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Norton wins Newton Wrestling Tournament

By DICKBOYD

Coach Bill Johnson’s Norton
Community High School wres-
tling team surprised everyoneout-
side of Northwest Kansas when
they becamethesmallest school to
wintheprestigiousNewton\Wres-
tling Tournament of Champions
last year and they really got
everyone' sattentionlast weekend
when they won it for the second
year inarow!

Noteamwithlower enrollment
than a Class 5A school had ever
wonthetournament until lastyear
and this year the Blue Jays re-
turnedfor the43rdannual Friday-
Saturday event and brought home
theteam trophy again.

Norton amassed 165 points to
win the championship over 26
other schools.

Perry, Okla., placed secondwith
155and Colby wasthirdwith 139.
They were followed by Bishop
Carrall, 127.5; Valley Center, 119;
Arkansas City, 116.5; Derby,
114.5; Wichita South, 112;
Gardner-Edgerton, 110.5;
Hutchinson, 107.5; Clay Center,
103; Maize, 100; Wichita North-
west, 79.5; McPherson, 73; Man-
hattan, 69.5; Emporia, 64; Salina
South, 55; Buhler, 54; DodgeCity,
52; Mill Valley, 50.5;
Leavenworth, 44; Winfield, 31.5;
El Dorado, 29.5; Andover, 28;
Campus, 25; Newton, 22; Wichita
East, 12.

Fourteen of the 27 teams who
competed in the tournament are
stateranked. InClass6A, they are
Manhattan, No.3; Hutchinson,
No.4; Emporia, No.5; Maize,
No.6; Derby, No.7; WichitaSouth,
No.9. Ranked teams competing
from Class 5A were: Arkansas
City, No.2; Bishop Carroll, No.3;
Campus, No.5; Salina South,
No.9. Clay Center isranked No.1
and Colby is No.6 in Class 4A.
Nortonisranked No.1linClass3-
2-1A. Perry, Okla.isrankedNo0.10
inthestateof Oklahomainall size
enrollments.

Norton, Clay Center, Bishop
Carroll and Perry, which is Class
2A, areall defending state cham-
pions.

This was the fourth year for
Norton to competein thistourna
ment. Thefirstyear, Norton placed
five wrestlers and scored 121
points to finish sixth. Two years
ago, the Blue Jays placed eight
wrestlersand scored 125 pointsto
finish fourth.

Last year, eight of 13 Norton
boysplacedinthetop eight asthe
Blue Jayswon the championship
with 170.5 points.

This year, only 10 Blue Jay
wrestlers were entered and eight
placed in the top eight of their
weight classes.

Norton has had an individual
championall fouryears. Thisyear
it was senior 160 pound wrestler
Lance Roe.

Nortonhad six wrestlersin Sat-
urday night’s championship fi-
nals, by far themost of any school.
Placing second in their weight
classes were: freshman Zach
Bainter, 112; senior Clay Madden,
119; junior Nathan Broeckel man,
125; senior Luke Pfannenstiel,
152 and senior Davvid Stanley,
171.

Senior Jeremy Harding placed
fourth at 145 and junior Blake
VanEaton finished in seventh
placeat 140.

Not placing were junior Kent
Mann, 130 and senior Jon
Harding, 135.

Norton was open at 103, 189,
215 and 275 pounds.

For the second straight year,
coach Johnson was named “ Out-
standing Coach of the Tourna-
ment”.

AaronEly of Leavenworth, who
isranked No.1 at 119in Class6A
inthestate, wasnamed* Outstand-
ing Wrestler of the Tournament”.
Ely decisioned Madden in the
championship match, handing
Madden hisfirstlossof theseason.

Coach Johnsonnamedtheentire
Nortonwrestlingteam* Wrestlers
of the Week”.

“This tournament was tougher
than last year’s,” said Johnson.
“Most weight classes had five to
eightdefendingstatemedalists. To
finish in the top eight was ex-
tremely tough and eight of our
wrestlersdid just that.

“1"'mvery proud of theway our
boyswrestled in thistournament.

“Comingintothetournament, |
didn'tknow if enteringonly 10out
of 14 wrestlers would be enough
toplaceinthetop threeteams.

“On Friday, we wrestled ex-
tremely well and put six in
Saturday’sfinals. That wasavery
successful first day.

