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Loughrys get windbreak award

By VERONICA MONIER

Phillip and Gerry Loughry were chosen to
receivethe2005 K ansasBankersAssociation
Windbreak Award.

TheL oughrysplantedtheir first windbreak
just north of their homeinthespring of 1970,
usingthedirt that surroundedtheoriginal rock
houseontheproperty. Theoldhousewasbuilt
intoanembankment and after movingthedirt,
added onto theoriginal rock house.

Phillip said thewindbreak wasmaybefive
or six feet tall withinfiveyearsof plantingit.
Back then, hesaid, they didn’t havewater sys-
temsand had to hand carry water to the trees
for thefirst severa years.

A heavy snow stormin 1987 broke alot of
branches and this summer they lost a couple
big treesand six small ones.

Thenorthwindbreak wasoriginally planted
withtwo rowsof cedar, arow of mulberry and
arow of hackberry. Now the windbreak is
mainly cedar. Phillip said they lost the hack-
berryinthefirstfour yearsandasoonly have
afew mulberriesleft, losing them recently.

Becausethenorthwindbreak isestablished,
itrequiresvery littlemaintenance, hesaid. Ba-
sically, hesaid, al they really needtodoistrim
the dead branches.

Thewest windbreak isamore recent addi-
tion. Phillipsaidthey planteditin2002to shel-
ter their livestock.

He said 239 evergreen trees— three rows
of red cedar — wereplanted. They lost 26 the

following spring, but in the years after only
lost two and then six.
“But,” hesaid, " without thewater/dripsys-

tem, al of them would have been lost in the e

drought.”

Thedripsystem, hesaid, connectstoahydrant
inthesummer andisdrainedinthewinter.

Plastic was put around thetreesin thewest
windbreak, which helps to keep the weeds
down. The Loughrysplanted sod in between
therowsof treesandthat hel pskeeptheweeds
away aswell.

Thewest windbreak is still young enough
that they continue to water it in the summer,
hesaid.

Sometime soon, he said they hopeto plant

another windbreak on the north side of the |

property.

In addition to running about 200 head of
stock cattle, the Loughrys plant wheat, milo,
corn, soybeans and feed. The cattle are fed
near thewest windbreak, whichthecowsal so
usefor calving.

TheLoughryshave4,270acresof farmand
grass land. They rent1,030 acres and own
3,240 acres. They live on the corner of Road
B and W-2.

Come help honor Phillip and Gerry
Loughry at the Norton County Conservation
District’ sAnnual MeetingthisSaturday, Jan.
21., at the Norton American Legion. Dinner
startsat 6:30 p.m.
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Gerry and Phillip Loughry were chosen as this year’s recipients of the Kan-
sas Bankers Association Windbreak Award. The Loughrys will be honored
this Saturday at the Norton County Conservation District’s annual meet-

ing.
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Give Us A Call
For Your Grain
Merchandising
and Spring
Chemical and
Fertilizer Needs
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P.O. BOX 129 « NORCATUR, KS 67653
PHONE: 785-693-4321

Thank You for Conserving

Our Precious Soil
We are proud of our service
to farmers and ranchers
in the surrounding area...
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Tim Graham and Justin Graham
E. Hwy. 36, Norton, Kansas
PHONE (785) 877-2102
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Best wishes on your continued
success and conservation efforts.

* High Plains

Farm Credit

477 F Street/Phillipsburg
Toll Free 1-800-815-8593

Congratulations,
Norton County
Award Winers!

Norton—(785) 877-5131

Clayton—(785) 693-4522
When you're ready to
Fertilize, See us at the
Norton Fertilizer Plant,
N. Hwy. 283 or at Clayton

Gloria Zwickle

— LMPA —
411 N. Holme, Norton, Kansas
(785) 877-3666

Thanks to All the Area Farmers for
for Helping to Preserve Kansas Soil
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All Creatures

Veterinary Clinic
(785) 669-2227, ALMENA, KANSAS

Supports Conservation
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Shaping, Far Selters,
Wildlife Belts, Hedge Trimming
Tree and Stump Removal

[ 10% Discount for J

Farmers and Seniors

Rhea’s Tree Service
NEW ALMELO, KANSAS
785-567-4609 » CELL 785-567-7735

Thanks to Our American Farmer—
The Original “Environmentalist”
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W. Hwy. 36, P.O. Box 360
Norton, Kansas
g 877-3323 « 1-800-577-3323

(RAIRIE LAND

Electric Cooperative,inc.




