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Here'san idea
worth pursuing

Sometimes a news story or a magazine article tells you about a
wonderful idea.

The Denver Post had one of those last month.

It was on the inside — really on the inside, Page 24A jumping to
Page 27A. But it struck me as a great idea that could be modified
for northwest Kansas.

The story told how the food bank in Boulder posts a little white
sign on its door telling people what it needs the most.

“The little white sign sitting modestly in front of the Emergency
Family Assistance Association’s office is like a catalog of commu-
nity need,” the story says. “Corn. Toothpaste. Toilet paper.”

What a great idea. Just a little notice telling people what people
need.

People in this country are incredibly generous. They give to help
hurricane victims, terrorist targets, cancer sufferers, sick children
and homeless cats and dogs. They give food, money, bedding
and support, whatever someone asks for.

But, they have to know there is a problem and what is needed.

Now, it probably wouldn’t do much good out here to put a
note on the food pantry’s door. Most of them are run by churches
and a note on the door will only reach a small congregation.

However, if the people who run the food pantries and the
people who run the groceries got together, they could help each
other and lots of others.

How about if the food pantry organizers gave the grocers a list
of their most-needed items each week? The grocery could put
that list on a small table with those items so that people could
pick a couple of things up when they do their shopping. Then
they could put the purchased items into a box at the store, take
them to the pantry or leave them at the newspaper office. We’d
be happy to help. Heck, we could even print the list if someone
brought it to us.

If the grocery doesn’t have room for a table, a note on the door
would help those wanting to help others know what is most
needed.

If the grocery wanted to go even further, it could put out bags
of needed items with prices on them — $5, $10.99, $17.29 —so
that people could just pick up a bag of most-needed products
and pay for it with their other purchases.

The stores would benefit from the additional business and the
food pantries would get restocked on stuff that go quickly.

It’s a win-win situation, but it will take cooperation and some-
one making the first move. — Cynthia Haynes

LETTER TO THEEDITOR:
4-H club needs addresses of soldiers

TotheEditor: paper couldyou pleasee-mail themtome.

Our 4-H group (Harvesters4-H Club of
Selden) isbaking cookiesfor any active
duty soldierswho havetiesto the North-
west Kansasarea, andwearetryingtoget
addresses for these soldiers. If you have
any addressesthat havebeenlistedinthe

Also, if youhaveany informationonother

ways to get these addresses it would be
greatly appreciated.

Avery Spresser

RR2Box 120

Hoxie, Kan. 67740
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STOMACH  TOASTING
WOULD ALS0  PEPTO

BISMOL.
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T JusTgs Trimone HAPPY ELECTION YEAR!

MAY GACH OF YOU
> GNJOY THE
PATIENCE AND STAMINA
OF A
CAREER, BURGAUCRAT ,
DURING THE COMING |
CAMPAIGIN SGASON]

Geing the best of a telemarketer

a short time back. Y ou know how

they simply pick phonenumbersran-
domly. Inmy brief retirement, | livedina
6-story, 90-apartment complex in the
community of Hays, housing 105 people.
Oneearly eveningthephonerangandthe
voice on the other end asked if | wasthe
owner.

“Sure,” | said. (Why not have alittle
fun.)

He (thecaller) said that with an antici-
pated bump sure to come in home mort-
gageratesthat hecouldtiemeintoagood
deal that would guard meagainst any un-
foreseenincrease.

“Wow! Soundsgood,” | said.

“First,” he said, “1 will need somein-
formation.”

“Goahead,” | responded.

“How many bedrooms do you have?’
he asked.

“90,” | said.

There was a dlight hesitation, then he
said, “I’'msorry. Y ou must have misun-
derstood. How many bedrooms do you
have?’

Again | said, “90,” and then quickly
added, “and I’'m having 105 sleepovers
tonight.”

There was silence. Then thisfrom the
caller,"You haveagood evening.” And
he hung up.

Chalk oneupfor me.

-td-

| keep hearingthedebateasit relatesto
President Bush’s snooping program. |f
anybody thinksthisisnew, youmust have
been sleeping with Rip Van Winkle. |
think our government, a/k/aBig Brother,
has been snooping on us for more years
than any of us can count, or want to be-
lieve. Butisitright? That’ swhat isat the
heart of thedebatenow. Chooseyour side.
Butbecareful whoyoucall...orwhocalls
you...and fromwhere.

I think | got the best of atelemarketer

My 2¢
Worth

Tom
Dreiling

-td-

| alwaysget abiglaugh out of hearing,
“You heard it first on” (name the televi-
sionstationyouarewatching). Naturally
you heard it first on that station. If you
werewatching another stationyouwould
have heard it first on that one.

Thoseelectronic newsfolksat Wichita
aregetting al pretzeled up over nothing.
Who really cares?

