OnTV.

Take advantage of the best
local guide to what's on TV
next week with The Tele-
gram’s handy schedule of
programming.
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Sports:

Cheyenne Conference
Tournament results, Blue
Jay basketball over Trego,
Girls beat Smith Center,
Wrestlers win at Newton.

Pagess,9,10&12

Norton, Kansas
Home of Wanda Stephenson

Boosters to meet
Wednesday

The Norton Blue Jay Booster
Club will meet at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday in the high school
cafeteria.

Norton wrestling coach Bill
Johnson, girls basketball coach
Kevin Jilka and boys basketball
coach Doug Reusink will update
fans on the latest competition by
the Blue Jays as well as preview
upcoming contests.

Free refreshments will be served.

All fans of Norton Community
High School sports are invited.

Filing deadline
IS In one week

Those who want to run for city
council in Norton and Lenora have
a week to file.

The filing deadline for the April
elections is noon on Tuesday, Jan.
24. Potential candidates in Norton
can file at the Norton City Office,
while Lenora’s potential candi-
dates can file at the Lenora City
Office.

Activities program
set for Friday

An educational program will be
held at 3:30 p.m. Friday to teach
activities that promote fun and
physical activity for older adults.

The activities take about 20 to
30 minutes a day and will increase
flexibility, strength and balance.
Most of the activities are done
sitting in a chair.

The program will be taught by
Cathy Musick, the Gove County
extension director at the Norton
Senior Citizens Center, 208 W.
Main.

For more information, call the
Norton County Extension Office at
877-5755.
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Forecast:

Tonight — Partly cloudy with lows in
the lower 20s. West winds 5 to 15 mph.
Wednesday Night — Partly cloudy with
lows in the mid 20s. Thursday — Partly
cloudy with highs in the upper 40s.
Thursday Night — Mostly cloudy with
a 20 percent chance of snow after
midnight. Lows in the lower 20s. Friday
— Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent
chance of snow. Highs in the upper 30s.

Eternal God, may our lives be a
constant rhythm of time spent with
you, so that we never forget from
whom our guidance comes. Amen

Show.

4-H'ers create favorite
concoctions for show

One of the highlights of the 4-H calendar year isthe Favorite Fooc

Saturday, 24 entriesweredisplayed at theNorton County 4-H Buil d-
ing by 4-H’ ersin four different level s of competition.

The4-H'’ er prepared afood dish and displayed it, long with atable
setting and decorations. Judges discussed food preparation, nutrition
and food safety with each entrant.

Judgesthisyear wereMary Kay Warner, Extension Educatorin Rec
Willow County, Neb., Amy Terrill, Family Consumer sciences agent

(Continued on Page 5)
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Loren Mordecali, 8, (right) reads a book while she waits her turnin cherry-topped, black forest parfaits during the show. Both are mem-
the judging Saturday during the annual 4-H Favorite Foods Show. bers of the Busy Beavers 4-H Club.
Loren made no-bake cookies. Tyson Gill, 7, (left) is ready to serve

— Telegram photos by Veronica Monier

By TOM DREILING

There they were, in their shorts and
pullovers, washing vehiclesin their
driveways, shooting hoops, walking,
running, probably golfing— doing all
thosethingsreservedfor thewarmdays
of summer.

But thiswas Jan. 15in Norton, Kan.

Weather expertshad predictedavery
agreeableweekend, especially for Sun-
day. Andthey wereright ontarget.

Unofficial temperatures within the
community of Norton ranged from 68
to72. Officialy, the National Weather
Service at Goodland didn’t have any-
thingofficial for Norton. Butjust ahop,

Sunday’s weather
pokes fun at winter

skipandjumpsouthof here, at Hill City
— whereweather equipment ismain-
tained and numbers provided to the
weather officeat Goodland—themer-
cury roseto 71 degreesand that was a
record-breaker. Hill City’s previous
Jan. 15 high was 70 set in 2000.

Northwest of Norton, at McCook,
the high was 68, smashing the old
record of 66 setin 1943.

Theweather forecastersalso called
for a winter storm watch overnight
Sunday and into Monday, but that
didn’'t materialize.

“There were afew snow flakesre-

(Continued on Page 5)

Board to see what projects
are at the top of the class

By VERONICA MONIER

TheNorton School Board hasto decide
which of 16 capital outlay projects the
district could benefit from the most.

