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LETTERTO THE EDITOR:
We don't need trophies
to show how well we played

To the Editor,

I amwritinga letterinresponsesoccer and my teams never sai

to the one you received
from Robin Somers.

Robin said thatnotto keep score
was adishonest thing todo and that
trophies should be given out to the
winners.

She quoted Paul from the Bible
as saying everyone will run but
only one will get the crown. We
don’t need trophies and signs to
show how well we played.

The thing that counts is that you
have the heart of the champion,
eveninlosing still play your hard-
est so you can get the feeling of
being a winner. I've “lost” many

games in my five years of playing

that we were losers.

This year I had an “undefeated”
season. I didn’t need a trophy to
make me feel good. You canmake

yourselves mental trophies asIdid

this year when my coach said that
I had a great attitude all season
long. That’s enough for me; no tro-
phy is necessary to say thatThad a
good attitude.

Lastly, asaplayer, I would like
to thank the coaches, refs and the
staff for making AYSO soccer in
Norton happen.

Josiah Laughlin, age 13
Norton

Religious leaders shouldn't
be threatened by a novel

ofthe Da Vincihype. Iread the

book, which the author stated
to be fiction. It was entertaining
and he wove a great tale. I am dis-
gusted with the clergy, Catholic
and Protestant’s, seemingly arro-
gant attitude about the
“commoner’s” inability to under-
stand the movie. Perhaps the
movie propels each of us to ques-
tion the powers that be which run
our religions, not our faith, mind
you, our religions. Each of us as
individuals controls our faith.

I'heard one church official con-
demning Dan Brown because the
book made fiction look like fact.
Hmmm, now there is an interest-
ing accusation, I thought that is
what good fiction did. I thought it
made one wonder at the end, was
this atrue story? Even the thrillers
of Stephen King are successful
because of his ability to make the
subject believable.

If my faith can be so easily
swayed by anovel, I’'min trouble.
[f my faith rests upon the idea that
Jesus was unmarried, I’'m in
trouble. If I am so naive as to be-
lieve violentacts have never taken
place in the name of God, remind
meto look atIraq. All the attention
merely acknowledges the fact that
religion is in the business of con-
trol.

How sad those religious leaders
are so threatened by this fictional
work. Anything, which opens con-
versation aboutour God, brings us
to a better understanding of one
another. Different individuals
have taken it upon themselves to
“protect” others from this seem-
ingly sinful movie. We may not
like the conclusion others draw,
but isn’t it better to encourage
communication?

The reaction to The DaVinci
Code is very reminiscent of the

I imagine you, like me, are tired

Phase I
Mary Kay
Woodyard

ordeal of Salmon Rushdie’s book,
The Satanic Verses, in the late 80’s
but from the other side. His depic-
tion of the Muslim faith, and the
Muslim’s subsequent reaction
were at the time ludicrous tous and
now the shoe is on the other foot
and we are afraid of what The Da
Vinci Code book may reveal about
Christianity. The following quote
in a book review of The Satanic
Verses could well have been writ-
ten of The Da Vinci Code:

“In issuing his decree against
Salmon Rushdie and his book, The
Satanic Verses, Iran’s Ayatollah
Khomeini drew worldwide atten-
tion to a novel that otherwise
mighthave gone largely unnoticed
by many people. It is Khomeini
who helped make The Satanic
Verses a bestseller.”*

Likewise it is the hollers of the
opponents, which will thrust this
movie into the spotlight.

Obviously psychology has not
been high on many of these critics’
minds or they would realize they
are simply increasing the advertis-
ing and the interest.

Religionis a private matter; our
faith rests with each of us and our
God. Freedom of expression is
critical to democracy, but perhaps
even more critical to our relation-
ship with God. I don’t understand
the desire to encourage boycotting
the movie, but I will forever de-
fend their right to do so.

