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Northern Valley schools about the dangers of drug use. Mr. Other Drugs.
Koehnwas afeatured speaker atayouth forum held last Thurs-

Young hear the real story behind drugs, alcohol

By CAROLYN PLOTTS
cplotts@nwkansas.com

Junior high students from
Northern Valley and Norton heard
the real story behind drug and al-
cohol addiction at a youth forum
held last Thursday at St. Francis of
Assisi Parish Hall.

Sponsored by Norton County
Council on Alcohol and Other
Drugs, the youth dined on pizza
and soft drinks before hearing a
special presentation by Annie
Bryie, acounselorat Valley Hope
Alcohol and Drug Treatment Cen-
ter. Ms. Bryie told them about her
struggle with drugs.

Others participating in the fo-
rum were Norton County Sheriff’s
Department, Karen Griffiths,

Norton County Attorney, Janae
Talbot with the Smoky Hill Foun-
dation, District Magistrate Judge,
Deb Anderson, Pam Shelton a pri-
vate counselor, and Joan Bolt and
Pam Menagh, Wellness Coordi-
nators at Eisenhower Elementary
School.

Other presenters were Duane
Steinshower, Hoxie and Mary
Leet, Kearney, both recovering
alcoholics.

Featured speakers were Jordan
Koehn, formerly of Hays, arecov-
ering drug addict and Brody
Strange, Colby,arecovering alco-
holic. Both young men, them-
selveslessthan 10 years older than
the students they were speaking to,
told of the downward spiral of

their lives after becoming ad-
dicted.

Jordan shared how he was first
introduced to marijuana and the
rapid escalation to cocaine and
then to crack. He told how hisnose
bled all the time, how he spent all
his money on drugs, his physical
deterioration and ultimately the
loss of all his possessions and his
lifeliving on the streets of Wichita.

Brody wasthe sonofanabusive,
alcoholic father. He vowed to
never become like his father, but
under heavy peer pressure, gave in
to temptation and began to drink.
He soon became addicted and had
todrink firstthing every morning,
just to control the shaking.

Brody had been a state cham-

Jordan Koehn talked to junior high studentsfrom Nortonand day, sponsored by the Norton County Council on Alcohol and
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pion wrestler, but soon quit the
team and sank deeper and deeper
into alcoholism. He experienced
frequent black-outs and one time,
broke into hisemployer’s business
and stole money to finance a one-
night drinking binge for him and
his friends.

Both young men emphasized
the point — if you need help, ask
forit. Both said not to be ashamed,
talk to someone.

Both are clean and sober now,
looking forward to what lies ahead
in their lives. They said they have
tomake the decision, every day, to
stay clean.

To learn more about drug alco-
hol treatment, goto Valley Hope’s
website: www.valleyhope.com.

Norton man urges financial help for tornado victims

(Continued from Page 1)
be many people all over the nation
who want to help these people with
cash contributions,” Mr. Maddy
said.

He pointed out that there were
many farm families northeast of
Greensburg who lost everything
too, and he fears they may be for-
gottenin all this, thereason he sent
in his contribution to be given to
those farm families.

“Ifany of you wantto help these
people, send any contributions to
the Haviland Friends Church, in
care of Mrs. Eugene Ross, 104
Emporia, Haviland, Kan. 67059.,”
he said

The death toll was putat 9.

The tornado was classified as an
EF5 with winds in excess of 200
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miles per hour. It reportedly was
one and a half miles wide.
Disaster
declarations declared
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius acted
swiftly in declaring the county a
disaster area, and President Bush
followed up with a federal decla-
ration. The president’s action
came on the heels of aletter signed
by Kansas Senators Pat Roberts
and Sam Brownback and Con-
gressmen Jerry Moran and Todd
Tiahrt, along with the governor’s

request.

In part the letter, dated May 5,
said: “We write to urge your im-
mediate declaration of a major di-
saster area for Greensburg, Kan-
sas and the surrounding area. The
small community of Greensburg
was hit by a devastating tornado
yesterday evening.

“We request your help to pro-
vide any federal assistance avail-
able for overwhelmed local and
state officials. In addition, with the
level of devastation in
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Bath and Body Products™

213 S. Kansas, Norton, KS ¢ 874-4418
Back entrance of the Carter Building,
1 block south of the Courthouse in Norton
OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

Treat Your

‘Mother

with Something Special
from the Mystic Moonstone
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*Sale ends Mmf 12

€ Cuwstom-Blended Milk Baths
€ Foot Soaks and Body Oils
€ Inconse and Incemse Burners € Simmering Pots
€ Candle Holders € Bags and Coin Pouches

| € Jouelry € Gift Baskels and Much More

Greensburg, we request any fed-
eral housing assistance that may
beavailable, including USDA ru-
ral housing.

