locations. Requires 2-year service agreement. Other restrictions apply.
Terms and conditions are available at Authorized Agent locations or www.alltel.com 

Norton
107 E. MAIN

785-874-4718

Plainville
200 W. MILL

785-434-2126

STOP IN TODAY AT ONE OF OUR THREE LOCATIONS:

 Inc.
TOLL FREE
866-944-

5225

UTStarcom CDM8630AL

With easy-to-use keys and an easy-to-read 
screen, this slim, pocket-perfect phone 
makes it easy for you to stay in touch. In-
cluded are voice-activated dialing and a 
speakerphone for hands-free calling. And 
with a backlit keypad, large font display and 
easy-to-program shortcut keys, this phone is 
a no-nonsense option for frequent calling. 

Sale Price - $19.99* with a $50.00 mail in rebate
*New 2-Year Contract Price

PREMIER PHONE FEATURES: •Easy to use keys •Easy to 
read screen and large font •Speakerphone •Voice-activat-
ed dialing •32 polyphonic ringtones
TOOLS AND GADGETS: •Calendar •Alarm Clock •Calcu-
lator
AXCESSSM FEATURES: •Messaging capabilities: Text

The CDM8630AL is a practical
phone that keeps calling simple!

THIRD ANNUAL

10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. — Refreshments Will Be Served — Drawings Every Hour

Location: E. Hwy. 36, Norton • North of Goodyear

874-4367
elleven

Discounts on all Products and Appointments Booked that Day
CLEARANCE SALE ON GIFT ITEMS

Be sure to register for a Day of Beauty when you book an appointment or make a purchase

Friday, November 9

Come see our newest addition and help us welcome Elicia Worcester to Our Shop
Take advantage of this
great opportunity to do

your Christmas Shopping

The Best Kept Secret is

Norton Manor
Apartments
Come in and Apply

Today or Call at

877-2714
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Agronomy Up Front® and Golden HarvestÆ are registered trademarks of Golden Harvest Seeds, Inc.

Take advantage of the brand that is
Farmer Tested, Farmer Trusted

and Farmer Delivered. 
Take advantage with Golden Harvest. 

To schedule a meeting, contact
Jonathan Furasek at (785) 221-6000

www.goldenharvestseeds.com
800-9GH-SEED

GOLDEN HARVEST®

DEALER WANTED

• Increase Your PROFIT Potential

• Be a LEADER in Your Community

• Share AGRONOMY UP FRONT® Information With
Your Neighbors

• Own Your Own FLEXIBLE Business

By VERONICA MONIER
vmonier@nwkansas.com

Norton County is looking at a 
tax rebate program.

Diane Becker, Norton County 
Economic Development director, 
said the Norton County Commis-
sion is looking at the Neighbor-
hood Revitalization Plan, which 
is a property tax rebate program. 
The commission is planning 
a public hearing on the plan at 
11 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 13 
in the commission room at the 
courthouse to listen to public 
comment.

After that, they will look at 
passing the plan in the county.

Ms. Becker said that if passed, 
people who apply for the plan 
have the opportunity to get a 
rebate on a portion of their prop-
erty taxes. The rebate covers new 
construction or improvements to 
existing property over $10,000.

It’s important to note, she said, 
that it is not $10,000 worth of 
construction costs, but rather 
$10,000 of increased property 
value, which is determined by the 
county appraiser.

Residential property is capped 

at $50,000 and commercial, ag-
riculture, recreational and in-
dustrial property are capped at 
$250,000.

The rebates are done on a slid-
ing scale for a 10 year period, she 
said. People meeting the require-
ments would get a 100 percent 
rebate on the added value in the 
first year and a 10 percent rebate 
in the tenth year. It decreases by 
10 percent each year.

For example, she said, in a 
Norton residential area, taxes on 
$10,000 would be approximately 
$185 and taxes on $50,000 would 
be about $925. On commercial 
property, taxes on $10,000 would 
be about $400 and on $250,000 
would be approximately $10,040. 
So, for a $10,000 increase in 
a residential property value, a 
rebate in the first year would be 
about $185.

The way the rebate works is 
people will pay their property 
taxes and then receive a rebate 
check the following June.

In order for the plan to be en-
acted in Norton County, it has 
to be passed by the commission. 
And then all the taxing entities 

in the county have to agree to 
participate, which includes all 
school boards, cemetery boards, 
library boards, townships, and 
fire districts.

If they don’t agree but the com-
mission passes the plan, it will 
still be in effect, but the rebate 
will be smaller.

“We’re really hoping everyone 
will see the good in this,” Ms. 
Becker said. “In Kansas, there are 
53 counties who have some form 
of the plan. We’ve thoroughly 
researched to make sure we have 
the best possible plan here.”

The goal of the plan, which was 
originally created in 1994, is to 
increase the tax base in the long-
term, she said.

“I think it’s going to be great 
for the county,” she said. “It pro-
vides an incentive for expansion 
and revitalization of the entire 
county.”

For more information, people 
can view the Neighborhood Re-
vitalization Plan in its entirety 
at www.discoverNorton.com or 
they can call Ms. Becker at the 
economic development office at 
(785) 874-4816.

