Haven tax abatement approved

By TOM DREILING
tomd@nwkansas.com

A tax abatement, for real estate
property known as The Haven,
813 N. Grant, Norton, was pre-
sented recently to the Norton
County Commissioners.

The abatement was for the
Northwest Kansas Inmate Re-
source Council Inc., operators of
The Haven. The exemption had
earlier been heard by the Board of
Tax Appeals and approved in the
amount of $329.02.

The commissioners discussed
the request with County Counse-
lorR. Doug Sebelius about notifi-
cation of the hearing, and said they
would like to see the request for
exemptions in the future.

The commissioners — Chair-
man John Miller, Leroy Lang and
Richard Thompson — asked
County Clerk Robert Wyatt to fol-
low up with a letter to the Re-
source Council.

Chairman Miller signed the
abatement.

Mr. Sebelius also presented the
commissioners with documents
relating to the purchase of two new
motor graders, financed with the
First State Bank of Norton for a
period of five years at4.55 percent
interest. The sum borrowed was
$115,859.000.

The Certificate of Acceptance,
Certificate of Appropriation,
Lease Purchase Agreement and
the Essential Use and Public Pur-
pose Letter was signed by the com-
missioners.

The motor graders accepted are
a 2007 John Deere 770D and a
2007 Caterpillar 140H Series I1.

Apublic hearing washeld onthe
2008 budget. John Mapes CPA, of
Mapes and Miller Accounting,
was on hand to field questions.

Commissioner Thompson
moved to adopt the budget as pre-
sented and to also approve Reso-
lution 2007-11, a resolution ex-
pressing the property taxation
policy of the Board of Norton
County Commissioners with re-
specttofinancing of the 2008 bud-
get. Mr. Lang seconded the motion
and it passed 3-0.

Tom Brannan, Road & Bridge
supervisor, introduced Drew Mar-
tin to the governing board. Mr.
Martin expressed interest in a po-
sition with road and bridge. He
completed a job application and
talked with the commissioners and
Mr. Brannan about the opportu-
nity.

Mr. Brannan and the commis-
sionersengaged in conversation as
itrelated to areas of work through-
out the county. Mr. Brannan told

Senior Center menu

Sept. 6, Chef Salad, Fruit Cup
w/Pineapple, Crackers, Cherry
Dump Cake. Sept. 7, Salmon
Patty, Peas and Carrots, Mandarin
Oranges, Rolls, Cook’s Choice
Complement.

Sept. 10, Salisbury Steak,
Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy, Beets,
Bread, Apricots. Sept. 11, Chili
Dog w/Cheese, Corn, Cantaloupe,
Bun, Cook’s Choice Complement.
Sept. 12, Ham, Scalloped Pota-
toes, Winter Mix Vegs, Bread,
Jello w/Fruit. Sept. 13, Goulash,
Cook’s Choice Veg, Tossed Salad,
Rolls, Five Cup Salad. Sept. 14,
Chicken & Rice Casserole, Peas,
Fluffy Fruit Salad, Biscuits,
Cookie.

Sept.17,Cook’s Choice Entree,
Spinach, Pears, Rolls, Pudding.
Sept. 18, Swedish Meat Balls, Ital-
ian Blend Vegs, Cinnamon
Apples, Noodles, Brownie. Sept.
19, Chicken Fajita Sandwich,
Hash Brown Casserole, Pea
Cheese Salad, Bun, Mandarin Or-
anges. Sept. 20, Roast Pork,
Steam Cabbage, Carrots, & On-
ions, Strawberries & Bananas,
Bread, Cake w/Frosting. Sept. 21,
Lasagna, Tossed Salad, Green
Beans, Garlic Bread, Frozen Fruit
Dessert.

Sept. 24, Sloppy Joes, Tater
Tots, Carrots, Bun, Peaches. Sept.

25, Turkey and Noodles, Cucum-
bers & Onions, Pineapple Tidbits,
Bread, Cherry Cobbler. Sept. 26,
Cheeseburger Upside Down
Pizza, Spinach Salad, Mixed Vegs,
Cranberry Gelatin Salad. Sept. 27,
Chicken Salad Sandwich, Cauli-
flower, Macaroni Salad, Bread,
Four Season Fruit Cup. Sept. 28,
Chili w/Beans, Confetti Cole
Slaw, Cook’s Choice Fruit, Crack-
ers, Cinnamon Roll.

Aug. 31-
Sept. 5

Movie Showtimes:

ADMISSION PRICES:
$6.00 Adults

Showing at the

NORTON
THEATRE

UNDERDOG

1 Hour, 34 Minutes — (PG)

Fri. and Sat. at 7 and 9 p.m. Sunday: 5 and 7 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

HAIRSPRAY

2 Hours, 7 Minutes (PG)
BOTH MOVIES GENERAL ADMISSION

$5 Kids 12

the commissioners the mowers
continue to work the districts. Fur-
ther discussion dealt with mowing
and the quality of work being
done, along with the width of the
mowing and how the county can
get a better result. The commis-
sioners showed a brochure on a
new mower that would possibly
work for Norton County, and they
asked Mr. Brannan to look further
into the new style mower that
would allow the tractor to stay on
the road bed.