“Mr. President, one of our Kan-
sas communities was literally
erased from the map lastnight. The
residents of Greensburg and the
surrounding area are in desperate
need of assistance from local,
state, and federal authorities. We
urge you to take immediate action
torequest thatall federal agencies
provide any available assistance.”

Council wants locals
given a chance to bid

(Continued from Page 1)
need to support our local busi-
nesses and hire companies who are
willing to do so as well.”

Mr. Briery said he would under-
stand if S&R Ready Mix were out-
bid by another company, but they
haven’t been given the chance to
putabidin atall.

“I think they should ask (S&R
Ready Mix for a bid),” he said,
“and I’'m voting no because of it.”

Councilwoman Elaine Mann
said she agreed that BRB needed
toask local businesses for bids and
wanted to know if there was any
way to convey the council’s dis-
pleasure about this to them.

Mr. Miller said he would talk to
BRB and send them a letter saying
they need to get local bids on top
of any other bids they get.

“We’re just asking that they get
the opportunity to bid, whether or
not they get it,” said Mr. Briery.

The motion to send notice to
BRB ofthe contract award passed
5-1 with Mr. Briery voting no.

In other business, the council:

* Rejected both offers from
Rogerand Michael Moffeton their
properties at 205 S. State Street
and 212 S. Kansas. The Moffets
asked the city to reconsider buy-
ing both properties for $15,000.
And, if they rejected that offer, to
consider taking the old service sta-
tion on State Street as a gift for a
release from the clean-up/demoli-
tion orders for that same property.

Mr. Briery said there was too
much liability in assuming the
property and that he felt the city
needed to continue with the pro-
cess of abatement (clean-up/
demolition orders).

Councilwoman Donna Foley
said she thought the city would
benefit from owning the State
Street property and having it
cleaned up. In that regard, she felt
the council should consider the
second offer.

The motion to reject both offers
passed 5-1 with Mrs. Foley voting
no.

e Heard from Mayor David
Corns that in March city sales tax
receipts were $16,758.36 and
county receipts were $12,127.91
foratotal of $28,886.27, bringing
the year-to-date receipts for 2007
upto$137,527.29. Mr. Corns said
they have collected about $10,000
more than last year at this time.

* Donated $150 to the Norton
Flower Committee.

* Paid bills in the amount of
$667,754.42.

¢ Learned from Councilwoman
Elaine Mann that the Utility Com-
mittee toured the water and sewer
plants to see the progress of the
improvement projects and what
still needed to be done. A lot of
work has been finished at the
sewer plant, she said.

e[ earned thatJune will mark the
15th anniversary of the new li-
brary.

Big Brothers Big Sisters
event termed successful
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stay there. Community-based vol-
unteers can take their “littles”
places, like to a movie.

Community-based volunteers
are asked to spend two hours with
their “little” three or four times a
month, while site-based volun-
teers meet about once a week for
45 minutes to an hour.

Mrs. Woodyard said anyone
wishing to hold a program on Big
Brothers Big Sisters is welcome to
give them a call. She said they
have given four after-school pro-

grams in the Norton/Phillipsburg
area this year.

“Our fundraisers and programs
help toraise awareness that we are
here for the kids,” she said. “It’s a
great program and one we hope to
keep in the community.”

Tocontact Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters, call 785-874-4200.
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Sander Furniture and Gifts

301 W. Holme, Norton, KS — Phone 785-874-4974
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Free Gift
Wrapping
on All
Small
Gift Items

h With Purchase of
9‘& SpOIL YOURSELF AND MAKE SOMEONE ELsE Happy! One Regular Lunch
Give Your Favorite Girl a Gift
J)_ and Get a Bonus When You Come With!
o Get a discount on a service for yourself S
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Arrangements
in Bright
Colored

Greenhouses are filled with Rose Bushes, Bedding
Plants, Trees and Shrubs and Hanging Baskets.

Hanging Baskets — Greenhouse Fully Stocked

SPRING HOURS: (Through May) 8:30 2.m.-6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.—Saturday; 1:00-5:00 p.m.—Sunday

Norton Flowers Gifts and Greenhouse

Annette and Greg Overlease
209 N. Kansas, Norton, Kansas — 1-888-877-5822
(785) 877-3345 or (785) 877-5822




