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There 1SN0 excuse
for torture

Here’s one where John McCain is right and the White House is

just plain wrong.

The administration finally gave in and agreed to McCain’s
language barring any use of torture by the U.S. government.

Well it should have. There’s no conceivable circumstance where
torture by U.S. officials or military personnel should be sanc-

tioned.

Sen. McCain ought to know. As a Navy pilot, shot down over
Vietnam, he spent nearly seven years as a prisoner of the Viet

Cong and the North Vietnamese.

Few Washington decision makers can say they’ve been tor-
tured, unless you count having to sit through innumerable com-
mittee hearings and floor debate in the Capitol.

McCain knows whereof he speaks. He thinks America should set

a higher standard.

It’s scary that, in a recent Associated Press poll, a majority of
Americans (61 percent) said it might be OK *“sometimes” for U.S.
officials to torture suspected terrorists. Of all the allies polled, in
fact, only South Korea had a higher tolerance for torture. Ninety
percent of Koreans thought torture might sometimes be OK.

What are we thinking about, folks?

Torture is not just wrong. It’s poor policy. It seldom produces
the desired information. It can harden a victim, or make them say
anything to stop the humiliation and pain. Either way, the nation

that uses torture never wins.

While President Bush maintains torture is not U.S. policy, Vice
President Dick Cheney argued that it might be necessary in
extreme cases. There’s a lot of that “what-if” stuff, “whatif a
terrorist knew the location of a nuclear device in a U.S. city, and
the only way to save millions of lives was to torture him?”

It’s not good.

A devoted terrorist likely would die rather than tell.

Or lie to stave off the inquisition until it was too late.

These are people, after all, who are willing to blow themselves
up for some demented idea of God and country.

In most of Europe, a majority is firmly opposed to torture in any
form, any time. We should join that union.

Fortunately, there’s no credible evidence so far that the U.S.
government in fact uses torture against prisoners, even terrorists.

The midnight follies at that Iraqi prison, though wrong and
stupid, hardly rise to the level of torture. The same can be said for
treatment of some prisoners held in Cuba.

We need to make clear, though, what the President says already
is U.S. policy. This is one time we need to take the high road.

Thanks to the administration’s agreement with Sen. McCain,
that’ll soon be written into federal law.

And that is no loss to our effort in the war against terrorism, or

any other war.

— Steve Haynes
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Christmas Is more than presents

meaningof Christmas. Jmand| were

inchapel servicesat theprisonwhere
we minister, and one of the inmates got
uptogivetestimony. Hesaid hewasable
tomakeaphonecall that day, andthat was
his present.

Later, avisitor leavingtheprisonat the
same time we were asked us where she
could get somethingto eat intown. | told
her the only places open were conve-
nience stores. | said, “I’m sorry, a bolo-
gnasandwichisn’t much of aChristmas
dinner.”

“That’ salright,” shesaid. “ Just getting
to visit my husband was more than
enough.”

Kind of puts thingsin perspective,
doesn’tit?

I had areminder Sunday of the true

—ob—

Part of my Christmaspresentsthisyear
werehomemade. | cameacrossmy old 4-
H Master Mix recipeand decidedthekids
would like it. We bought 50 pounds of
flour, 25 poundsof sugar, twolarge cans
of shortening, four cans of baking pow-

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

der and anew jar of cream of tartar.

| may have burned up the motor of my
food processor, but each family now has
asuper-sizeplasticcontainer (suitablefor
re-use) full of mix.

Theonly thing missing istherecipeto
tell themhow touseit. | simply ran out of
time, but | did stick a note on each con-
tainer that said, “ Instructionsto follow.”

Everyone' sfirstquestionwhen| talked
tothem Christmasday was, “What' sthe
stuff inthejar?’

Thoserecipesaretopsonmy to-dolist.

—ob—

We had awonderful Christmasdinner

at our daughter Jennifer’ shouse. Shehad

aspiral-cut ham, and between the two of
us, we had all thetrimmings.

| can admit it now, but | forgot to take
the deviled eggs. | found them the next
day, pushed to the back of arefrigerator
shelf. Jim’ snot complaining, though. He
loves deviled eggs. And we sure didn’t
missthem during themeal.

Of course, weall atetoo much. Couple
that withthefact that theweek |eading up
to Christmashad been area “ cruncher,”
and you have exhaustion written all over
it.

Our granddaughter, Alexandria,
wantedto play Uno after themeal and we
agreed. It sounded likeagood ideaat the
time, but after an hour of play, andnoend
insight, | nodded off, sitting straight up.
That’ stired.

—o0b—

Inlessthanaweek, itwill beanew year.
| know it’ sclichébut, “Wherehasthetime
gone?’