*http://www.webcurrent.com/
rushdie.html

(Continued from Page 1)
bination of fruits and vegetables.
This has been true of walkers in
many counties. Seven individuals
met the minimum of eating 280
servings of fruits and vegetables
for the eight week time period.
This number was arrived at be-
cause of the minimum servings of

dfruits and vegetables for most

people, whichis five cups per day.
This number has increased since
the release of the new Food Pyra-
mid Guidance System by the
USDA in2005. Those who met the
minimum servings of fruits and
vegetables were: Bob Cotton (Fit
to Go),Jeanne Pharis (Sensational
Six),Fonda Lawrence (Fitto Go),
Nan Smith (Strutters), Joan Bolt
(Walkabout), Lila Attwell (Crim-
son Cuites) and Deloris
Keiswelter (Mile Walkers).
None of the teams met the mini-
mum of 1,680 cups of fruits and
vegetables for the eight week pe-
riod. However, the top teams were
Fit to Go (Bob Cotton) 1454,
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Ikers go the distance

Walkabout (Bill Goscha) 1446,
Strutters ( Pam Menagh) 1384,
Crimson Cuties (Anise Gill) 1261,
and 2006 Jolly Walkers ( Candy
Field) 1258.

Congratulations to all of the par-
ticipants fora very good yearin the
Walk Kansas program. If you
would like to participate in Walk
Kansas - 2007, start to plan now.
Itis an exceptional opportunity to
promote health and fitness for the
entire family. It’s also a great way
to enjoy time together as a group
orone-on one with achild or teen-
ager. This year it was an eye-
opener for many to see how few
fruits and vegetables were actually
being consumed by most partici-
pants.

Walk Kansas is an easy way to
increase fruits and vegetable con-
sumption as well as improving
your health and physical fitness. If
you have further questions, con-
tact your local K-State Research
and Extension Office or e-mail:

mats@ogetksued >twats@ogietksuedi

Youngsters take to the pool

(Continued from Page 1)
for late enrollments.

The first session will be June 5-
16 and the second session will be
held June 19-30. The cost of each
sessionis $15.

Kids wanting to participate in
the lessons must be at least 4-
years-old.

Water aerobics classes are also
being offered this summer by
connie Glenn and Jan Volgamore.

Adults can swim without kids
during each rest break, which is
held during the first 10 minutes of
each hour, said Mrs. Lively.

This season, the pool will have

14 lifeguards, who will also be
doubling as concession stand
workers, she said.

The lifeguards are Morgan
Bailey, Laura Delimont, Tanner
Griffith, Rachael Lentz, Klaire
Mann, Hannah Mills, Gena
Myers, Brianne Nelson, Ashley
Smith-Maybon, Heath Vincent,
Tabitha Vincent, Alexi Wolf,
Brett Wyatt and Seth Mills.

Mrs. Lively said they hope to
keep the pool open until Labor
Day, but it depends on how many
lifeguards they have who are still
able to work.

f

The Rock Youth Center.

Wiyanna Paxton took a direct hit from a water bal-
loon at the “End of the Year Bash” held May 23 at

— Telegram photo by Charlotte Stephenson.

Bus company may use Oberlin airport

(Continued from Page 1)
and so its directors and customers
don’t have to drive from regional
airports in Denver or other parts of
Kansas or Nebraska.

“It’s an all-day affair to get here
from California,” said BCI Chief
Executive Officer Phil Oldridge.
“It’s an all-day affair to get here
from anywhere. We have a cus-
tomer base that needs to get here.”

A plan to have the county help
build a runway near Jennings fell
through earlier in the month when
it was discovered that it would be
illegal for the county to use road
equipment to help private industry
in that way.

Tuesday,anew plantoadd arun-
way, longer and wider than the cur-
rent one, to the Oberlin airport and
getfederal grantsto help pay forthe
work met with the approval of ev-
eryone at the meeting.

Lee Gilroy, chief operating of-
ficer for BCI, said that he thought
there were federal grants available
to help upgrade the Oberlin airport
to handle the traffic, which he esti-
mated would include about 300
landings and takeoffs a year for his

K-12 funding session’s most important issue

most important issue before

the 2006 Kansas Legislature
was financing K-12 education.
There were several education
plans offered and voted on, but
none were a real “win/win” for
rural schools.

The approved plan (SB 549) in-
creases base state aid per pupil to-
taling more than $100 million over
the next three years. It also in-
creases the at-risk weighting more
than $150 million over the same
time period. It offers some addi-
tional funding for schools with a
large percentage of students quali-
fying for free meals under the fed-
eral lunch program, and at-risk
programs for those students scor-
ing below proficient in math or
reading. Italso provides more than
$80 million of new money to fund
special education.