“1’m not disappointed that we
had only onechampion. It wasour
little school against therest of the
state plus one Oklahomateam. In
fact, no school had morethan one
champion. Wichita South had
threein thefinalsand no champi-
ons. Perry had two and onecham-
pion. Bishop Carroll had two and
one champion. Maize had two in
thefinal sand only onechampion.
Clay Center had two finalistsand
nochampions. Infact, every single
champion was from a different
school.

“Thistournament is tougher to
winthanour statetournament. We
go to this tournament to prepare
for the statetournament. Wewant
all ourwrestlerstobetested before
thestatetournament andthey were
testedinthistournament. Inorder
to be the best wrestlers, you have
to wrestle the best. The competi-
tion in this tournament is very
tough.

“Obviously, I'm very pleased
weplacedeight of 10wrestlersand
that all 10 madeit to the quarter-
finas.

“1 had several comments from
other coaches and spectators on
how hard our wrestlers compete,
winor lose. Thisisarea compli-
menttoourwrestlers. I’ mproud of
theway wegooutandlay itonthe
line each and every time. If you
don’t go out and compete hard
every time, anyone can beat you.
A lot of times, the best wrestler
doesn’'twin.

“Many, many thanksto all our
fans, many of whom madethe500
miletripto Newton to support us.
TheNortonfansectionwaslarger
than any other school’s.”

Norton had awin-lossrecord of
27-12 inthetournament and apin
ratioof 12-2.“Wewereleading at
thetime when wewerepinnedin
those two matches and probably
would have won them,” said
Johnson.

Individual placings

Norton’s Lance Roe is ranked
No.linthestatein Class 3-2-1A
at 160 pounds and was seeded
No.3. Inthefirst round, hewon a
21-6 technical fall over Tanner
Kriss, Colby. Inthequarter-finals,
hewonal3-5major decisionover
No.6 seed Alex Juby, Buhler.

Inthesemi-finals, Roewrestled
No.1lstaterankedat 145in6A and
No.2 seed Romero Cotton,
Hutchinson. Cotton broughtal7-
1 record into the match. Roe

scored five pointsin the first pe-
riod ontwo takedownsand an es-
capebut Cottontalliedfour points
onatakedown and two escapesto
makethescore5-4in Roe' sfavor.
In the second period, Cotton
scored apoint on an escapetotie
thescoreat 5-all. Neither wrestler
scoredinthethird period, sending
itintoovertime. Intheoneminute
extraperiod, both wrestlerswere
on their feet and neither could
takedowntheother. Cottonhadthe
choiceforthenext 30 secondsand
hechosebottom. Roerodehimfor
the entire 30 seconds for the 6-5
victory!

In the championship finals on
Saturday night, Roe wrestled
Brendan Lund, Clay Center, who
had handed Roehisonly lossof the
season when they met inthe Clay
Center Invitational earlier thissea-
son. Lund isranked No.1 in the
statein Class 4A and was seeded

No.1. Roetook Lund downtwice |

inthefirst periodtotakea4-1lead,
then took Lund down for athree-
point near fall inthesecond period
to extend hislead to 7-1. In the

third period, Roeearnedtwomore |

takedown pointsand Lundgot two
for areversal to make the final
score9-3 and earnthegold medal
for Roe.

Withthewin, Roeextended his
seasonrecordto21-1. Lundisnow
17-1.

Inthethird placematch, Cotton
won a 9-1 major decision over
Juby.

Zach Bainter isranked No.4in
the state at 112 pounds and was
seededNo.5. Inhisfirst match, he
pinned Jabez Zinbobu, Maize, in
3:54,thenwona5-3decisionover
Devin Slane, Andover. In the
semi-finals, Bainter wrestledNo.2
state ranked in 6A and No.1 seed
Mike Creekmore, WichitaSouth.
After a scoreless first period,
Bainter took a2-0lead with are-
versal and pinned Creekmore in
3:49 to advance to Saturday’s
championshipfinals.

Bainter wrestled Micah
Ankenman, Hutchinson, who is
ranked No.3inthestatein 6A and
was seeded No.2. Ankenman got
two takedowns and Bainter got
two escapesin thefirst period to
put Ankenman ahead 4-2. In the
second period, Bainter gotarever-
sal to tie the score at 4-all.
Ankenman prevailed in the third
period, however, when he took
Bainter downfortwopointstowin
6-4.

Bainter isnow 10-1 for thesea-
son and Ankenman is 15-4.
Ankenman is the son of Tom
Ankenman, whowasathree-time
state champion for the Norton
Blue Jays when in high school
here.

Third place went to Joey
Stephens, Derby, the No.3 seed,
with a 5-3 decision over
Creekmore.

