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“BLESSED ARE THE
POOR IN SPIRIT”

By Pastor Terry Laughlin
of CrossRoads Church
Seldomin history have so

fewwords been spoken with

so much meaning. The Be-
atitudes of our Lord are
powerful, holding before
believers and unbelievers
alike a descriptive
picture of the true
disciple of Christ.

The Beatitudes cover

the glorious hope

andareareward that
the Christian can ex-
pectnowaswellasin
eternity. These Be-
atitudes regularly
consist of two
clauses, the first pro-
nouncing blessed-
ness upon a certain
type of person, the
second giving the
reason or grounds
for such blessed-
ness.

The first of the

The opposite of being poor in
spirit is having a spirit of self
righteousness —the “self-made
man” syndrome. There is a
world of difference between
these two spirits. The spirit of
self takes charge and will not
surrender to the leading of the
Holy Spirit. There is an eternal
difference between good works

ere seems to be a continual search for the “fountain of youth”.
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that bring glory to a denomina-
tion, a church or ourselves, com-
pared to truerighteousness that
points people to a personal rela-
tionship with Christ. Being reli-
gious is not the same as being
poor in spirit. Self-righteous-
ness leads to death, being for-
ever separated from God. A per-
son who is poor in spirit rests

We seek out all kinds of ways to keep our minds and bodies
youthful. We look in nutrition stores and health spas; we

“Praise the Lord, ...

explore cosmetic procedures that hold the tides of time at bay. We
search for ways to keep relationships renewed.

What keeps the love of a long married couple fresh and “new”?
If asked, they might tell you that each still sees the other as the
handsome young man and the beautiful young woman who they fell in
love with so long ago. Lasting love is forever young.

who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed...”(Psalm 105:5). Visit your house of
worship this week and praise the Lord with your beloved. Satisfy your
desires and renew your youth!

upon the righteousness of
Christalone, and is empow-
ered by Christ tolive alife of
holiness. He knows thatthe
only good thing in him is
Christ. “May I never boast
except in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Galatians 6: 14)

Two critical steps are
taken by the person
who becomes poor in
spirit. 1.) He turns
his primary attention
away from this world
and the things in it.
His love is for Christ
and for the things of
God. 2.) He turns his
primary attention to
God and to His king-
dom. His purpose is
to lift up Christ in all
he does by the way
he lives his life. His
focusis upon ways of
proclaiming the gos-
pel and reaching the
lost for Christ. He is

eight Beatitudes is
“Blessed are the poor
in spirit for theirs is
the kingdom of
heaven.” (Matthew
5:3)

To be poor in spirit
is not poverty-
stricken, financially
poor, or havingalack
of courage. It is a
spiritual poverty, ac-
knowledging our ut-
ter dependence upon
God for our spiritual
needs. Knowing that
our spiritual needs
and even all of our

i

mental and physical
needs can only be
truly  satisfied
through a vibrant
personal relation-
ship with Jesus
Christ.

The poor in spirit
realize that they are
unable torespond to
life’s trials and temp-
tations in a way that
is pleasing to God
unless He enables
them to overcome
them.
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Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society
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willing to sacrifice
himself for the cause
of Christ for he has a
heartfelt burden for
those who are with-
out the Lord Jesus.

The poor in spirit
receive God’s for-
giveness and a vi-
brant fellowship
with Christ. They
have life eternal and
joyfully serve the
King of kings for-
ever. They have no
fear of falling, nor
will God need to
break their pride.
God will guide, pro-
tect and use them in
many  different
ways.

Are you truly poor
in spirit? Are you a
“self-made man” ora
Christ-made man?
“God opposes the
proud, butgives grace

L T

D to the humble.
Humble yourself
therefore, under

God’s mighty hand,
that He may lift you
up in due time.” (1
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Peter 5: 6)
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The sponsors of this church page do so with pride in our community

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large & Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme ® Norton ® 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstateeAntiques*Households

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton

Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro * Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws

Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-12 113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton
Engel’s Sales & Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”

117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.

785-877-4016

693-4522 - Clayton Branch

301 W. Holme ® 874-4974

415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton 209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton
Moffet Drug Store Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
“Prescription Specialists” and Farms Construction, Inc.
Hallmark Cards and Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.

Russell Stover Candies Terracing ® Dozer Work ® Ponds Equipment Rental

102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Ag Valley Co-operative Sander Furniture & Gifts First State Bank
Elevator-Service Station Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., “Your Progressive Community Bank”
Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Bradley and Kim Sander Member FDIC

105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

785-877-2422

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ® Norton, Kan.

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.

Title Insurance * State Licensed
213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882

Extension

specialist

answers questions
about avian flu

The Avian Flu has been in the
headlines recently due to many
outbreaks in Asia. Is this type of flu
a food safety concern because it
involves poultry?

There is no evidence that any-
one has been infected with the
Asian bird flu or other bird flu vi-
rus by eating properly cooked eggs
or other cooked poultry products
derived from infected birds. Cook-
ing food to 160 degrees F. will kill
bird flu virus if it is present. Close
contact with infected birds has
been the primary route of trans-
mission for the Asian bird flu in-
fections, rather than eating food
derived from infected birds.

Although strains of bird flu vi-
rus canresultin the contamination
of egg shells and the inside of the
egg (the yolk and albumen or the
egg white), hens with severe bird
fluusually stop laying eggs, so few
contaminated eggs are likely tobe
marketed. Furthermore, the U. S.
Government has taken steps to
prevent infected birds or their
products, including their eggs,
from entering the U. S. Food sup-
ply.

Whatis known about fraudulent
Avian Flu therapies?