Superintendent Greg Mann asked the
board torank the projectsin order of im-
portance. Thisyear, hesaid, hedidn’t put
costsinwiththeprojects, sothat theboard
couldpick theprojectsitthoughtit needed
to do and then from there would narrow
the choices down to what it could afford
todo.

Thisyear’ sproposed projectsare:

» Concrete replacement in the junior/
senior highparkinglot, junior highdrive-
way, high school sidewalks, and grade
school and junior/senior high curbs. Mr.
Mann said he would have a priority list

availablelater, becausethereistoo much
work that needs to be done to do all at
once.

* Replace the windows at the weight
room and wrestling room. He said they
werethe original windows.

* Replacethewindowsonthesouthside
of the 1966 junior high addition. Mr.
Mann said parts aren’t available to fix
these anymore, nor can replacement
screensbefound.

« Air condition the vocal office. This
wouldrequireextensivework, hesaid, as
itispart of theoldbuilding. A window unit
wouldn’t work either, because there are
no windowsin the office.

* Replacetheasphalt hardtopplay ares

(Continued on Page 5)

New study could mean less money for rural schools

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

A cost study order by the Kansas L eg-
islature released last week could mean
less money in the general fund for the
Norton School District but possibly more
for at-risk students.

The proposal would slash low-enroll-
ment subsidies that Norton and other
small districts depend on, officials say,
shifting themoney to urban schoolswith
more“at-risk” students.

Thechangecould meanmorecutbacks
for Nortonschools, thoughnothingiscer-
tainyet.

The study by the Division of Post Au-
dit, theresearch arm of the state L egisla-
ture, callsfor thestateto spend $316 mil-
lionto $399.3 millionmoreon schoolsto
makesureeach meetsrequirementsset by
thestateBoard of Education. Althoughit
isbeing referred to by many asthe* post-
auditreport,” itsformal nameis* Elemen-
tary and Secondary Educationin Kansas:
Estimating the Costs of K-12 Education
using Two Approaches.”

Although the additional money islaid
outinthedocuments, a30-pagesummary

and 264 pagesof thereport, rural districts
like Norton could lose money inthegen-
eral fund, whilepossibly gaining somefor
at-risk kids.

Basically the*low-enrollment” rateis
lower in the proposed model than in the
current formula, and that affects smaller
districts. Theat-risk weightingishigher,
especially intheurbanareas, wherethere

ishigher poverty. Thereport saysthat the
estimated at-risk weighting should be
484 per free lunch student in most dis-
tricts, but the current plan isaweight of
.193 per freelunch student.

Instead of counting each “ at-risk” stu-
dent as 1.2 enrolled, schools will count
themasnearly 1.5 students, andthat could
tip the budget scale away from rural

Norton school budget might suffer

By VERONICA MONIER

A new post audit cost study, if approved
by the Kansas L egislature, could reduce
the Norton School District’s budget au-
thority by asignificant amount.

Superintendent Greg Mann told the
school board that the study had two ap-
proaches. Both approaches deal with the
cost of education. Theinput hastodowith
the“things’ of providingasuitableeduca-
tion, including instructional costs, insur-
ance, utilities, etc., and uses the required
classes and mandated programs of the
K SDE and Board of Regentsastheguide.

Theoutput approach attemptsto cal culate
the cost of bringing every child to profi-
ciency or aboveasmeasured by thestate' s
assessment tests, and which is also man-
dated by the federal government’s“No
Child Left Behind” requirements. This
amount will increase each year asthe per-
centage required to meet proficiency in-
creaseseach year to 2014.

He said the input approach is broken
downintothreelevels— 25 studentsper
class; 18 studentsper classfor kindergar-
ten through third grade and 23 students

(Continued on Page 5)

schools.

Raising the at-risk and urban-poverty
weights will cost the state at least $350
million for the one approach budget and
$361 million for the other.

Under thecurrent formula, at-risk fund-
ingwouldcost $112 millionfor nextyear,
so the proposed plan would cost $238
millionto $249 million more.

The state defines “at-risk” usualy by
economic status, indicated by whether &
student qualifiesunder federal rules.

Thisisn’tthefirstgo-around over state

school financing. Last year, the Legisla-
turespent many hoursdiscussingwhat t
do. Duringtheregular session, theel ected
members OK’d $141.1 million in new
money for public schoolsfor this school
year.
June 3, the Kansas Supreme Court or-
dered the L egislature to increase school
funding by $285 million beyond that,
based on astudy by the Denver-areacon-
sulting firm Augenblick and Myers.