Andbe Home administrator Kent Blake put a “dollop” of ice 
cream on slices of apple pie at Monday evening’s Fall Festival 
at the home. Carrying the serving tray was dietary staff person 
JoAnn Philippi. 	          — Telegram photo by Vicki Henderson

Residents of the Andbe Home entertained guests with an exercise routine called “Ageless 
Aerobic Arena”. In addition to the scarves pictured, they also used paper plates for part of 
their routine. 						                — Telegram photo by Vicki Henderson

By CAROLYN PLOTTS
cplotts@nwkansas.com

Monday evening friends and 
families celebrated the annual 
Fall Festival with residents of the 
Norton Andbe Home. The dietary 
staff prepared homemade chicken 
and noodle and chili soups along 
with apple pie and ice cream for 
dessert.

The evening included a program 
by the residents called, “Ageless 
Aerobic Arena”. Part of the pro-
gram featured colorful scarves 
which the residents moved in a 
choreographed routine. Another 
part included paper plates. The 
audience was invited to participate 
in another routine called, “Lone-
some Trail”.

Darlene McEwen, Resident 
Resource Coordinator, explained 
to the guests that the routines are 
part of the residents regular exer-
cise program held on Tuesdays. 

Residents 
celebrate with
fall festival

She said the routines take half an 
hour to perform and encourage 
movement.

Following the program, a draw-
ing was held for an Irish Chain 
quilt made by the residents. Don 
McMullen was the winner. Gar-

ret Kasl, Topeka, won an afghan 
made by Pauline Goeken and 
quilted pot holders were won by 
Mary Ann Hager.

Proceeds from the evening 
went to the activity fund at the 
Andbe Home.

Food to be 
distributed

Students, inmates show support for God’s Pantry
By VERONICA MONIER
vmonier@nwkansas.com

God’s Pantry has been busy 
this year.

The Pantry is a service pro-
vided by volunteers from the 
Trinity Episcopal Church and 
the community-at-large. Com-
munity members donate food 
and money to the Pantry, which is 
run by church volunteers, to help 
people who are in need of a little 
extra food.

Elaine Mann, a volunteer with 
God’s Pantry, said so far this year, 
they’ve served 177 people and still 
have the holidays to get through. 
Last year, for the whole year, they 
served 193.

The Pantry, she said, is for emer-
gencies and so people are usually 
allowed to come in and get food 
three times in a six-month time 
frame. But, she said, sometimes 
there is just problem after problem 
and, in situations like that, they 
will make exceptions.

So far this year, she said they 
have spent $10,400, which doesn’t 
include the food given to them. 
Last year, they spent a total of 
$9,400.

“Usage is up, but cost of gro-
ceries is up as well,” she said. 
“Connie Johnson, who does our 
shopping for us, does a great job 
finding bargains and sales. She re-
ally makes the money stretch.”

Mrs. Mann said they used to 
really worry about money and 

food. But, she said, as soon as 
the shelves are empty, someone 
brings in some food and when 
they need money to buy food, 
someone brings that in, too.

“Connie (Johnson) recently 
mentioned to me that we’re get-
ting low again and needed to put 
out a plea for help,” she said. “At 
the same time, the Northern Val-
ley students gave us the proceeds 
from a dance they had. Also, a let-
ter was sent to me from an inmate 
at Norton Correctional Facility, 
who sent us a check for $25. That 
came out of his personal account, 
which took a long time for him 
to earn.”

She said these are two segments 
of the population people tend to 
look down on for causing prob-
lems. But, they stepped up and 

donated to help people in need.
“We really appreciate their 

help,” she said. “And now with 
this thing you guys are doing, 
we’re really blessed.”

Mrs. Mann was referring to 
the first ever Christmas Cookie 
Contest The Telegram is hold-
ing. More information about the 
contest will be in the Friday, Nov. 
9 edition of the paper.

God’s Pantry accepts donations 
of canned and non-perishable 
food items and cash donations to 
buy food. They do occasionally 
accept perishable items as well. 
The Pantry is open every Sunday 
at 3 p.m. and stays open as long 
as people keep coming. They also 
will make emergency appoint-
ments, if someone needs food 
before Sunday.

Mrs. Mann said they usually av-
erage between four or five people 
a week, but have gotten more than 
that before.

People in need of an emergency 
appointment can call Mrs. Mann at 
(785) 877-2019 or Mrs. Johnson 
at (785) 877-2039.

The Norton County Senior 
Citizens, Inc. will distribute gov-
ernment surplus food next week. 
Food available at this time in-
cludes: corn flakes, apple juice, 
vegetable soup, dried cherries, 
grape juice and peanut butter.

Distribution will take place 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Nov. 11 at the Lenora Senior 
Center; from 2 to 4 p.m., Friday, 
Nov. 9, at both the Norton Senior 
Center and the Almena Senior 
Center; and from 2:30 to 3 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 10 at the Clayton 
Library.

For more details call Ramona 
Pabian at 785-877-5352.
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