Clay Maddenisranked No.1in
the state at 119 and was seeded
No.linthetournament. Inhisfirst
round match, he won a 13-3 ma-
jor decisionover No.8seed L ogan
Cooper, Campus. Next, hepinned
Brett Delich, Shawnee,in2:41.In
the semi-finals, he pinned No.5
seed Seth Mertins, Valley Center,
in1:50.

In the championship finals,
Madden wrestled No.1 state
rankedin6A andNo.3seedAaron
Ely, Leavenworth. Maddentrailed
by just 2-0 after afirst period
takedown. Neither wrestler scored
in the second period. Mertins
scored 11 pointsontwo near falls,
two takedownsand an escapeand

.1 ‘_I'I.

Norton’s 140 pound wrestler Blake VanEaton gets two points for a takedown against

Smith Center’s Travis Warner in Thursday’s dual. Warner is ranked No.1 in the state
and VanEaton is ranked No.3. It was a hard fought match, but Warner prevailed 8-4.

Madden scored just two pointson
two escapesin thefinal period as
Ely wona13-2 major decision.

It was the first season loss for
Madden who isnow 21-1. Ely is
now 13-1.

No.2 seed Trison Graham, Ark
City, won third with a 10-4 deci-
sion over N0.6 seed Trenton
Powell, Colby.

At 125 pounds, Nathan
BroeckelmanisrankedNo.1linthe
state and was seeded No.1. Inthe
first round, he won an 11-6 deci-
sionover DaneRodriquez, Derby,
then he decisioned No.8 seed
Cody Broyles, Ark City, 8-6.Inthe
semi-finals, he pinned Beau
Hintzen, Maise, in 1:41.

In the championship finals,
Broeckelman wrestled No.2 seed
Nick Nothern, SalinaSouth. Nei-
ther wrestler scored in the first
period. Broeckelman took a 3-1
lead in the second period with an
escape and takedown. Nothern
rallied in the final period and
scored 3 points on an escape and
takedown towin 4-3.

Broeckelman is now 22-2 for
the season and Nothernis 19-1.

Third place went to Stephen
Swan, Perry, with a 7-2 decision
over No.3 seed Justin Broadbent,
Mill Valley.

Luke Pfannenstiel, who is
rankedNo.3inthestateat 152, was
seeded No.3inthetournament. In
the first round, he pinned Alan
McMurray, McPherson, in 1:44.
Inthequarter-finals, hewonals-
3 maor decision over N0.6 seed
Blake Long, Derby. In the semi-
finals, Pfannenstiel, won a 3-2
decision over No.2 seed Kyle
Allen, Clay Center.

In the championship finals,
Pfannenstiel wrestled No.1 state
rankedin5A and No.1seed David
Loos, Bishop Carroll. Loos got
two takedowns and Pfannenstiel
scored on two escapesin thefirst
period to trail 4-2. Another
takedown by L oos and escape by
Pfannenstiel inthe second period
made the score 6-3. Pfannenstiel

No.2 state ranked Nathan Broeckelman of Norton pins pound match as the official looks carefully to make sure
Travis Rempe, Smith Center, during Thursday’s 125 both of Rempe’s shoulders are on the mat.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

got hisonly takedown of thematch
inthethird period but Loosgot an
escape to win 7-5.Pfannenstiel is
now 18-4for the seasonand L oos
isl7-3.

Davvid Stanley was seeded
No.2 at 171 pounds. In hisfirst
match, he pinned David Bonner,
Dodge City, in 4:48. Next, he
pinned LucasOrtiz, Leavenworth,
in4:45. Inthesemi-finals, Stanley
pinned histhird straight opponent
when he made Gabe Myers, Val-
ley Center, count thelightswitha
fall in3:02.

Stanley wrestled No.1 seed
Dusty Ward, Perry, inthe cham-
pionship finals. Ward scored
four points on two takedowns
and Stanley tallied two on two
escapesinthefirst period to put
Ward ahead 4-2. In the second
period, Ward added to his lead
with an escape and takedown to
makethescore7-2. Stanley con-
tinuedtobattleinthethird period
but was able to score only three
pointson atakedown and escape
while Ward added six more
points on a near fall, takedown
and escape to win a 13-5 major
decision.

Stanley is now 15-10. Ward
extended hisseasonrecordto 16-
2.

No.4seed RyanGarrett, Buhler,
placed third by pinning Myersin
2:10.

