Norton
looks at
usage fee

By VERONICA MONIER

TheCity of Nortondoesn'thave
aminimum usage feefor utilities
for customers, who only use part
of amonth, but the city iswilling
tolook at the possibility.

During Wednesday’s council
meeting, Councilman Ron Briery
said the Utility Committee has
talked about a minimum charge
for new customers, who were
hooked up lessthan amonth.

The issue was brought up by
Brenda Wilson, a new resident
new, at theDec. 7 council meeting.

Ms. Wilsonwasconcernedwith
duplicatefeesand said shewould
likeher bill proratedandfeltitwas
wrong for the city to bill two
chargesfor the same address.

“My complaint is the dual as-
sessment of fees,” she said at |ast
Wednesday’smeeting. “ Thecopy
of city ordinancegiventomesays
fees are assessed per meter, per
premise, per meter reading. |
would likeit to follow that.”

Ms. Wilsonsaid sheandthepre-
vious tenant were charged the
same fees. The ordinance, she
said, doesn’t say per customer.

She said if the ordinance does
allowthecity todo something util-
ity companies can’t, then she
would like the council to change
it. Shewould a solikethe council
to prorateor waive her fees.

CityAdministrator Rob L awson
said thecity isn’'t set up to prorate
and it would have to be done by
hand, which would be costly.

State statutes, he said, say that
municipalitiesareexemptfromutil-
ity company rules.

“TheKCC (KansasCorporation
Commission) said it’s not how
they would do it, but they agree
with the way we're doing it,” he
said.

Thisisonly for sewer and trash
since water and electricity are
metered.

“Sowhat youwant isto prorate
all utilitiesfor new customers,” he
asked Ms. Wilson.

“Yes,” she said. “I think that
would bereasonable.”

Mr. Briery made a motion to
prorate the sewer and trash, ashe
had said he would do at the com-
mittee meeting.

Mr. Lawson saidif thecity was
goingtoprorate, thenthey needed
todoitinhalf, because of the cost
in manpower.

City Attorney Chuck Worden
saiditwasmainly apolitical deci-
sion. Asidefromthat, hesaid, if a
new customer signsoninthefirst
half of the billing cycle then the
feesshould beprorated, butif they
signoninthesecondhalf, thenthe
feesshould be halved.

“There are alot of particulars
here,” hesaid. “You don't wantto
getintoadaily billing cycle.”

Councilwoman Elaine Mann
said she could see problems.

Mr. Briery saiditwouldn’'t bea
goodideato proratetheminimum.
That is part of what helps repay
loansfor sewer plant renovations.

“1 think when a new customer
comes in, someone needs to ex-
plaintothemwhat they haveto pay
and why they have to pay it,” he
said.

Theprevioustenant doesn’t pay
aminimum servicefee, Mr. Law-
son said. They pay an established
usage fee. If the minimum feeis
prorated, thenthecity will haveto
start having adaily fee.

Hesaid user feescan't beestab-
lished until a person haslived in
the city for awhile, because the
sewer fees are based on winter
water use.

“It'slikethis,” hesaid. “If you
check into a hotel at 1 p.m. and
then you take a shower, maybe
takeadipin the hot tub, use what
the hotel hasto offer, you pay the
basic rate the hotel chargesfor a
room, say $50. If | check in at 2
a.m. and don’t use the shower or
hot tub or anything, | still haveto
pay thesameasyou eventhoughl
didn’t usewhat you did.”

City Clerk Darla Ellis said the
minimum feeisbased on an aver-
ageof al usersinthecity. It'sbet-
ter for somethan others, she said,
but that iswhat the city hasto do
until a usage fee can be estab-
lished. Themotionfailed 0-6.

The council decided to ask the
Utility Committeeto seehow pro-
rating minimumrateswoul d affect
thecity.
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Ministers work together to serve others

Religious leaders in Norton
don’t agree on many things but
many of them cometogether each
month to serve God by helping
others.

TheNorton County Ministeria
Alliance met Thursday at Town
and Country Kitchentodiscussthe
needsof thecommunity food pan-
try next year.