During the regular session, the Legis-
latureasked theDivision of Post Audittc

(Continued on Page 5)
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Carissa Wentz of the Prairie Dog 4-H Club answers ques- Favorite Food Show held Saturday at the 4-H Building.
— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

tions from judge Mary Kay Warner of McCook, Neb.
Carissa made her famous barbecue muffins for the 4-H

4-H'ers create delicious delicacies for show

(Continued from Page 1)
and Nadine Holmes, Extension
Secretary, both from Smith
County.

Mary Wentz and Elaine
Lofgreen co-chaired the event.

Other committee members were
Bryce Lofgreen, Katrina Wentz,
Staci Montgomery, Lois Wentz

and MonicaCole.

Norton County Extension
agent, Keith VanSkike, said the

(Continued from Page 1)

ported here and there and that
wasaboutall,” said Meteorol o-
gistMick McGuireat Goodland
onMonday afternoon, explain-
ing the storm track was more
southerly.

Mr. McGuire said thereisa
chance, perhaps a 40 percent
chance, of moisturetakingaim
for some partsof western Kan-
saslate Thursday night and Fri-
day morning. Hesaid right now
there is some question as to

Sunday’s weather
IN Norton pokes
fun at winter

what track thewinter stormwill
take, butif everythinggoesright
itcouldincludeanareainaline
stretching from Tribune to
Norton.

Temperatures fell dramati-
cally in northwest Kansas on
Monday, with some thermom-
etersrecordinghighsonlyinthe
upper 30stothelower 40swith
winds20-25milesper hourwith
higher gusts. The winds did
makeitfeel coolerthanthemer-
cury showed.

food show isoneof theearly food
projects that gives 4-H’ers a
chanceto preparefoodsand prac-
tice before the county fair. Mr.
VanSkike said copies of all the
recipesused in thefood show are

availableat the Extension Office.

Thefour overal winnerswere:
Level I, Molly Maddy; Level I,
Wyatt Wentz: Level Il1, Carissa
Wentz;andLevel IV, KyraFulton.

Proposal could cause
schools some trouble

(Continued from Page 1)
conduct thelatest study

Part of the report talks about
decreasing transportation money
by 18 percent, whichwill hurt the
rural schools, where buses some-
times travel 50 miles to pick up
fiveor six kids.

The report talks about adding
money for at-risk students, but tak-
ing away low enrollment weight-
ing which helps support smaller
schools.

Part of the post audit proposal
includes a hold-harmless clause
whichsaysthat if adistrict hasthe
samenumber of students, thenthe
district will get the same amount
of money next year.

That would cost anywherefrom
$9.4 million to $35.1 million &
year, however, andtheL egidature
might decideit’ stoo expensive.

The hold-harmless clause
doesn’'t take into account declin-
ing enrollment though.

Norton schools might
see loss of money

(Continued from Page 1)
per classfor fourththroughtwel fth
grades; and 20 students per class.

Withthefirstlevel, aclasssize
of 25, the state would haveto add
$316.2 million; with the second,
18 for K-3 and 23 for 4-12, it
would have to add $519 million;
and with the third, a class size of
20, itwould needto add $623 mil-
lion. The increases for all three
only coverthoseprogramsthat are
required becausethey are state or
federal mandates, he said.

Mr.Mannsaidof thethreeinput
scenarios, as well as the output
approach, the base state aid per
pupil will increase, butlow enrol |-
ment weighting, as well as other
weightingstransportationand vo-
cational weighting, will decrease.

Inevery scenarioexcept one—

Projects have to make the grade

(Continued from Page 1)

at Eisenhower Elementary with
concrete and add an “unloading”
sidewalk aongEisenhower Drive.
Mr.Mannsaidsomethingisgoing
to have to be done with the play
area, whether itsreplacing the as-
phaltwithnew asphalt or concrete.
Asfor theunloading sidewalk, he
said a sidewalk and an entrance
through the middle of the grass
would beinstalled.

Eisenhower Principal Corey
Roy said it would help to relieve
congestion and would give stu-
dents some place to get through
snow driftsin thewinter.

» New weight equipment for the
weight room.

* New electricplaner andknives
for thewood shop.

* Replace vo-ag pick-up. Mr.
Mann said the pick-up would be
replaced with a3/4 ton and could
be used to haul trailers and stu-
dents. Now, thevo-ag department

Central Valley Irrigation
invites you to attend

an Aqua-Traxx°PC Seminar

drip irrigation!

grower meetings:

Gwen’s Cafe

SAVE WATER AND MONEY
even in difficult topographical
conditions with sub-surface

Come learn if this new breakthrough
irrigation technology is right for you.
Plan to attend one of the following

Tuesday, January 31

Alton, Kansas

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 1

Almena Community Bldg.