I did not vote for any plan that
relied on LOB funding. Itis a
given fact that urban schools ben-
efit much more from LOB in-
creases as compared to our rural
schools. With this in mind, you can
imagine the intensity of the debate
over school funding. Very
wealthy school districts need only
5to 7 mills to fund the new 31 per-
cent maximum while smaller ru-
ral districts would need 35 to 40
mills to reach that same maxi-
mum.

I would have liked to see more

I t goes without saying that the

Senate
Doings
Sen. Ralph
Ostmeyer

money put into base state aid per
pupil, butthe trade-off was just too
much. Our rural schools will ben-
efit from the school finance pack-
age totaling $466 million over the
next three years.

In a perfect world, there would
be enough money to go around,
butunfortunately , other programs
will have to be cut in order to bal-
ance our budget around school fi-
nance. [ have always believed that
Kansas should have balanced
books, justas all farmers and busi-
nesses have to do each year. If we
continue the trend of allowing the
courts todictate how our money is
spent, then what need is there to
have elected officials? The gov-
ernor signed the school finance
bill, and I am confident the courts
will find it equitable.

We successfully defeated gam-
bling again this year, but it will
continue to be a huge topic going
into the future. Based on current
spending, the state’s ending bal-

ances will fall below the 7 1/2 per-
cent required by statute over the
next few years. Thisis all we need
to know to realize that gambling
pressures will continue.

We worked hard on banning
protests at funerals of fallen mili-
tary soldiers. Iam saddened by this
activity, and disappointed we
couldn’t pass SB 421 to make ita
crime. There weren’t many oppo-
nents to this bill, but lawmakers
found it impossible to write a bill
that would not interfere with First
Amendment rights. Sadly
enough, the group that pickets
against our fallen military origi-
nates in our great state, and many
other states have outlawed this
activity. I hope we can work this
issue more next year.

We also worked hard on HB
2829 concerning the licensing of
medical clinics. This bill passed
the House expanded toregulate all
medical facilities, but gothung up
inthe Senate where we focused on
abortion clinics only. The problem
still remains that abortion clinics
need to be watched more carefully.

We successfully overrode the
governor’s veto of the conceal to
carry weapons bill, SB 418, allow-
ing persons age 21 or over, with a
permit, to carry a concealed
weapon starting January 2007.

company alone.

Mr. Oldridge suggested thatif the
Oberlin airport was expanded, it
might be able to attract more busi-
ness, which would help the tax base,
and maybe even get a regional car-
rier like Great Lakes.

“We will base our company air-
craft here and we will have others
here also,” he said.

The company has three aircraft,
he said — anine-passenger Cessna
Citation corporate jet,aHawker 700
and a Challenger. The Citation
would be housed here.

He asked City Administrator
Gary Shike how long he thought it
might take to get a new runway at
the airport, including getting a grant
to help pay forit.

Mr. Shike said he would guess
around two years, of which the ac-
tual construction would be the
smallest segment.

Mr. Oldridge said that he could
getpermissionto getahelicopter for
two years to ferry people and parts
from the McCook airport to the
Jennings site if there won’t be a
noise, nuisance or zoning problem.

Jennings Mayor Bob Jones as-
sured him that there would be no
problem, noting that Jennings has
no zoning.

Mr. Oldridge said that as long as
the runway is being dealt with, his
company could go ahead and get a
dealership license tooperate in Kan-
sas, buy the Jennings property and
start renovation.

“We’re under the gun (from the
board of directors) to get that place
buttonedupby Dec. 31 of this year,”
he told the group.
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WOULDN'T YOUR
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GREAT HERE!!"!
CALL 877-3361

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

PROBLEM SOLVED!

Complete Computer Diagnosis

OUR SERVICE SHOP
APART FROM OTHERS

~Brakes ~Exhaust System
~Shocks ~Radiator Repair

WALTER

MOTOR COMPANY

NORTON—1-800-479-3112 (877-3112)

Rx Compounding and Therapy
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James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Auto Service Repair

CAREFUL ATTENTION SETS

~Tune-ups ~Air Conditioner

Bulletin Board

Business aund Professional Dikectowy

Your Guide to Services Available in Northwest Kansas

Limousine Service
Affordable Classic Limousines

and Car Service
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Town, or Errands — Special Attention for Your Special Day

(785) 202-0952 Norton, Ks, 67654
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416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Space for Rent
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ool

Great Here?
Call §77-3761

Air Duct Cleaning
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“DONE RIGHT!”
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www.dlverslfledmm.com
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