God's Pantry provides emer-
gency assistancefor transientsin
need of food and shelter and resi-
dentsin emergency situations.

TheAlliancealsoworksto pro-
videpastoral supporttotheAndbe
Home and Norton Manor, Good
Friday and Thanksgiving commu-
nity services and a prayer break-
fastinMay inconjunctionwiththe

National Day of Prayer.

The ministers hold a baccalau-
reate service for Norton County
high school seniors, sponsor a
Christian music concert at the
county fair; serve as hospital and
police chaplains and provide a
weekly sermonette for Friday’s
Norton Telegram.

TheAlliance depends on dona-

tionsfor itswork.

Donations may be made
through achurch or directly to an
Allianceofficer.

OfficersareKirk Kasson, presi-
dent; Kathy Aeillo, vicepresident;
Jerry Cummings, treasurer; and
Rick Rostek, secretary.

Hospital wants to save nursing program

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton County Hospital is
trying to help Colby Community
Collegekeepitsnursing program.

Hospital Administrator Rich
Miller said at the last hospital
board meeting he met with acol-
legerepresentativesabout thepro-
gram.

Hesaidthecollegeislimitedto
20studentson campusand another
18 in the outreach program in
Norton.

Boththecollegeandhospital are
losing money onthisprogram, he
said.

“They either needtoexpandthe
programor closeit,” hesaid. “We

don’'t want to close it, especially
with the shortage of nurses.”

Mr. Miller said there had been
discussion of expanding Norton's
program to 30 students.

“Weneedtothink about howwe
canhelpthem,” hesaid.

Hesaidthey couldlook into get-
tingagrant toexpandtheteaching
areainthehospital, that way more
studentswould fit.

Thecollegeboardwill bemeet-
inginNortononthethird Monday
in February.

Mr. Miller suggested changing
the hospital board meeting to that
Monday so ajoint meeting could
beheld. After discussingthenurs-

Many groups used
4-H Building in 2005

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

The Norton County 4-H build-
ing was used 111 timesthisyear.

County Extension Agent Keith
Van Skike updated the county
commissioners last week on
what’s been happening in his de-
partment.

Mr. Van Skike said the 4-H
buildingisapopular spotfor meet-
ings, family reunions, auctions
and community get togethers. Of
the 111 uses some were for an
evening and some were for aday
or two, hesaid.

There were 38 paid events.
Those were mostly auctions and
family gatherings.

“1 think thebuildingisin pretty
goodshape,” hesaid.“Now it’sso
cold | try to stop by about every
other day and check oniit.

“The new stoves are nice and
they work good. It’'s anice im-
provement.”

He said he gets people from
Community Corrections when
someone is available to go
through thebuilding every month
or so and scrub thefloors.

The floors are cleaned on a
weekly basis, he said, but the
floors need to be scrubbed and
buffedtokeepthemlookinggood.

Hesaid healso keepsaneyeon
theheattomakesureitisn’teither
turned off or set too high.

Hesaid hewill look at therates
charged for use of the building at
the end of the year depending on
use and energy costs.

The commissioners asked him
about anExtensiondistrict, where
several counties go together to
pool resources. The district then
hastaxing power onitsown.

“It's basically another taxing
system,” Mr. Van Skike said.
“They form their own taxing
group. | don’'tknow if that’sagood
thing or abad thing.

“1 don’t know if thereis that

much more money available but
its sharing resources. | wouldn'’t
want to do it just to get more
money. That wouldn’t be the best
thing.”

Commissioner Leroy Langsaid
that he's heard that the quality of
theprogramswoul d go up because
therewould be more specialists.

Mr. Van Skikeadmittedthat the
arrangement could have some
benefits, however, no one has
started talks here.

“Our board hasn’tinitiated dis-
cussionswith anyone else and no
one has cometo us,” he said. “I
think it depends on the quality of
the people. If the people want to
work together they’ |l do so.”

Commissioner JohnMiller said
that hefelt that city, county, state
and federal groups need to get to-
gethertoavoid overlap and dupli-
cation of services.

In other business, Mr. Van
Skike:

« Went over thehighlightsof the
Extension annual meeting and
what typeof problemstheservice
has hel ped people with over the
past year.