Almena, Kansas

10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Thursday, February 2
Super 8 Motel Conf. Room
Holdrege, Nebraska
4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Please RSVP by Tuesday, January 24
for the free meal by calling Central
Valley Irrigation at 308-995-6583
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Central Valley Irrigation

Micro-Irrigation

hasaFord F-150, whichissmaller
and doesn’t have much power. If
the new truck was purchased, the
F-150 would probably go to the
mai ntenance department.

* Replace milk coolers, toaster
andovensat thejunior/senior high
and stack ovens at the grade
school. He said all of the equip-
ment could stand to be replaced
and had been repaired more than
once.

e Buy an aluminum wire tig
welder and replacesix arch weld-
ersfor theag shop.

*Buy Choraeshells. Theshells
can be used for band and vocal
concertsto amplify the sound.

* Resurfacethetrack.

* Buy anew riding mower and
attachmentstoreplacetheoldone.

* Re-dothefootball playingsur-
face. This would include re-

crowning and re-soding the field
andraising the sprinkler systems.
AthleticDirector Larry Millssaid
thiswould improve the safety of
thefield, asthefield isno longer
even.

e Pad the walls of the grade
school gym. Mr. Roy saidthepads
are5to 6 feet tall and would give
the students something softer to
runinto than the concretewalls.

* Buy new tablesfor the junior
high science room. The tables
would be a hexagon shape and
wouldn’t need water, gasor elec-
tric attachments.

Mr. Mann asked that the board
membersratethe projects, sothat
they can go over them at the Feb-
ruary meeting.

20studentsper class—theNorton
School District will have dimin-
ished budget authority.

Theproblem, hesaid, isNorton
isn't in or around an urban area.
Larger schoolsinurbanareaswill
see more money with the study,
whilerural schoolswill seeless.

Basicaly, he said, the funding
for regular education will de-
crease, whilethat for special pro-
gramswill increase. Every oneof
the scenarios gives fewer dollars
for general education, hesaid.

In other business, the board:

e Heard a curriculum report on
thefineartsdepartment from Band
Instructor David Will. Mr. Will
talked about how hisstudentssight
read music.

* Appointed Board member Jeff
Nielsen to the Calendar Commit-
tee, which will devel op the 2006-
07 school calendar.

« Accepted the high bidsfor the
surplus woods equipment. Bids
acceptedwere$50fromMr. Mann
foraradial armsaw, $401 fromthe
Jewell School District for ashaper
andbits,and$201.99fromDarrell
Kellermanfor theLathemodel 90.

*Wentintofour closed sessions
totaling one hour and ten minutes
to discuss non-€l ected personnel.

 Accepted the resignations of
Cindy M cK ennaasthehighschool
dance team coach, effective at the
end of the 2005-06 basketball sea-
son; Kelly Gossasajunior/senior
high cook, effective Jan. 18;
JeannieDownasacrossingguard,
effectiveJan. 27; and Bruce Poage
asK-8counsel or for thepurposeof
retirement, effective at the end of
the 2005-06 school year.

* Extended Mr. Mann’ scontract
as superintendent through the
2007-08 school year with salary
andbenefitstobedetermined|ater.

PROPERTYTAXREPORT

At Rural Telephone and Nex-Tech,

we aim to be good corporate citizens
of the region. We understand the need
for property taxes to help support our
schools and other public resources.
For the year 2005, we paid OVER

$1.6 MILLION in property taxes in the

following counties.

Norton
Osborne
Phillips

Rawlins ..o,

Russell
Saline

$146,096

$122,345 Total

...................................... $7180

$106,452

$1,631,663

These property taxes together with the dollars we spend on services, payroll
and upgrading our plant facilities help support the local economy.

We'd like to thank those of you who continue to put your trust and hard-
earned dollars into products and services from Rural Telephone and Nex-Tech.
We realize you have a choice when making purchases such as directory yellow
page advertising and other telecommunication products and services. When
you choose Rural Telephone and Nex-Tech, you’re keeping your dollars in the
local economy supporting YOUR SCHOOLS and YOUR PUBLIC RESOURCES.

1.877.567.7872

ruraltelephone.com

RRURAL TELEPHONE

nex-tech.com

’.@

u
ral Telephone com®