-td-

“Boy, the one | caught was this big,”
said onefishermantoanother holdingup
hisoutstretched hands. | seenow that they
usethat sameapproachtodescribethesize
of colds.

-td-

A report a while back told about a
coupleintheentertainment fieldwho got
engaged. No big deal, until thereportin-
cluded the fact she was still married.
Huh!?

-td-

Moving to Norton from Hays went
without incident. Well, amost. My son
Todd and | (hewas piloting the U-Haul)
weresomewherenorthof Hill CityonUS-
283 whenahighway patrolman pulled us
over. We were at aloss asto why. The
patrolman said he noticed we weaved
slightly over the center line a couple of
times.

Of courseour explanationwasthat we
hadatruck load of furnitureandthewinds
were blowing hard out of the northwest
and although that might have caused us
to do such, wewere unaware of that hap-

pening. He was very courteous and an
assettotheguyswho patrol our highways.
Bringing thoseincidentsto our attention
might have made us even more aware of
staying between thelines.

-td-

For the record, my name (Dreiling) is
pronounced “dryling.” It is listed 152
timesinthedirectoriesthat cover thisares
of thestate. No, it’ snot I rish. Try German.

-td-

Truestory. | well remember when my
niece Kathy was just alittle thing, thirc
grader, and sheand her family movedinto
anew home. Shemet alittlefriend afew
daysinto the new venture and asked her
parentsif shecouldinviteher new friend
tostay overnight that coming Friday. Her
parentstold her that they wouldvisit with
thegirl’ sparentsto makesureit wasOK.
It was OK, so on the appointed Friday
evening they delivered their child to
Kathy’ shome.

During the course of the evening the
two little girls were watching television
inthefamily roomandcarryingonalittle
girls' chat. Kathy asked her new friend
what her daddy did for aliving. “He's e
teacher,” the child answered. “ That’ s
nice,” Kathy said. A few minuteslater the
new friend asked Kathy what her daddy
did for aliving. “He' salawyer,” Kathy
said. “Honest?’ asked the little friend.
“No,” saidKathy, “just oneof theregul ar
kind.”

-td-

| have somesurprisedfriends. | finally
picked the national collegiate football
champs, something | have a very poor
record of doing. Y ea, Longhorns!

-td-

Aswe embark on the weekend, don't

forget toinclude churchinyour plans.
-td-

Have a good evening...and a good

weekend!

Salary information helps citizens

astweek afriendcomplained tome

about the newspapers printing of

publicemployees salaries. Hefelt
it was wrong. His reasoning was the pri-
vacy of theindividual. Thereader felt the
newspaper should haveat | east not printed
theemployee' sname, only hisor her posi-
tion.

Thisisclearly notaplacewhereHI PPA
applies. Thisisnot personal information,
i.e.medical or bank account. Thepublish-
ing of thenamel suppose could beelimi-
nated, but | finditamusing, whenwelive
inasmall townlikewedo. Whenyou say
the sheriff | know you mean Troy or
Norton’s superintendent is Greg. This
information, name and salary, is public
recordinformation. It truly ismy respon-
sibility, asthesepeopl€ semployer, tosee
if their salary is competitive with other
counties and if they are doing the work
whichwarrantstheir salaries.

What may not be a matter of public
recordisthelevel of educationand expe-
rience. In my mind, the addition of this
information gives validity to their posi-
tionandsalary. Weoftenstresstheneces-
sity of an education to young peopleand
whenwecanbackitupwithfactsitisthat

Phase |

Mary Kay
Woodyard

much more powerful.

Asaresident of thiscity, | think wehave
reason to be proud. We have qualified
people doing their jobs. We have people
with advanced degrees or professional

certification leading the way for us. Of
course, some are more qualified, harder
workingand moreaccessiblethanothers.
But find any corporation, organi zation or
small businessand the samewill betrue.

L ast year the newspaper had difficulty
obtai ningthisinformationeventhoughit
is a matter of public record. Thisyear,
however, the entities brought forth the
requested information readily. Some-
thing | think is admirable as well. Trust
comesbecausewearetrustworthy. Good
exchange of ideasis the result of open
door policiesand common respect of one
another. Just another reason to be proud
tobeaNortonite.

The Norton Telegramislooking for
columnwritersfor itseditorial pages.

If you have opinions, ideas, views or
wouldjustliketocomment ontheworld
around you, giveusacall at 877-3361.
We'll ask you to submit a couple of

Here’s your chance to become
a column writer for The Telegram

sample columns.

Here' syour opportunity to haveyour
say and seeyour namein print. Y ou can
writeabout big, worl d-shaking eventsor
what’ shappening onthefarm. It’ syour
choice.