* Briefly discussed theproblems
of wind energy and the national
electrical grid.

“We can produceall the energy
we want out here but you haveto
shipitout,” Commissioner Miller
said.

Commissioner DeanKrusesaid
that the best suggestions he's
heard of isfor four or fivefarmers
togettogether toput upatower for
their own use.

ing program, the hospital board
could take care of regular busi-
ness, hesaid.

In other business, the board:

e Learnedthat Mr.Miller signed
the hospital and clinic to partici-
pateinVaueBlue, aKansasBlue
CrossBlueShield proposal tohelp
the uninsured. He said, several
yearsago, aprogram wasformed
for children, where churches and
other groups paid their insurance
premiumsand hospitalsgavea5s0
percent discount. Value Blue, he
said, is basically the same thing,
except for adults. He said the
guidelines for getting the insur-
ance probably follow the sameas
thosefor charity care.

*HeardfromMr. Miller that the
hospital isstill looking for anew
chief financial officer and hashad
several promising applicationsfor
thedirector of nursingjob. Hesaid
the hospital is aso looking for a
new certified physical therapy as-
sistant.

« Left insurance premiums for

the employees the same. Mr.
Miller said the costs are expected
to go up for the hospital, but they
shouldleavetheemployeepremi-
umswherethey arebecauseit cre-
atesstability. Hesaid, last year, the
premiumswent down, sothehos-
pital hasalittleextramoney inits
insurance account.

 Heard the hospital has been
awardedagrant for $10,260toin-
dtall anInternet system, whichwill
allow the hospital to talk to any
other hospital on-line. Mr. Miller
saidthey wouldtryitforayearand
seehow it works.

* Heard from Mr. Miller that he
appreciated Chief Financial Of-
ficer Brian Carlton’s fiveyearsat
the hospital. He said December
was also Board members Von
Fahrenbruch and Kathy Holste's
last month on the board, unless
they were re-appointed by the
county commission.

* Held a 20-minute closed ses-
sion to discuss non-elected per-
sonnel.
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Hospital
will ban
tobacco

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton County Hospital
plans on being smoke-free by the
middle of next year.

Hospital Administrator Rich
Miller said there is a statewide
campaign for hospitals to be to-
bacco free next year.

Hospitalswill pledgetohavenc
tobacco inside or out by Jan. 1,
2007, he said.

Hesaid, if the board decided to
follow the campaign, the Norton
County Hospital could betobaccc
freeby July 1.

“If we have to have classes to
help peoplequit, wecan,” hesaid.

“We don’'t want the staff to be
confrontational . They just needtc
know to ask whoever is smoking
— whether it’s students, staff or
patients— to please put the ciga-
retteout andremindthemthat itis
atobacco free campus.”

Thiswouldincludeall hospital
property, including theclinic.

Board member SteveBerry said
it would haveto be done gently.

“l don’'t want to see it get con-
frontational,” hesaid. “It'savery
stressful time(beinginahospital).
If peoplecouldkick thehabit, most
would have by now.”

Board member Dennis Gil-
housensaidit’salearning process.

The board agreed to make the
hospital grounds tobacco free by
July. Mr. Berry abstained from
voting.

In other business, the board:

* Heard in November, the hos-
pital had 359 patient daysfor afis-
cal year total of 1,864; 63 admis-
sions, 287total; 4 babies, 25total;
13 surgeries, 113 total; and 1,151
Doctor’sClinicvisits, 6,206total.

* Bought two automatic door
openers and one automated door
fortheDoctor’sClinic. Mr. Miller
said the project, would cost
$3,807. The automatic doorswill
help the handicapped enter the
buildingmoreeasily ontheir own.

*Heldafive-minuteclosed ses-
sion to discuss the confidential
quality risk management report.

* Reviewed quality improve-
ment reports for the radiol ogy,
humanresources, healthinforma-
tion management, social services
andactivitiesdepartmentsandfor
the Doctor’sClinic.

e Told Mr. Miller to look intc
trading his company car to get &
newer model with fewer miles.
The board said he should trade it
now to get adecent trade-inonit.
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