The Federal Department of Ag-
riculture has issued nine warning
letters to companies that claim to
have products that could be effec-
tive againstavian flu and other flu

Home ed

Tranda Watts,
Extension
specialist

viruses. There is no evidence that
these claims are true.

Eight of the products purported
to be dietary supplements. Ex-
amples of the unproven claims
cited in the warning letters in-
clude: “prevents avian flu,” “a
natural virus shield,” “kills the vi-
rus,” and “treats the avian flu.”
These alternative therapies are
promoted as “natural” or “safer”
treatments that can be used in
place of an approved treatment or
preventative medical product.

If you have further questions
about avian flu, talk with your
family doctor, contact your local
K-State Research and Extension
Office, or e-mail
twwatts@oznet.ksu.edu.

Tranda Watts is Kansas State
University extension specialist in
Jfood, nutrition, health and safety
for Norton, Decatur, Gove,
Sheridan, and Trego counties.
Call her at 785-443-3663 or e-
mail twatts @oznet.ksu.edu. For
more information, contact the
county extension office, 877-5755.

WiEISPERING PINES

By CYNTHIA KINDALL

Lois Dietz attended the Valley
Hope Carolers on Dec. 21.

Dorothy Bernard went to Lib-
eral on Christmas Eve tostay afew
days with Jerry and Beth Metcalf.
They wenton to Hutchinson to see
Dorothy’s newest grandson born
Dec. 26. Dorothy returned home
Dec. 29.

Residents celebrated New
Year’s Eve with a party. Attending
were Alice Vogt, Aggie and John
Vehige, Priscilla Johnson, Hazel
Bates, Elva Lindenman, Phileda
Nelson, Lucille Stackhouse and
Melvin Hanchett, staff attending
were director Cynthia Collins,
Donna Millan and Cynthia
Kindall, guest was Allen Kindall.
Board games and pitch was en-
joyed by all with Lucille
Stackhouse and John Vehige win-
ning bottles of sparkling grape
juice and Hazel Bates winning the
container of fruit for low prize.

We would like to welcome to
our family Elva Lindenman. She
has fit in quite well as she likes to
play cards and is always out for
activities.

Mabel Malcolm went with her
family for supperonJan. 11. Fam-
ily joining her were Jim Malcolm
from Colby and Bill and Carol
Malcolm from Hutchinson, Carrie
Malcolm of Whispering Pines and
Wes and Frances Whitney, Sylva
Whitney from Norton. Allenjoyed
a birthday meal for Mabel at the
Attitudes restaurant that is oper-
ated by Richard and Janet Myers,
Mabel’s niece and husband.

On Jan. 8, Shirley and Jim
Malcolm were here and Shirley
played the piano for Mabel’s en-
joyment.

Jack and Jerry McKay and

Linda of Lenora ate dinner with
Lois Dietz on Jan. 18 her guests.

Kansas Day, and we are 145
years young. Reason enough to
enjoy a film slide show from the
Northwestern Kansas Library
System—those coming toseeiton
Jan. 22 were: Elfriede Kelly,
Phileda Nelson, Beth Bryant,
Marie Ritter, Lois Hildebrand,
ElvaLindenman, Carrie Malcolm,
Betty Reid, Hazel Bates, Lucille
Stackhouse, Aggie and John
Vehige and Doris Stump. They all
agreed it was a good selection
from our state, as many of our resi-
dents are transplanted
Jayhawkers.

Phileda Nelsonhas anew great-
grandson that we would like to
welcome.

Some of our activities this
month will be our annual Valen-
tine King and Queen Contest on
Valentine’s Day. At 2:10 p.m. we
will unveil this year’s royalty.

On Feb. 3, we had our regular
bingo game heart-style with the
prizes being only red, pink and
white in color. Once the residents
were convinced it was just bingo
with the heart across it was inter-
esting and fun!

The Rev. Lew Van Der Wege
comes for communion the first
Tuesday of every month at 10 a.m.
The Andbe Home residents came
for coffee on the ninth.

Our birthdays this month in-
clude: 19th —Barbara Smith, 21st
Dolly Tyrell, 27th Doris Stump
and the 28th Carrie Malcolm..

As usual our monthly coffee
will be from 2:30 to 4 pm. on the
Feb.22.This wouldbe a greattime
to tour the facility. Everyone is
invited to come, look and have
coffee and cookies.

McMullen and Wyatt Auctions
ANNUAL CONSIGNMENT

Fax 785-877-5538—]ulie Fowler, Manager 'l'
Security Abstract Company Keys and Locks Hardy Construction &lglon
Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Don Kulg LOCksfllth New Construction €2 Concrete
~Home Loans~ Business 'Ho.me Auto Roofing 2 Remodeling € Decks Consignments are now being taken for the annual farm
Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Our Service is the KEY — Sentinel Building Representative— and farm related consignment auction. Consign your

EMERGENCY LOCK-OUT SERVICE. KEYS MADE.
~ Locks rekeyed. All your locksmith needs ~
203 S. State, Norton ® Local: 874-4449

vehicles, machinery, tractors, trucks, livestock equip-
ment and other related items for the March Auction
Consign early for advertising and to have your items placed
on the sale bill. Several nice items are already consigned.
Consignments may be done by calling:
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions at 785-877-3299 or
Donald 785-877-2028 or Robert 785-877-2731

214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141

Jolene L. Weiser, owner

877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy
Astk Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.

N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, KS (North of Sale Barn)
785-475-3808 ¢ 1-800-953-3808
MarkR. Olson, D.V.M. ® Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.
24-Hour Emergency Service

Town & Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet & Evening Specials
Party & Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.
Cindy McMullen, Owner & Staff
Hwy 36E. »877-3511 * Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile

Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates




