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Norton girls beat Smith Center In league tournament

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka's No.1
seeded Norton Community High
School girls basketball team de-
feated No.8 seed Smith Center 39-
21 in the first round of the Mid-
Continent L eague Tournament on
Monday evening in the NCHS
Memorial Gymin Norton.

With the victory, Norton ex-
tendedtheir unbeatenwinstringto
9-0.

Smith Center outscored No.9
seed Stockton 33-29 in afeather
bracket gameon Saturday. Stock-
tonwill play at Victoriaon Friday
per league agreement.

In the other game in Norton's
half of thebracket last night, No.5
seed Trego Community defeated
No.4 seed Phillipsburg 44-40.

Norton will play Trego in the
championship semi-finals at 6
p.m.onFriday inGrossMemorial
Coliseum at Fort Hays State Uni-
versity in Hays.

Smith Center and Phillipsburg
will play in the consolation
bracket at 6 p.m. on Thursday.

“Itwasn't very pretty but it was
awin,” said Jilka.

“Wedidn't play with any emo-
tion. We were just going through
the motions.

“Our defense did a pretty good
job by holding them to 21 points
but we were outrebounded by a
bunch and didn’t shoot the ball
well from the perimeter.

“We're not playing with much
enthusiasm right now and madea
lot of silly mistakestonight. Smith
Center getscredit for someof that
because they played hard.

“Wejust havetoplay better. The
goodthingisthat wewonandwill
get to play on Friday in Hays.”

Nortonledby only 9-4 after one
quarter. Senior point guard
Whitney Newell hit two baskets,
senior center Chelsea Cox

Junior high boys win one In league tourney

The Norton Junior High eighth
grade boys basketball team beat
Smith Center, butlosttoEllisinthe
Mid-Continent Elementary
L eagueBasketball Tournamenton
Jan. 7inPlainville.

“We went to Plainville for the
start of theleague basketbal | tour-
nament,” said coach Lucas
Melvin.“Thefirst round pitted us,
No. 5seed, against the Smith Cen-
ter Warriors, theNo. 4 seed. Smith
Center had beaten us 34-17 in a
regular season game earlier in
December.

“Wejumped out early toan 8-1
lead in the first quarter and did a

swished a basket and free throw
and senior center Becca Ebert hit
a basket for Norton in the initial
stanza.

Smith Center’s only points
came on a basket and free throw
from junior Dannie Boucher and
afreethrow by freshman Morgan
Lorenzen.

The Lady Jays' best scoring
quarter wasthe second whenthey
outscored the Lady Redmen 16-7
to takea 25-11 halftimelead. Se-
nior guardKarlie Jonesand senior
guard Klaire Mann each con-
nected ontwo baskets, Newell hit
another basket along with sopho-
more center Chantille Campbell,
Cox scored inside and hit afree
throw and Ebert hit acharity.

Smith Center hit just two bas-
ketsin the second quarter. Senior
Ashley Shellito buried a three-
point basket and Boucher hit an-
other two-pointer. Senior Paige
Brookshit two freethrows.

ThelL ady Jaysoutscored Smith
Center 5-2inthelow scoringthird
quarter which ended with Norton
on top 30-13. Cox and freshman
guard Laura Lee Baird each hit a
basket and Mann swished a char-
ity.

The Lady Redmen’s only
points came on alone basket by
Boucher.

Norton outpointed Smith Cen-
ter 9-8 in the fourth quarter. Cox
hittwobaskets, Bairdburied ashot
from beyond the arc and senior
forward Amber Waggoner hit a
basket.

Boucher hit another basket for
Smith Center and sophomoreSara
Tucker, freshman Jihan Arnold
and senior Deb Fricker each hit
their only basket of thegameinthe
fina stanza.

Coxwastheonly doublefigures
scorer for Norton. She hit 5 of 6
shotsfromthefield for asizzling

good job of rebounding. The sec-
ondquarter saw theWarriorsclose
the gap to 3 with the Blue Jays
heading into half-timewith a12-
9lead. Smith Center took itsfirst
lead of thegameinthethird quar-
ter by outscoring us 9-5, leading
18-17 at theend of three quarters.
“The last quarter was a defen-
sive battle with no points being
scoredinthefinal threeminutesof
the game. J.D. Gall was able to
score4 pointsthough at thebegin-
ning of the final quarter and we
held Smith Center to 2 points,
holding on for the 21-20 win.
“Thiswasagreat winfor us. We

Smith Center and 44 percent.

Nortonwasoutrebounded 27-
15. The Lady Jays had 6 offen-
sive and 9 defensive caroms
while the Lady Redmen pulled
down 13 offensiveand 14 defen-
sive boards.

Cox wasleading rebounder for
Nortonwith 6, followed by Ebert,
3; Amber Overlease, Campbell, 2
each; Maggie Nielsen, Jones, 1
each.

TheL ady Jays defensiveefforts
led to 12 steals compared to only
8 thefts by the Lady Redmen.
Jones was the |eader with 4, fol-
lowed by Newell, 3; Overlease,
Ebert, 2 each; Rachael Lentz, 1.

Nortonhad 10 offensiveassists
comparedtoonly 7for Smith Cen-
ter. Newell, Mann, Ebert and Jones
each had 2, followed by Cox,
Baird, 1 each.

Norton suffered 14 turnovers
but caused the Lady Redmen to
turn the ball over awhopping 23
times.
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thisyear and we played much bet-
ter. Our defensewasvery goodand
wedid aterrificjob of boxing out
at times.

“1 am very proud of our kids.
They worked hard over break and
wegot better.”

Scoring for Norton were
Landon Hamel, 6; J.D. Gall, 6;
Kaenon Keiswetter, 5; Connor
Pfannenstiel, 2; and Ashton
Draper, 2.

“We faced Ellisin the second
round of the tournament on the
same day. Ellis headed into the
game as the No. 1 seed and was

Eighth grade boys’ rematch with
Panthers ends with second win

TheNorton Junior High School
eighthgradeboysbasketbal | team
finished their regular seasonwith
arematch against the Phillipsburg
PanthersonJan. 5. TheJunior Jays
won the game 29-22.

“The varsity game was a
rematchfromNovember whenwe
beat the Panthersat home30-22,”
said coach Lucas Melvin. “The
game started and so did the
Phillipsburg scoring. ThePanthers
cameout hot and scored 14 points
inthefirst quarter, while holding
usto one bucket.

“Then we fought back, led by
Landon Hamel, who had missed
the last five games with a broken

thumb. Landon scored 11 straight
points, counting thetwo he had at
the end of thefirst quarter.
“Kaenon Kelswetter also made
a 3-pointer in the second quarter.
Our defense stiffened, holding
Phillipsburg to just 2 points. We
had fought back and gottenwithin
2 beforeintermission, 14-16.
“Thethird quarter saw the Pan-
thersadd 1totheirlead, goinginto
the fourth quarter up 22-19. Our
defense then stiffened in the last
quarter,  shutting  down
Phillipsburgcompletely andkeep-
ing them scorel ess. We scored 10
inthefinal quarter tocompletethe
comeback and win 29-22.

“Thiswas our first game since
Dec. 10andinthefirst quarteryou
couldtell wehadn't had agamefor
amonth. The kids showed great
composure by coming back from
a 14-2 deficit. We fought and
fought anddidn’tgiveup. Itwasa
lot of funand great to see our kids
leaveit onthecourt.”

L eading scorers were Hamel
with 15 points, J.D. Gall with 7,
Ashton Draper with 4, and
Keiswetter with 3.

The junior varsity played two
quartersand lost 10-7.

RonneTafoyahad 4 points, Jus-
tin Chandler scored 2 and Chris
Maddy chippedin 1.

Northern Valley Junior High girls
beat Kensington 38-17; boys lose

The Northern Valley Junior
High girls basketball team beat
Kensington 38-17 on Jan. 5, but
the Husky boys lost 35-24 to the
Goldbugs.

Girls

“The girls played agood game
against Kensington to improve
theirrecordto9-0,” saidcoachJim
Cole. “They used their full court
press to jump out to a 14-2 first
quarter lead.

“We did agood job of pushing
the ball up the court for lay-ups.
Weplayed solid defensethewhole
game.

“TheB-team girlsplayed well,
winning 12-4 in a shortened

game.”

Alison Coleled scoring for the
A-team with 14 points, followed
by ChristinaAnderson, 10; Megan
Cole, 6; Kayla Field, 2; Karen
Wenzl, 2; Miriah Florence, 2; and
C.J. Woodmansee, 2.

On the B-team, Kenzie Chan-
dlerledwith 6 points, followed by
Woodmansee with 4 and Staci
Dolewith 2.

Boys

“The boyslost both the A- and
B-team gameswith Kensington,”
said Cole. “The Huskies played
hard, but needtoimprovetheir ball
handling and shooting. We are
improving with each game, but

needtobemoreconsistent onboth
offenseand defense.”

Jacob Gallentineled scoringfor
theA-teamwith8points, followed
by Dusty Eagleburger, 6; Colton
Lowry, 5; Michael Callaway, 3;
and Austin Herman, 2.

The B-team lost 26-14.

Brandon Towery led scoring
with 6 points, followed by
Herman, 4; Gunnar Hays, 2; and
Skyler Harris, 2.

The Junior Huskies and Lady
Huskieswill host EasternHeights
in Almena on Thursday, Jan. 19.
Thefirstgameissettostartat 4:30
p.m.

“Thefirst quarter was not good 2% L % 25
for us and we were behind 15-4. e e e h -
The second quarter was pretty 55/23 63/25 45/20 38/18 43/20

even and we went into half-time
trailing by 10. Thefirst part of the
third quarter, we fought back and
gottowithin5of Ellis, but thelast
part of thequarter saw Ellis' press
produce turnover and stretch the
lead to 16. Thelast quarter ended
with little scoring by either team.
Welost thegame 44-21."
Scoringfor the Junior Jayswere
Keiswetter, 9; Hamel, 4; Gall, 4;

Normal High: 42
Normal Low: 16

Sunrise: 7:56 to 7:58 A.M.
Sunset: 5:42 to 5:46 P.M.

A passing system yesterday just produced strong winds and didn’t
have any effect on the mild January temperatures. Today and
tomorrow we will see highs 10-20 degrees above normal. A 2nd
front Thurday night and Friday may squeze out some light rain or
snow across the area, but chances are better that the dry and mild
weather will continue. The dryness is not so unusual this time of
the year, but the continued 50 and 60 degree temperatures are not
normal!
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day for third place.
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Business and Professional Directory

Your Guide to Services Available in Northwest Kansas
Auto Service Repair Limousine Service

Pro b | em SO |Ved ! Afl[oralal)le Classic Limousines

Construction
OVERLEASE

and Car Service
com ) lete Piclz—up and De]ivery Services Available CO N ST R U CT I O N
C t Di B Weddings Business -Froms Special Eeents Night on the A 785-877-2115
omputer 1agnosis Town, or Errands — Special Attention for Your Special Day 410 South Street
s 410501 |

(785) 202-0952 Notton KS, 67654
Services Available 24-Hours/Day

Space Available

CAREFUL ATTENTION SETS
OUR SERVICE SHOP
APART FROM OTHERS

~Tune-ups ~Air Conditioner
~Brakes ~Exhaust System
~Shocks ~Radiator Repair

WALTER

MOTOR COMPANY

NORTON—1-800-479-3112 (877-3112)

emodeling *Additions Custom Cabinets
Call Greg Overlease for all your carpentry needs

Space Available
Wouldn’t Your Ad

‘ aak Great
A

Wouldn't Your
Ad Look
Great Here!ll
Call 877-3361

Here?
Call 877-3361
Construction

Rx Compounding and Therapy

&= Bison

Customized Rx compounding & Therapy
o
presgiirions 2 James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

patients with
unique medical 416 State Street, Suite A

7 Shaun Wiltfong

General Contractor

Majestic Manor Construction

«References Available
*Free Estimates *Senior Discounts

situations Atwood, Kansas 67730 ~Financing Available (w/apc)
requiring (785) 626-3237 _ _

unique medical (800) 696-3214 Visnzgi szt‘lww:lngnggn .
solutions. Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net (BoNDED AND INSURED)

GIVE YOUR BusINESS THE ATTENTION IT DEeserves!!
CALL THeE NORTON

Spaces Always Available: I ELE RAM

1”” per month — $42.50
/85-877-3361

2”” per month — $76.50
3”” — per month — $103.50