Jeremy Hardingisranked No.6
in the state and was seeded No.4
in the tournament. In the first
round, hepinned Ronnie Schmidt,
Newton, in 1:19. Next, he edged
No.5seed Michael Schwind, Val-
ley Center, 3-2. Inthesemi-finals,
helostal0-3decisiontoNo.1seed
Austin Workman, Perry, who is
ranked No.7 in all classesin the
state of Oklahoma. In the conso-
lation bracket, Harding wrestled
Alex Patrick, Wichita South, and
decisioned him 6-4 to qualify for
the consolation championship
match. Hardinginjury defaultedto
No.3 seed Taylor Finley, Colby,
and placed fourth.

Jeremy Harding'srecordisnow
19-3.

No.2 seed Nathan Thibault,
Maize, won the championship
with an 8-6 decision in overtime
over Workman.

BlakeVanEatonisrankedNo.3
inthestate at 140 and was seeded
No.7. Inthefirst round, he pinned
Isaac Oglesby, Derby, in 47 sec-
onds. Next, hewasshutout 7-0 by
No.2 seed Zac Hintzen, Maise. In
the consol ation bracket, hewon a
13-1 major decision over Jordan
Kolterman, Clay Center. In his
next match, helost a4-1 decision
to No.3 seed Levi Sides,
McPherson. Inhisfinal match, he
shutout Brandon Maoberly, Salina
South, 5-0to earn seventh place.

VanEatonisnow 21-4.

No.1 state ranked in 4A and
No.1 seed Cole Garcia, Colby,
won the championship witha9-2
decisionover Hintzen. Third place
went to Sides when No.6 seed
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MitchArnold, Bishop Carrall, in-
jury defaulted.
KentMannwastheNo.6 seed
130 pounds. In thefirst round, he
overpowered Colton Snook,
Derby, and won a 16-0 technical
fall. He lost his quarter-final s
match by a6-1 scoreto No.3 seed
Ry Fleming, Perry. In the conso-
lation bracket, he wrestled Jareg
Flanagin, Colby, and led going
intothethird periodwherehewas

pinnedin 3:50.
Mann is now 15-4 for the sea-
son.

No.1 seed Wes Barrett, El
Dorado, won the championship
with a 12-7 decision over No.2
seed Daniel Munoz, Wichita
South. Third place went tc
Flemingwitha9-7 overtimedeci-
sionover No.5seedKirk Godfrey,
Ark City.

JonHardingwasseededNo.4 at
135 pounds. In thefirst round, he
pinned GeorgeAlvarez, Ark City,
in 2:56. In the quarter-finals, he
was pinned in 2:23 by No.5 seed
Bishop Price, Wichita South.

In the consolation bracket, he
lost a 6-4 decision to Daniel
Gonzales, Colby.

JonHardingisnow 16-7for the
season.

No.2 seed Aldon Isenberg,
Gardner, won the championship
with a 7-4 decision over Price.
ThirdplacewenttoNo.1seed Tom
McDonad, Bishop Carroll, withe
16-2 major decision over Adam
Schwandt, Perry.

At 103 pounds, No.1 seec
Nathan Furches, Derby, won the
championship witha2-1decision
over No.2 seed John Keller,
Bishop Carroll. Third place went
to No.3 seed Dante Rogers,
WichitaNorthwest, witha3-2 de-
cision over Ladd Rupp, Perry.

At 189, No.1 seed Alex
Whitehill, McPherson, won the
championshipwitha4-2 overtime
decision over No.2 seed Josh
Marrs, Clay Center. Third place
went to No.3 seed Ben Evans,
Hutchinson, with an 11-3 major
decision over No.5 seed Clint
Bruce, Ark City.

No.2 seed JustinNallarato, Val -
ley Center, won the 215 pounc
championship witha3-1overtime
decision over No.4 seed James
Sparks, Emporia. Third place
went to No.1 seed Jarrett Edison,
Wichita Northwest, with an 11-3
technical fall over No.8 seed Sean
Jasperse, Gardner, in 2:56.

The 275 pound champion was
No.1 seed Tyler Jessen, Wichite
Northwest, who pinned No.2 seed
Xavier Louis, Wichita South.
Third place went to No.3 seed
SteveAndrus, Manhattan, witharn
8-2 decision over No.4 seec
Austen Hybsha, Andover.

Next action

Next competitionfortheNorton
Blue Jay wrestling team will be
Tuesday when they wrestle Hays
High and Kearney, Neb. in the
Wilmeth Kirk Memorial Gym,
beginning at 4 p.m.