Used to be, | thought only old people
talked about how the older you got, the
faster timepassed. Now, | areone.

Fridge and home fill up together

ou’ dthink that whenthechildren
come home, the refrigerator
would empty out.

Not so at our house.

No, when the kids come home, our
fridge gets so full you have to maneuver
themilk past theextrasalad dressingsand
theorangejuicejust to pour aglass.

If one child comes home, a couple of
shelveswill fill up.

If two come home, the whole thing is
jammed.

Whenall threeget here— not afrequent
occurrencethese days, thank God — we
havetorent spaceinthewalk-in down at
thegrocery.

It snot thekidswhofill theshelves, not
mostly anyway. The girlswill cook, es-
pecially Lindsay, but that’s not what
causestheice-coldtrafficjam.

It' stheir mother.

Obeying Nature' scommandtofeed her
offspring, Cynthia starts hoarding food
and squirreling away suppliesaweek or
two in advance. She plans menus and
asked thekidswhat they want to eat.

“Food” istheusual reply, soshestocks
p.

Evenintheir 20sand 30s, or especially
intheir 20sand 30s, kidslikemom’ shome
cooking.

c

Onthe

Prairie Dog
Steve Haynes

And so she buys chicken for Lacy and
steak for Christmas dinner and leeks for
some new recipe, and pretty soon you
can’'t jam atomato sideways into the
crisper.

Not that you' d want tojam thetomato,
exactly, becausethat could bemessy, but
you get the picture.

Just cooking doesnot relievetherefrig-
erator, because there are leftovers and
extras and still food for tomorrow. Only
departurebringsany relief, andit cantake
aweek or two to clear the shelves.

When Lacy comes, hewill help clean
out the ice box. He's single and 25 and
livesal oneandthinkstakinghomemom’s
leftoversis pretty slick. Sometimes, in
fact, she buys stuff just for him to take
home, but at least hetakesit.

Thisyear, | have to admit, she was
pretty organized. Shecooked chickenand

steak and swisssteak and brisket and ham,
but most of it waseither frozen and storeg
or shipped out by the end of the week.
Lacy hadn’t been gone a day, and you
could find room next to the butter for the
cream cheese.

Cynthiasorted out thefreezers, count-
ing one bowl of chili for us and one for
Lacy, oneserving of swisssteak for usand
one for him, and so on, until she had ev-
erything neat and cataloged and in its
place, with plenty of roomfor brisket anc
afew leftoversfrom thisweek.

| think sheset somekind of modern-ere
record for organizing the fridge after &
visit, whichwasgood, becauseit had been
mighty full.

Ithelped, I liketothink, that | foundand
dumped the blue-spotted green chili she
had left in there, along with the extra
dressing from Thanksgiving, theold tur-
key wingsandtheoldsliceof lime, which
looked quite, ah, tangy.

That made some space.

SoL acy leftwithacoupleof coolersfull
of soup and beans and chicken and steak
and goodies. We got spacein therefrig-
erator, with still an ample supply of left-
oversand sandwichesfrozenfor thelong
winter to come.

Until thenext visit, at |east.

Congressman works to fight methamphetamines

Congressman Jerry M oran announced
House passage of |egislation to combat
methamphetamine, commonly called
meth, production, trafficking and use.

“Thefight against meth hasbeenonthe
Kansasradar for years,” Mr. Moransaid.
“But the meth epidemic knows no state
boundaries. Itistimeforacomprehensive
federal approach.”

Thelegidationincreasesrestrictionson
obtaining the major ingredients used to
produce meth, toughens criminal penal-
ties, providesassistanceto stateandlocal
agenciesand hel psprotect childrenfrom

theharmful environment of methuseand
production.

“Meth has been identified asthe lead-
ing drug-related law enforcement prob-
lem in the country,” Mr. Moran said.
“Kansansareworking hardto combat this
drug and its production, but the majority
of methcomesfromacrosstheborder. By
addressing the international supply, we
will ultimately help effortsin communi-
tiesacrossthenation.”

To bring attention to meth on anational
level, Mr. Moranjoined other membersof
Congressearlier thisyear in asking Presi-

dent Bushtotakeaction. Hehasal so spon-
sored legidation that provides money for
law enforcement, makesingredients used
intheproductionharder toobtainand hel ps
locd officiasintheclean up of methlabs.

In 2005, the K ansas Bureau of | nvesti-
gationreported|aw enforcement official s
seized 337 methlabs. Kansashashistori-
cally beenamongthetop statesinthena-
tionin number of meth lab seizures.

Mr. Moran isamember of the Congres-
sona Caucusto Fight and Control Metham-
phetamine, whichiscomprisedof lavmakers
dedicated to combating thepread of meth.