Mid-month checks were pre-
sented to the commissioners and
counselor for approval. Checksin
the amount of $128,372.40 were
viewed for signature. The com-
missioners also discussed the
number of requests being made for
the mid-month vouchers and
checks.

The commissioners instructed
the county clerk to do some corre-
sponding with departments and
entities that are requesting the
mid-month payments.

The checks in question were
signed and approved as submitted.

Reggie Beckman, the county
noxious week director, talked with
the commissioners about depart-
mentoperations. Chairman Miller
told Mr. Beckman he had arequest
from a rural resident regarding
services for control of puncture
vine. Mr. Beckman said he would
check out the site and spray ac-
cordingly.

The commissioners also talked
with Mr. Beckman about chemical
control of weeds on county road-
ways. Mr. Beckman said he would
selectan area and give the control
method a test.

Mr. Beckman told the county
board the department was audited
last week by the State Department,
and upon completion of the in-
spection and audit, the Noxious
Weed Department had no viola-
tions and was givenacleanreport.

Movie passes accepted
for both movies

Coming Friday, September 7 — The Bourne Ultimatum
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 7, THE NORTON THEATRE
RETURNS TO ITS FALL HOURS (ONLY 1 MOVIE PER NIGHT)

Tuesday, September 4, 2007
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John Kingham ‘s “rattlesnake” watermelon was the talk of the day when he broughtit to The
Telegram office Tuesday. One of the giant melons weighed 82 pounds.
- Telegram photo by Christie Anderson

‘Rattlesnakes’ come in all shapes

This is one “rattlesnake” you’ll
want to take a bite out of.

John Kingham, rural Norton,
brought several huge watermelons
into The Telegram office Tuesday
morning. He said the new variety,
“Rattlesnake” is not his favorite,

but it sure does grow big melons.
He said one of the giant melons
weighed 82 pounds and measured
28 inches in length. He had to use
atwo-wheeled cart to move it.
Mr. Kingham said he planted the
seeds in late May.

He likes to plant “Black Dia-
mond” variety, but said seed ger-
mination was not good this year.

Telegram: 877-3361
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activation fee

$4550

monthly credit

Unicel lets you stay
connhected for less!

Unicel participates in the Lifeline/Link Up Telecommunications Assistance program,
offering discounted wireless service plans to qualified low-income individuals.

You may be eligible if you’re enrolled in:

* Food Stamps

* General Assistance

* Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

* Temporary Assistance to Needy Families
* Medicaid

* Free School Lunch Program

¢ Or if household income is at or below 150% of the federal poverty level

Additional programs apply to individuals residing on federally recognized
tribal reservations.

Toll Blocking: Available free of charge. Toll blocking restricts the ability to make
long distance and roaming phone calls. Unicel will not collect a service deposit if
eligible consumers elect toll blocking.

Visit your local Unicel retail store for more information.

1-800-GO CELLULAR [462-35581 WWW.UNICEL.COM

Offer is subject to terms of wireless service agreement, Data Services Terms and Conditions and calling plan details. Additional charges will be included for each line of service
to help Unicel defray its costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations, as follows: our current USF charge (rates are adjusted quarterly), 4.34% KS USF
charge, additional cost recovery fees of $1.95 and, if roaming charges are incurred, roaming taxes as passed on by our roaming partners and a $2.00 roaming administration
fee. These charges are not taxes or government-required charges. $30 activation fee applies to each line. Credit check and security deposit/first month’s advance payment
may be required if customer elects toll capability or optional features with service. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Digital features and service not available
in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Requires use of approved wireless handset. Must be at least 18 years old with positive ID
and have user address in the Unicel home coverage area. Other restrictions apply. See store for details. KS residents: Unicel is obligated to provide service within its
designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding service issues to the Commission’s Office of Public Affairs
and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.

UNICEL

SPECIALS AS EASY AS A-B-C
A = FREE* ANOTOROLA RAZR

B

FOIR 3 RAONTHS
C = FREE* ACTIVATION

Lenora

145 Main St.
877-B67-7872

HURRY IN! OFFER ENDS
SEPPTEMBER 15

Norton
117 North Norton
877-850-7872 4
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*With qualified rate plan and 2-year service agreement. Limit (1) free text messaging and free activation per account. While supplies last. Unlimited Text Messaging for first 3 months. Certain restrictions apply. See
stores for details. Nex-Tech Wireless is eligible to receive support from the Federal Universal Service Fund in designated areas. As a result, Nex-Tech Wireless must meet reasonable requests for service in these areas.
Questions or complaints concerning service issues may be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.

Authorized Agent for

www.nex-techwireless.com

= FREE* UNLIZWNITED TEXT AESSAGING

NE)TI‘ CH

reless

gotta have it




